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York County CERT Training Program 
Now taking registrations for session that begins January 2013
   The York County Department of Fire and Life Safety 
is currently accepting applications for registration for its 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training 
course.  The next program is planned to start in January 
2013.  Information and the proposed schedule of courses 
will soon be posted on the department’s website at www.
yorkcounty.gov/fire.  CERT training provides citizens the 
opportunity to obtain and/or enhance their knowledge, skills, 
and abilities to not only help their families be better prepared 
for emergencies, but to help their neighborhood be better 
prepared to take action when York County is affected by 
major emergencies or disasters. 
   In recent years, the York County Department of Fire and 
Life Safety has seen that training citizens to be prepared 
for an emergency offers another level of protection for the 
community. CERT was originally developed by the Los 
Angeles Fire Department to train residents to have the 
skills to assist their families and neighbors during and 
immediately after an earthquake until emergency services 
could respond. Since then, the CERT model has been adapted 
throughout the nation to prepare citizens to assist in both 
man-made and natural disasters.

   Those interested in participating 
in York County’s CERT Training 
Program should be prepared to make a 
commitment to one night a week (typically Thursday) in the 
evening from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and two Saturday mornings 
(for exercises and graduation) over a two-month period.   
Classes often fill quickly, so early registration is encouraged.  
The course includes presentations, discussions and practical 
experiences on the following topics:

CERT Organization• 
Disaster Preparedness• 
Fire Safety/Fire Extinguisher Use • 
Disaster Medical Care  • 
Light Search and Rescue • 
Disaster Psychology• 
Practical Exercises and Graduation• 

   For additional information about the CERT training 
program, call the York County Department of Fire and Life 
Safety at 890-3600, Monday through Friday, from 8:15 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. or visit the website at www.yorkcounty.gov/fire.

York County Public Information Office
P.O. Box 532
Yorktown VA 23690-0532



Planning Commission
 Todd Mathes

 If you would like to serve on a board, com-
mittee, or commission, contact the County 
Administrator's Office and request a Board 
Bank application.  Once completed, return 
the application to County Administration.  
Your application will be reviewed when a 
vacancy occurs.  
 Call 890-3320 or visit www.yorkcounty.gov, 
select "On-Line Services" and then "Board 
Bank Application." 

County Administrator............................................................James O. McReynolds
Information & Publications Coordinator ......................................Gail L. Whittaker
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Board of Supervisors Actions

Board Appointments

September 4, 2012
Discussed proposed changes to policies to clarify and incorporate direction 
received from the Board of Supervisors in regards to parks usage and fees, vehicle 
usage, Yorktown events county support, and advertising at the Sports Complex.  
Amendments to these policies were adopted at the September 18 meeting.

September 18, 2012
Amended the York County Subdivision Ordinance to revise the provisions dealing 
with the term of validity for approved plans, and amended the York County Zoning 
Ordinance to revise various provisions to reflect changes made in the Code of 
Virginia during the 2012 General Assembly session.
Accepted grant funds for the procurement of the Next Generation 9-1-1 System 
and authorized the execution of an agreement for installation of the system.
Accepted and appropriated funds from the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Administration for overtime payments and an administrative 
assistant for the Norfolk Resident Office Task Force.
Approved amendments to Board policies.  These include:  Changes to the fee 
structure of Parks and Recreation programs, changes to park usage at certain parks 
in the county (including flying of radio-controlled airplanes at Chisman Creek and 
Wolf Trap parks), changes to the fee structure of group use of New Quarter Park, 
and advertising at the York County Sports Complex.

October 2, 2012
Declared the Board's intent to reimburse itself from the proceeds of tax-exempt 
financing for expenditures made in connection with certain capital improvements 
for school projects.

October 16, 2012
Amended the York County Zoning Map by reclassifying an 11.4 acre parcel of 
land located at 2400 Fort Eustis Boulevard from General Business to Planned 
Development Residential.
Approved and endorsed York County's request for funding under the FY2014 
Revenue Sharing Program administered by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.
Authorized an extension of the county's Sanitary Sewer System to a proposed 
development known as Washington Ridge and authorized the execution of the 
necessary public sewer extension agreement.
Accepted and appropriated U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against 
Women, grants to encourage arrest policies and enforcement of protection orders 
program funds in the amount of $299,969 for personnel, training and support costs.

