
4-H Schoolyard Nature Notes, Index 
 

FEATURES & MENTIONS  

Featured Schools of the Quarter 
Bethel Manor ES, 2015/16Q2-p.1 
Grafton Bethel ES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Poquoson ES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Waller Mill ES, 2015/16Q4-p.5 
York HS, 2015/16Q1-p.1 
 

Fine Arts: Artwork/Videos/Writing 
Bethel Manor ES, 2016/17Q2-p.5; 2015/16Q2-p.2 
Grafton Bethel ES, 2015/16Q4-p.4 
Poquoson ES, 2015/16Q3-p.4 
Seaford ES, 2016/17Q2-p.5 
Tabb ES, 2016/17Q2-p.5; 2015/16Q2-p.4;  
 2015/16Q4-p.4 
 

Citizen Science Projects 
Driven to Discover, 2015/16Q3-p.3 (birds/monarchs) 
eBird, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
Firefly Watch, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)  

2014/15Q2-p.1; 2015/16Q2-p.2 
iNaturalist, 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Journey North 

hummingbirds, 2015/16Q1-p.3 
monarchs, 2015/16Q2-p.5, 2014/15Q3-p.1  
owls, 2015/16Q2-p.3   
robins, 2014/15Q3-p.1  
tulips, 2015/16Q3-p.3  

Milkweed Genetics, William & Mary, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, 2015/16Q1-p.2 
Monarch Watch, 2015/16Q1-p.2 
mPING, 2015/16Q3-p.3 
Osprey Watch, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
Project BudBurst, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Project Monarch Health, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Project Squirrel, 2015/16Q4-p.3 
Vanishing Firefly Project, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas, 2015/16Q4-p.3 
Virginia Wildlife Mapping, 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Young Reporters for the Environment, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
 

Smartphone Apps 
eBird, 2015/16Q3-p.2; 2015/16Q2-p.2  
Instagram 

@YHSscience, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Merlin, 2015/16Q3-p.2; 2014/15Q2-p.1  
Monarch SOS Citizen Science App, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Project Squirrel, 2015/16Q4-p.3 
 

School Mentions 

Bethel Manor ES  
 2016/17Q2-p.5; 2015/16Q2-p.1,2 
Dare ES 
 2016/17Q2-p.1; 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Grafton Bethel ES 
 2016/17Q2-p.1,6; 2015/16Q4-p.4,6; 
 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Magruder ES 
 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Poquoson ES 
 2015/16Q3-p.1,4; 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Seaford ES 
 2016/17Q2-p.1,5,6 
Tabb ES 
 2016/17Q2-p.1,5; 2015/16Q4-p.4;  
 2015/16Q2-p.4  
Tabb MS 
 2016/17Q2-p.6 
Waller Mill ES 
 2015/16Q4-p.1,5,6; 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Yorktown ES 
 2015/16Q4-p.6; 2014/15Q4-p.1 
York HS 
 2015/16Q4-p.2,6; 2015/16Q3-p.5;  
 2015/16Q1-p.1; 2014/15Q4-p.1 
 

PEOPLE 

Teachers 
Joel Argall, YES, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Carol Bauer, GBES, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Amy Holtschneider, YHS, 2015/16Q1-p.1 
Amber LaMonte, YHS, 2015/16Q4-p.2,6 
Sabrina Lee Phan, BMES, 2015/16Q2-p.2 
Susan Northcutt, PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Jenna Rowe, BMES, 2015/16Q2-p.1 
Roger Searles, WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1,6 
 

Outreach Partners 
What is an Outreach Partner?  2014/15Q3-p.2 
Pam Camblin, PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Barbara Dunbar, YHS, 2015/16Q1-p.1 
Patty Maloney, WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
Stephanie Schmuck, GBES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Kris Wessler, DES, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
 

Community Partners 
Laurie Halperin, York Beautification, 2014/15Q3-p.2 
Larry Riddick, MG/VMN, 2015/16Q1-p.1 

 