Contact Your Board Member
District 1 

Walter C. Zaremba
106 Royal Grant Drive

Williamsburg, VA  23185
(757) 890-3328 (voice mail)
zaremba@yorkcounty.gov

District 2 
Sheila S. Noll

133 Tradewinds Drive
Yorktown, VA  23693

(757) 890-3329 (voice mail)
noll@yorkcounty.gov

District 3 
Donald E. Wiggins
301 Dawson Drive
Seaford, VA  23696

(757) 890-3330 (voice mail)
wiggins@yorkcounty.gov

District 4 
George S. Hrichak
115 Albacore Drive 

Yorktown, VA  23692
(757) 890-3331 (voice mail)
hrichak@yorkcounty.gov

District 5 
Thomas G. Shepperd Jr.
131 Chinquapin Orchard

Yorktown, VA  23693
(757) 890-3332 (voice mail)
shepperd@yorkcounty.gov
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York County Dog License
  The 2013 dog license applications have been mailed. The 
license must be purchased by December 31, 2012, and cost 
$5.00 per license.  All dogs over the age of four months are 
required to have a current license and rabies vaccination.
 You can purchase your dog license by mail, in person at 
the Treasurer's Office, or on-line at the Treasurer's website.  
To obtain a license by mail, send the application and a 
check payable to "Treasurer, County of York," P.O. Box 251, 
Yorktown, VA 23690-0251.  A current rabies certificate is 
required to purchase a first-time license.
 The Treasurer's Office is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. For additional information, please 
visit our website at www.yorkcounty.gov/treasurer or call 
the Treasurer's Office at 890-3420.
 Cats are required to have a rabies vaccination at the age of 
four months, but are not required to have a license.

A thank you from Head Start

 In June, the leadership of the Mariner's Museum donated 
a double classroom modular unit to York County to be used 
by the York County Head Start program.  This generous 
donation allowed for the replacement of two older modular 
units and is now a combined classroom at Bethel Manor 
Elementary School.  Classes began on Tuesday, September 
4 and it was an exciting experience for the Head Start staff, 
parents, and children to attend in new classrooms.
 Thank you to the staff of Mariner's Museum for a gift that 
will help us to better serve Head Start families and our 
community.
 Pictured above with Head Start children from Bethel 
Manor are (left to right) Michelle Lawrence, teacher; 
Melissa Olivis and Emily Coleman, teacher's aides; and 
Lauren Miller, teacher.

Taxes due December 5
 York County 2012 personal property and real estate 
tax bills for the second half of 2012 have been mailed and 
are due on or before December 5, 2012.  Taxes are late on 
December 6 and penalty and interest, which are calculated 
separately on each item, will be assessed as required by 
York County Ordinance.  If you did not receive your bill, tax 
information is available on-line.
 Taxes may be paid by mail or on-line at the Treasurer's 
website.  Taxes also may be paid at the Treasurer's Office, 
or deposited in the Treasurer's drop box at the Finance 
Building, 120 Alexander Hamilton Blvd., in Yorktown.
The Treasurer's Office is open Monday through Friday from 
8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information, visit our website 
at www.yorkcounty.gov/treasurer or call 890-3420.

A note about turkey fryers
 The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the 
York County Department of Fire and Life Safety discourage 
the use of outdoor gas-fueled turkey fryers that immerse 
the turkey in hot oil. These turkey fryers use a substantial 
quantity of cooking oil at high temperatures, and units 
currently available for home use pose a significant danger 
that hot oil will be released at some point during the cooking 
process. The use of turkey fryers by consumers can lead 
to devastating burns, other injuries and the destruction of 
property. NFPA urges those who prefer fried turkey to seek 
out professional establishments, such as grocery stores, 
specialty food retailers, and restaurants for the preparation 
of the dish, or consider a new type of "oil-less" turkey fryer.
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Upcoming filing deadlines
March 1, 2013 - •	 Annual Business License Renewals
March 1, 2013 - •	 Tax Returns of Tangible Personal 
Property for Manufactured (Mobile) Homes
March 1, 2013 - •	 Tax Returns of Business Tangible 
Personal Property and Machinery and Tools
April 1, 2013 - •	 Tax Relief for the Elderly and 
Disabled for Real Estate and Mobile Home Owners
April 1, 2013 - •	 Exemption of Real Estate Tax for 
100% Service-Connected Disabled Veteran
May 1, 2013 - •	 Virginia Income Tax Returns and 
Estimated Vouchers

 More information about these deadlines will be available 
in the February issue of "Citizen News."



Local Business Report
by Melissa Davidson, Sr. Business Development Representative, York County Office of Economic Development  
Phone - 890-3317  E-mail - econdev@yorkcounty.gov   Web - www.yesyorkcounty.com

New Business Announcements
 York County would like to welcome to our business 
community Sweet Frog Premium Frozen Yogurt and 
Computer Concepts, both of which recently held Grand 
Opening ceremonies.  For a complete list of new businesses 
in the county, visit our website at www.YesYorkCounty.com.

New Interactive Buy Local Website Coming Soon
 The Economic Development Authority (EDA) recently 
contracted with Charlottesville Media to create an 
interactive Buy Local website that will feature all 
commercially-based retail, restaurant, and service 
businesses in our community.  The purpose of the site 

is to encourage residents and locals from neighboring 
communities to buy local and "Keep It In The County," a 
theme that is being resurrected from the very popular Buy 
Local campaign launched by the EDA in the early `90s.
 All commercially-based businesses with a current York 
County business license will get a free listing on the site, 
which will include their trade name, a link to the business 
website, its physical address, and phone number.  Users can 
search by business name or browse by business category. 
Restaurant listings will even include links to the current 
menu, where available.  Optional features include the ability 
for a business to login to the site and create an enhanced 
listing (also free) that can include a more detailed business 
description, links to the businesses' social media pages, 
product photos, and event printable special offers and 
coupons.
 Businesses will be contacted via postcard and e-mail to 
request that they review their listing and enhance it prior 
to the site's official launch this winter.  In order for the site 
to be successful in encouraging citizens to buy local and 
keep them checking back to the site, the site must be as 
current as possible.  In exchange for providing this free and 
innovative marketing opportunity, we will need the help of 
each business owner to ensure the site is kept up to date 
with current products and offers.
 Marketing the site will also be a crucial element in its 
success.  The EDA will promote the site via ads in local 
publications, links on various related websites, details on the 
local government channel, bumper stickers, and much more.
 More information will soon be available on the Office of 
Economic Development's website www.YesYorkCounty.com.

 If you or anyone you know is interested in establishing, 
expanding, or relocating a business in York County, please 
contact us.  We are also very interested in hearing from 
you regarding new ideas to improve the county's business 
environment.  In working together to sustain our existing 
businesses and to attract new commercial development, we 
can all help improve the county's quality of life.  
 Don't forget to visit our website www.YesYorkCounty.com 
to access our Site Selector database of available commercial 
property and to sign up for our monthly E-Newsletter.

Sweet Frog Premium Frozen Yogurt

Computer Concepts
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302 Dare Rd., Yorktown, Va. 23692  •  757-898-0300  •  yorkcountyschools.org

YCSD Calendar

Nov. 21 Early Dismissal
Nov. 22 - 23 Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 7 Early Dismissal
Dec. 20 Early Dismissal
Dec. 21 - 31 Winter Break
Jan. 1 Winter Break
Jan. 21  Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday
Jan. 22 - 24  Early Dismissal - Exams
Jan. 25 Student/Teacher Holiday
Jan. 28 Student Holiday
Feb. 18 Presidents’ Day Holiday
March 1 Early Dismissal

     Safety is the priority when York County School Division makes decisions 
regarding weather-related school schedule changes. Factors that impact these 
decisions include: weather forecasts, road conditions, and assessments by local 
law enforcement and the Virginia Department of Transportation.
     Once a decision is made to close or delay the start of a school day (typically 
by 6 a.m.), the division uses several communication methods to notify parents 
and staff members of the status of school.
     Our first communication method is y-Talk, the division’s 
telephone notification system. Up to six 
phone numbers will be called for each 
student and staff member in the event of 
a school closing or delay. Make sure your 
child’s school has current phone numbers and 
email addresses in order to receive important 
messages. If your contact information changes 
during the school year, be sure to update this 
information with the school.
     Information is also distributed through y-Line, the 
division’s email notification system, as soon as a decision is 
made. These notifications are sent to parents with registered Edline 
accounts, as well as y-Line subscribers who have opted to receive emergency 
email announcements from the school division.
     Information on the delay or closing of school is also posted on the division’s 
website (yorkcountyschools.org) and on YCSD TV-47.
     Should severe weather begin after the school day has started, these same 
notification procedures are used. The school division strives to provide two 
hours notice to parents if schools will close before the end of the school day.  
More information on the York County School Division’s policy for weather-
related closings is available on the division’s website at yorkcountyschools.org.

In Case of Inclement Weather...

English as a Second Language Class  
Winter Registration: January 3 during class time
Bethel Baptist Church - 1004 Yorktown Rd. 

GED® Class  
Winter Registration: January 7 during class time
Adult Learning Center - York High School

Adult Education Classes

Please use the symptoms below as guidelines 
for when it is better for your child - and his/her 

classmates - to stay home and recuperate:

• Flu-like symptoms 
• Fever over 100 degrees 
• Active gastrointestinal symptoms
• Coughing up yellowish or greenish phlegm
• Excessive eye watering or drainage
• Any open sores which appear to be infected 

(red, warm to touch)
• Evidence of lice/nits that have not been treated

Keeping a sick child at home prevents the spread of illness in 
the school community and allows the child an opportunity to 
rest and recover. The health and wellness of all our students are 
top priorities. If you have any questions about these guidelines, 
please contact your school nurse or family physician.