CRITTERS 

Birds of the Quarter 
American Goldfinch, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
American Robin, 2014/15Q3-p.1 
Cedar Waxwing, 2015/16Q3-p.2 
Downy Woodpecker, 2015/16Q1-p.2 
Eastern Bluebird, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
Great Horned Owl, 2015/16Q2-p.3 
Northern Cardinal, 2014/15Q2-p.1 
Osprey, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
 

Bird Info 
Attract birds with habitat additions, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Bird cam websites, 2015/16Q4-p.2; 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Driven to Discover, citizen science, 2015/16Q3-p.3 
Migrating birds, support for, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Migration perils, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Nestboxes, 2016/17Q2-p.4 
Ospreys, at WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
Pinecone bird feeders, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Roost box, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
Shrubs to attract birds, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Silent flight of an owl, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
STEM activity to build a nest, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Water feature, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
 

Monarch Info 
Driven to Discover, citizen science, 2015/16Q3-p.3 
Gardener’s guide to saving monarchs, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Monarch migration + Hurricane; 2015/16Q2-p.5 
Oe parasite, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Pruning milkweed, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Raising monarchs in the classroom, 2015/16Q2-p.1 
Symbolic monarch migration, Journey North 

PES, 2015/16Q3-p.4 
Tagging and releasing monarchs 

BMES, 2015/16Q2-p.1  
PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
TES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 

 

Pollinator Info 
Bats, TED Ed, 2016/17Q2-p.6 
How do insects survive over winter, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
National strategy on pollinator health, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Pollinator Partnership, 2016/17Q12-p.4 
Where butterflies go over the winter, 2015/15Q2-p.2 
 

Taxonomy 
American Goldfinch, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
American Robin, 2014/15Q3-p.1 
Cedar Waxwing, 2015/16Q3-p.2 
Downy Woodpecker, 2015/16Q1-p.2 
Eastern Bluebird, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
Firefly, 2014/15Q4-p.2  
Great Horned Owl, 2015/16Q2-p.3 

Monarch, 2015/16Q1-p.2 
Osprey, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
 

HABITATS 

Caretaking of Schoolyard Habitat 
Meadow Mudballs, GBES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
Mulching, 2016/17Q2-p.2; 2015/16Q1-p.3;  
 2014/15Q4-p.3; 2014/15Q3-p.3  
Pruning Milkweed, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Stewardship  

before first day of school, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
during fall, 2016/17Q2-p.2; 2015/16Q2-p.5 
during winter, 2016/17Q2-p.2; 2015/16Q3-p.4;  
 2014/15Q2-p.2  
over the summer, 2014/15Q4-p.3 

Water feature, cleaning/refilling, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
Watering over the summer, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Weeding, 2015/16Q1-p.3 
 Springtime weeding, 2015/16Q4-p.3 
Workdays in conjunction with 

Back-to-School, DES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
Green Apple Day of Service, 2015/16Q1, p.1 
National Public Lands Day, 2015/16Q1, p.1 

 

Certification of Wildlife Habitat 
Monarch Waystation, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 

Schoolyard Habitats, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
North American Butterfly Association (NABA) 

Butterfly Garden, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Pollinator Partnership, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Virginia Habitat Partners, 2014/15Q4-p.3  
Xerces Society, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
 

Habitat Improvements 
Benefits of Butterfly Gardens 

YCSD press release, 2015/16Q2-p.2 
Bird-friendly amenities, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Bluebird trail 

GBES, 2014/15Q4-p.1  
PES,  2015/16Q3-p.1  
WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1  

Bones of a habitat, 2015/16Q2-p.5 
Bridges, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
Building a schoolyard field guide, 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Certifying the habitat, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Compost bin, YHS, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Creating an inviting habitat, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Frog pond at YHS, 2015/16Q1-p.1; 2014/15Q4-p.1  
Insect hotels, 2015/16Q2-p.5; 2014/15Q3-p.3  
Milkweed patch, SES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
Nature trail  

WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1,6; 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Olla, Tabb public library, 2016/17Q2-p.4 



Outdoor pavilion at PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Rain barrels 
 MES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Seedballs, GBES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
Solarizing to prep for new habitat area, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Tree planting, 2015/16Q2-p.6 
Wildflower meadow, GBES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
 