Too Sick for School

Tune 
into Cox 

Channel 47 for 
the latest news, 
programs and 

events from the 
York County School Division 

on YCSD TV-47.

York County
School Division

Tuesdays & Thursdays  • 9:30 a.m. - noon
Tuesdays   • 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Mondays & Wednesdays   • 9:30 a.m. - noon
Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays • 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

YCSD adult education classes are free and open to the public. For information regarding classes, schedules, requirements, 
and registration, please contact  Sandy Hespe, Coordinator, at 898-0469 or visit yorkcountyschools.org.
“GED is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education and may not be used or reproduced without the express written permission of the American Council on Education.”



Personal Property Tax
 York County prorates personal property tax on motor 
vehicles only.  You are required to register with the 
Commissioner of the Revenue's Office within 60 days to 
avoid a late or non-filing penalty.  Vehicles may be subject 
to a prorated tax:

New Vehicle Purchase and New Residents•	 : Register 
within 60 days from the date of purchase or relocation.  
If you paid the vehicle registration fee or obtained a 
decal from another Virginia locality, you may provide a 
copy of the paid receipt for consideration of the removal 
of the fee in York County.
Traded, sold, junked, or otherwise disposed of •	
Vehicle(s):  Notify the office within 60 days.
Relocated to another Virginia locality•	 :  Notify DMV 
and the Commissioner of the Revenue within 60 days 
providing the new address and the date you moved.
Moved out of Virginia•	 :  Proof of registration in the 
new state is required before proration will be considered.  
Proration will be based upon the date registered in the 
new state.  Vehicles will remain taxed in York County 
until such proof has been provided.

  2013-14 Youth Commission   
  Applications Due March 6
   The York County Board of Supervisors is currently 
seeking students who are interested in representing youth 
interests and concerns by serving on the York County Youth 
Commission for the 2013-2014 school year.  Applicants must 
be York County residents who are currently enrolled in 
grades 8-11.
 The Youth Commission's 
primary purpose is to serve 
as a link between the Board 
and the county's youth 
by representing youth 
related needs and issues.  
In addition, Commission 
members typically participate 
in rewarding community 
service projects, learn about 
county government, sponsor 
county-wide high school social 
events, and build leadership 
skills through various team-
building activities.
 A completed application form and a letter of 
recommendation must be received at the York County Parks 
and Recreation Office by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 6.  
After reviewing the applications, the Board of Supervisors 
will appoint up to three teens from each of the county's 
five voting districts.  The new Commission will be formally 
introduced at a Board of Supervisors' meeting in June.
 Application forms and complete program details are best 
available by downloading from the Youth Commission's 
website at www.ycyc.info.  Hard copy forms are available at 
the Yorktown and Tabb Libraries, the Williamsburg-James 
City County Libraries and at the York County Parks and 
Recreation Office located at 100 County Drive (23692).
 Interested teens and their parents are invited to attend 
the Monday, February 4 Youth Commission meeting 
anytime from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Yorktown Library 
Meeting Room to observe the meeting and ask questions.  
Please note:  Applicants are not required to attend this 
meeting and attendance will not enhance one's application.
 For more information about the Youth Commission, please 
call the Parks and Recreation Office at 890-3500.
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Members of this year's 2012-13 York 
County Youth Commission (YCYC) 
begin brainstorming goals during 
their August orientation.



 Citizens are invited to help celebrate some of the good 
news about York County's high school aged youth by 
nominating a deserving student for one of the county's four 
$500 Outstanding Youth Award scholarships sponsored 
each year by the Board of Supervisors and the Youth 
Commission.  Nominations in the categories of Compassion, 
Courage, Community Service and overall Achievement 
are due at the Parks and Recreation Office by 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 13.
 Anyone can nominate a deserving high school student for 
one of these awards.  That means parents, grandparents, 
teachers, counselors, coaches, club sponsors, neighbors, 
employers, youth ministers, scout leaders, and friends.   
 Nominees must be residents of York County and currently 
enrolled in grades 9-12.  A selection committee will review 
the nominations and choose an award recipient for each 
category.  The four award recipients will each receive one 
of the educational scholarships and be formally recognized 
with their families and nominators at a reception in their 
honor and at a Board of Supervisors meeting in May 2013.
 Nomination forms and complete program details are best 
available by downloading them from the Youth County 
Youth Commission's website at www.ycyc.info.  Hard copies 
of the nomination forms are also available at the Yorktown 
and Tabb Libraries, Williamsburg-James City County 
Libraries, and the Parks and Recreation Office at 100 
County Drive.
 For more information, call Parks and Recreation at 890-
3500.

Cook and "Candle with Care"
 The holiday season is upon us.  It is a festive time that 
often includes decorating the home for the celebrations, 
and the celebrations often include food, friends, and family.  
While preparing for the holidays and the celebrations, 
remember that they need to be tempered with attention to 
safety.  No one wants to have the fire department on their 
holiday guest list!
 It is often said that the kitchen is the heart of the home.  
Safety in the kitchen is important, especially during the 
holidays when there is a lot of activity with people in the 
home and especially in the kitchen. 
 Many people use candles, especially during the holiday 
season.  Candles may be pretty to look at, but they are a 
cause of home fires — and home fire deaths.  Remember, 
a candle is an open flame, which means that it can easily 
ignite anything that can burn.  Have flashlights and 
battery-powered lighting ready to use during a power 
outage.  Never use candles.
 The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the 
York County Department of Fire and Life Safety offer these 
tips on cooking and candle safety.
 

Cooking Safety Tips 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stove top so 
you can keep an eye on the food.
• Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it 
frequently.
• Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and 
kids should stay at least 3 feet away.
• Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam 
or splash from vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause serious 
burns.
• Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip.
• Keep knives out of the reach of children.
• Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate 
warmer or mixer are not dangling off the counter.
• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children.
• Never leave children alone in a room with a lit candle.
• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them!

If	you	have	a	cooking	fire:
• Just get out! When you leave, close the door behind you to help 
contain the fire. 
• Call 9-1-1 or the local emergency number after you leave. 
• If you try to fight the fire, be sure others are getting out and you 
have a clear way out. 
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Outstanding Youth Awards

2012 Outstanding Youth Award Scholarship Recipients (from left to right): 
Drew Bentley (Courage); Rose Mulherin (Overall Achievement); Danielle 
Woolston (Compassion); Eddie Kuster (Community Service). Please see Cook and "Candle with Care" continued on page 12



 What's Happening @ Your Library
 In cooperation with the Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles, York County will host the DMV's mobile customer 
service center DMV2Go on a regular schedule at the 
Yorktown Library.  DMV2Go is a full service office on 
wheels that conducts DMV transactions that would usually 

have to be done at a 
DMV office including 
applying for or renewing 
driver's licenses and 
ID cards, obtaining 
vehicle titles and license 
plates, ordering disabled 
parking placards or 
plates, and more.  
DMV2Go will visit the 
Yorktown Library on the 
third Tuesday of every 
other month.  The next 
visit is scheduled for 
December 18 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

 The Library of Virginia recently announced that Literati 
Public is now available to all public libraries in Virginia.  
Literati Public includes educational content for K-12 
students and adults, informational videos and tutorials, and 
interactive discovery tools.  Online Homework Help is also 
available to all Virginia students in grades 3-12 needing 
help in math, reading or writing.  Homework help is 
available 3 to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.  Literati Public is accessed via the 
Research and Homework link on the library's website, www.
yorkcounty.gov/library..

 The winter session of Tiny Tales, Toddler Tales and 
Preschool Story Time begins the week of January 7 
and runs through February 8, 2013.  Children ages 6 to 14 
months will enjoy Tiny Tales; Toddler tales is for ages 15 to 
30 months; and Preschool Story Time is for children ages 2½ 
to 5.  The story hour schedule is available on the library's 
event calendar and website, www.yorkcounty.gov/library.  
Registration begins at 10 a.m. on January 2 for Tiny and 
Toddler Tales.  Preschool Story Time registration begins 
at 10 a.m. on January 3.  Register in person at the Youth 
Services desk or by calling the Tabb Library at 890-5110 or 
Yorktown Library at 890-3236.

 In observance of the holidays, the York County 
Public Library will be closed December 24, 25, 31, and 
January 1.