Native Plants 
As is, native plants over winter, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
Perennials, gaps in blooming, 2015/16Q3-p.4 
Milkweed patch, SES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
Native plant investigations, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
Seedballs  
 Meadow mudballs, GBES, 2017/17Q2-p.1 
Shrubs to attract birds, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Sources for native plants and seeds, 2015/16Q3-p.4 
Trees & pollinators, website links, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
 

Weeds 
What is a weed?, 2015/16Q4-p.3 
Chickweed, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Grass, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Hairy bittercress, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Japanese stiltgrass, 2015/16Q1-p.3 
Mulberry weed, 2015/16Q1-p.3 
Non-native invasives, 216/17Q2-p.6; 2015/16Q1-p.3 
 

PROGRAM SUSTAINABILITY 

Community Partners 
askHRGreen.org, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
Tabb Public Library, 2016/17Q2-p.4 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries,  
 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Waters Edge Church, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Williamsburg Bird Club, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
York Beautification Committee  

2014/15Q4-p.1; 2014/15Q3-p.2 
 

Funding for Nature-based Projects 
askHRGreen.org, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
GoFundMe, for WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
NOAA B-WET Grant, YHS, 2015/16Q1-p.1 
Project Learning Tree  

GreenWorks! Grant, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
York Beautification Committee 

Earth Day Mini-Grants, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
 

 

NATURE-BASED STUDIES/ACTIVITIES 

Bird Education 
Bird Sleuth 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 2015/16Q4-p.1 
Bird booklets, WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1,5 
 

Books, nature-related at public library, 2016/17Q2-p.6 
 

Curriculum/Activity Guides 
Bird Sleuth Program, Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

2016/17Q2-p.4 
WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1 

Green Learning Educational Guide 
askHRGreen.org, 2014/15Q4-p.4 

Green Schoolyards America, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
Pollinator Partnership, 216/17Q2-p.4 
Project Learning Tree,  
 Leaf Activities, 2016/17Q2-p.4 
Teaching About Soundscapes, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
 

Ecosystem 
Milkweed plant ecosystem, 2015/15Q1-p.2 
Trees provided habitat, 2015/16Q2-p.6 
 

Edible Gardens 
Edible Flowers, GBES, 2014/15Q4-p1 
Salad Garden, GBES, 2014/15Q4-p1 
Sunflowers, GBES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Three Sisters Garden, GBES, 2015/15Q4-p.1 
 

Food Chains, Food Webs 
Owl pellet activity, 2015/16Q2-p.3 
 

Linguistics 
Dialect survey, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
 

Literary Extensions 
Field journals, WMES, 2015/16Q4-p.1,5 
Nature journal, sample pages, 2015/16Q3-attachment 
Persuasive letters, 2015/16Q3-p.6 
Poetry, GBES, 2015/16Q4-p.4 
Thank you notes to supportive organizations, 
2015/16Q3-p.6 
Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE), 
2015/16Q3-p.5 
 

Local Service Projects 
Field guide to your schoolyard, 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Native plant habitat at Tabb public library,  
 2016/17Q2-p.4 
Oyster shell collection containers need painting, 
2014/15Q3-p.2 
 

Migration 
Birds, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Hummingbirds, 2015/15Q1-p.3 
Monarchs, 2015/16Q2-p.5 
Ospreys, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
 

Nature Cams 
Bald Eagles, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Great Horned Owls, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Long Eared Owls, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
Osprey Cams, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
Peregrine Falcon, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
 



Off-Campus Field Experiences  
PES 4th Graders to PLG, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
PES teachers to PLG + Marsh Walk, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
 

Outdoor Educational Activities 
Field guide for schoolyard, 2016/17Q2-p.3 
Seasonal outdoor activities  

for autumn, 2015/16Q2-p.6; 2015/16Q1-p.3  
for spring, 2014/15Q3-p.2 
for summer, 2014/15Q4-p.4 

Sound mapping, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
STEM activities 

PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 (bird nests) 
 

Seasonal