 For more information on library programs, visit our 
website at www.yorkcounty.gov/library or contact the Tabb 
Library at 890-5120 or the Yorktown Library at 890-5207.  
Visit the Tabb Library at 100 Long Green Blvd., Yorktown, 
VA 23693 or the Yorktown Library at 8500 George 
Washington Memorial Hwy., Yorktown, VA 23692.  Library 
hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

Ann H. Thomas, Commissioner of the 
Revenue, and Kevin Smith, Library Director, 
welcome customers to the DMV2Go on 
October 16 at the Yorktown Library.
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Service Members Civil Relief Act
 The Service Members Civil Relief Act exempts active 
duty military from property tax on items titled to them, in 
a state in which they are not a resident.  
 To qualify for exemption in York County, you must 
submit a copy of your current LES annually.  A letter 
will be mailed to currently registered service members 
in January 2013 requesting that they submit either a 
November 2012, December 2012, or January 2013 LES to 
maintain exemption from personal property tax.  Service 
members who have retired from active duty status and 
remained in York County are considered residents and 

are liable for personal property tax.  Therefore, it will be 
necessary for them to provide a copy of their DD214.  This 
documentation must be submitted to the Commissioner of 
the Revenue's Office by March 1.
 Legal spouses of service members may now qualify for 
this same exemption provided they meet the qualifications 
as stated in the "Military Spouses Residency Relief Act."  
The spouse must complete and submit the affidavit that 
also will be mailed in January.  This documentation also is 
due March 1.
 For complete information, call 890-3381.



York County Beautification Committee
 Beginning the week of November 12 and continuing 
through the week of January 28, York County residents can 
place an unlimited number of clear bags of leaves at the 
front roadside for collection every other week.
 For leaf collection purposes, the county is divided into two 
zones:
 Southern Zone includes all homes south of Dare Road, 
including areas of Tabb, Coventry, Kiln Creek, Brandywine, 
and Harwood's Mill.  Collection weeks for the Southern 
Zone:
 November 12 December 10 January 7
 November 26 December 24 January 21
       January 28

 Northern Zone includes all homes on and north of Dare 
Road, including the area along Wolf Trap Road, Goodwin 
Neck Road, Marlbank, Edgehill, and all neighborhoods in 
the upper county.   Collection weeks for the Northern Zone:
 November 19 December 3  January 7
    December 17 January 21
    December 31 January 28
 
 Leaves must be in clear bags and bags must be easy to 
handle.  Bags must be at the front roadside by 7 a.m. on the 
Monday of your collection week.  Call 890-3780 for more.

2012-13 Leaf collection program 

 In 2001, the York County Beautification Committee 
established an annual art contest to illustrate the Beautiful 
York County environmental calendar.  Artists whose work 
was chosen to appear in the calendar won a monetary 
award.  The calendar also included county-specific 
environmental information and dates that are pertinent to 
York County.  This year's contest was held among all K-12 
students residing in York County.  The theme was Beautiful 
"Green" York County.
 Although funding was not available to allow for the 
printing and mailing of the calendar this year, the 2013 
Beautiful York County calendar will be available as a 
download by visiting www.yorkcounty.gov/ycbc.  
 The winning artists are:
Cover - Brittney White; January - Michael Carpenter; 
February - Maria Dunn; March - Michelle Kasbohm; 
April - Kylie Griffin; May - Sunny Johnson; June - Tiffany 
Stansberry; July - Matthew Carpenter; August - Botte 
Ndanga; September - Kirsten Halvorsen; October - Daniel 
Perez; November - Anne Louden; and December - Mikayla 
Mullins.

Calendar winners announced

 Recycling - Materials scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 25 and Tuesday, January 1 will be collected 
the Saturday prior to the regularly scheduled collection 
day (December 23 and December 31).
 Garbage - Collections for the week of December 24 
through the week of December 31 will move forward by 
one day each week beginning with Tuesday collections.  
Monday collections will be on the normal schedule.
 Waste Management Center - Operations at the 
center will be closed on Tuesday, December 25 and 
Tuesday, January 1.  The Administrative office will 
also be closed on Monday, December 24 and Monday, 
December 31, however most operations, including 
the Transfer Station and Citizen Drop Off areas for 
recycling and/or garbage disposal will be open.  The 
VPPSA Composting facility will be open on Monday, 
December 24 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Holiday Schedule Changes
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Mosquito Control update
 It was predicted that this year's heavy spring rainfall 
would result in many mosquitoes and a lot of annoyance.  
However, that didn't occur (fortunately) because of a lack of 
rainfall for the woodland mosquito breeding areas during 
the summer months.  As a result, we had a mostly mosquito 
free season with only a few ground spraying applications.
 As you all know, our season rebounded in mid-September 
due to the large amount of rainfall.  At that time, there 
were many citizen calls for relief, which prompted ground 
spraying almost every night or early in the mornings to re-
duce the annoyance and threat of a serious West Nile virus 
outbreak such as the one that 
was occurring in the mid-west.  
 In addition, the county took 
added precautions to stem the 
potential threat by contracting a 
commercial aerial spray flight as 
shown to conduct spraying of the 
major woodland and salt marsh mosquito breeding areas.  
All spray applications were announced daily on the mosqui-
to spray hotline and so indicated on the Mosquito Control 
website.

 Many citizen calls were received asking when Langley 
AFB was scheduling an Air Force Reserve C-130 aerial 
spray flight.  Unfortunately, Langley is no longer involved 
in the process of scheduling military aerial spray flights.  
Each locality now is responsible for submitting documen-
tation for such aerial support from the Air Force Reserve.  
York County has taken the initiative to do so for such fu-
ture aerial spray flights.

 Once again our trained citizen mosquito monitor volun-
teers played a big role in identifying high-mosquito areas.  
This data enabled timely ground spraying applications and 
one aerial spray for those areas that experienced a mosquito 
outbreak.
 Many thanks to the following 11 volunteers:  Charles 
Meissner (Bay Tree Beach), Clarence Goodwin (Lackey), 
Dawn Young (Lakeside), Steve Dodson (Dare), Patricia 
Moss (Kings Villa), Tela Robertson (Dare), Rita Garboldi 
(Tabb), Nick Stokes and Lani Hergenrother (Edgehill), An-
toinette Lansdell (Schenck Estates), and Charles Froelich 
(Skimino).

  Looking Down the 
  Road . . . with VDOT
   Do you know who is responsible for maintaining the street 
you live on?  For most county citizens, the answer is:  VDOT 
- the Virginia Department of Transportation.  In fact, VDOT 
is responsible for maintenance of all public streets, roads, 
and highways in the county (in contrast to cities, where 
the city governments are responsible for maintenance).  
The exceptions to this general rule are the various private 
streets, for example in townhouse or condominium 
developments, where Property Owners' Associations have 
maintenance responsibility.
 VDOT maintains the following call-in and web-based 
systems for citizens to report road problems or concerns:
 VDOT Customer Service Center

 800-FOR-ROAD (800-367-7623)

 On-line Work Request
  www.Virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp

 Residents are encouraged to use these VDOT contact 
options to report problems or concerns about:

Traffic signals• 
Pavement conditions• 
Potholes• 
Roadside ditches• 
Curbs/gutters/drop inlets• 
STOP signs• 
Regulatory/warning/directional signs*• 
Roadside mowing**• 

Notes: *The county installs and maintains street name signs and 
 damage to those signs can be reported to the county at 
 890-3815.
 **The county has taken over mowing and landscape 
 responsibility on all or parts of several major corridors including 
 Routes 17, 171, 105, and 199, and the Merrimac Trail/Second 
 Street intersection area.  Questions about mowing on those 
 corridors can be directed to 890-3800.

VDOT is also responsible for major improvements to 
the county's roadways and there are two major projects 
currently underway.
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VIRGINIA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
York County-Poquoson Office

100 County Drive, P.O. Box 532
Yorktown, Virginia  23690-0532
(757) 890-4940/Fax 890-4033

E-mail:  ex199@vt.edu
Web Site:  www.yorkcounty.gov/vce

www.ext.vt.edu

 Telephone:    890-4940        Fax:      890-4033   E-mail:    ex199@vt.edu   Web:    www.yorkcounty.gov/vce

A Partnership of Virginia Tech and Virginia State University

College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences

School of Agriculture
Virginia State University

 Virginia Cooperative Extension  provides educational programs conducted in 
workplaces, schools, and communities of Virginians.  Research based information 
from Virginia Tech and Virginia State University is used by Extension Agents 
and their volunteers to teach people innovative ways to solve problems.
 If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services 
or other accommodations to participate in any of these programs, please call 
the York Cooperative Extension Office at 890-4940 to discuss accommodations 
ten days prior to the event.

 Horticultural Extravaganza
  The 2013 Horticultural Extravaganza 
is scheduled for March 10, 2013, from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Tabb High School.  The 
Extravaganza will cover a broad amount 
of information for both the novice and the 
more experienced gardener.  Topics will 
cover all facets of gardening including:

Specialty plants• 
Landscape design• 
Self-sufficiency through backyard food • 
production.

 The registration fee is $16 and includes a lunch.  
Registration materials will be available in January.  For 
more information, please call 890-4940 or e-mail ex199@
vt.edu.

 Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course
   The 2013 Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course will be 
held February 4-7, 2013, at the Newport News Marriott 
at City Center.  Visit www.mahsc.org for registration and 
information.

  Free Pruning Clinics
   February is the time to prune ornamental plants, and we 
have scheduled a number of demonstration clinics to ensure 
that you are pruning your much-loved plants to promote 
proper health and growth.  These clinics include hands-on 
demonstrations, so be sure to bring your pruning shears.  
Clinics are held from 10 a.m. to noon.
   To register, please call 890-4940 or e-mail ex199@vt.edu.

Grafton True Value Hardware - February 2• 
Taylor's Do-It-Best (Poquoson) - February 16• 
Ken Matthews Garden Center - TBD• 

 York/Poquoson Junior 4-H Camp
  Registration begins mid-January, by mail only, for the 
2013 York-Poquoson Junior 4-H Camp.  This year, York 
County/Poquoson youth will camp July 29-August 2 at the 
Jamestown 4-H Center in Williamsburg, VA.  Activities 
include archery, canoeing, marine science, swimming and 
having entirely too much fun all of the time!
 Camp will cost $225 per camper.  We also are offering 
sibling and adult volunteer discounts.  Registration 
materials will be available mid-January.  
 For more information, or to be added to the mailing list, 
please call 890-4940 or e-mail ex199@vt.edu.
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 Stormwater BMP Publication   

 The county requires Stormwater BMP systems to be main-
tained by the owners or Homeowners Associations (HOA).  
BMPs - Best Management Practices - can be dry ponds, wet 
ponds, wetland ponds, infiltration systems, rain gardens or 
any combination of things that control and treat stormwa-
ter.  
 Grass around the ponds should be cut at least twice a year 
or more often to keep the grass at three to six inches.  Keep 
trash out of these systems as the water will cause them to 
float and block the outfall structure.  The outfall structure 
should be checked before and after rains to make sure that 
the openings are not blocked and the structure is not dam-
aged.  If it is damaged, it should be repaired before it gets 

worse and more costly to fix.  BMPs con-
structed after 2003 have a recorded BMP 
Maintenance Agreement.
   For more information on BMP main-
tenance, check the Stormwater website 
at www.yorkcounty.gov/stormwater for 
guidance on "Maintaining Lakes and 
Ponds."  For more information or to 
request a copy, call Environmental and 

Development Services at 890-3752.
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Route 17 Widening from 4 to 6 lanes between •	
Route 134 and Wolf Trap Road:  This $63.7 million 
project will provide much needed capacity enhancements 
for the most congested segment of Route 17.  Utility 
relocation work is already underway and as part of that 
effort the county is partnering with VDOT and the utility 
companies to relocate the lines underground between 
Showalter Road and Wolf Trap Road.  Also part of the 
project is a separate bike/pedestrian path between Mill 
Road and Showalter Road including barrier separation 
as it crosses the new bridge that will span the Harwood's 
Mill spillway.  Construction is anticipated to begin in 
May 2013, proceeding in three phases from south to 
north, with final completion expected by September 
2016.
Lakeside Drive Turning Lane/Safety •	
Improvements:  this project is intended to provide 
safety enhancements at the side street intersections 
along Lakeside Drive between Route 17 and Old 
Lakeside Drive by adding center left-turn lanes and 
adding or improving the shoulder right-turn lanes or 
tapers.  Roadside drainage will be converted from open 
ditches to a piped system with curbing and drop inlets.  
Construction is projected to start in June 2013 and to be 
completed by May of 2015.

• Keep a lid nearby when you’re cooking to smother small grease 
fires. Smother the fire by sliding the lid over the pan and turn 
off the stove top. Leave the pan in place and covered until it is 
completely cooled. 
• For an oven fire turn off the heat and keep the door closed. 

 Candle Safety Tips 
• Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. 
Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom and other areas where 
people may fall asleep.
• Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can 
burn.
• Think about using flameless candles in your home. 

If you do burn candles, make sure that you...  
• Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over easily. 
• Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface. 
• Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing 
away from the flame. 
• Don’t burn a candle all the way down. 
• Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home. 

*Facts and figures (during the five-year period of 2005-2009): 
• More than one-third (36%) of home candle fires started in 
bedrooms. These fires caused 43% of the associated deaths and 
47% of the associated injuries. 
• On average, 35 home candle fires were reported per day.  
• Falling asleep was a factor in 12% percent of the home candle 
fires and 42% of the associated deaths. 
• 55% of home candle fires occurred when some form of 
combustible material was left or came too close to the candle. 
• In December, 11% of home candle fires began with decorations 
compared to 4% the rest of the year. 

 Please be sure to cook and “candle with care.” Contact the 
York County Department of Fire and Life Safety if you have 
any questions or need more information by calling 890-3600 
Monday through Friday, 8:15 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or e-mail 
us at flsafety@yorkcounty.gov. For more safety information 
on-line please visit www.yorkcounty.gov/fire or www.nfpa.
org.   
   *The source of facts and figures are from NFPA's "Home Candle Fires" 
report by Marty Ahrens, December 2011.

VDOT, continued from page 10

Cook and "Candle with Care," continued from page 7


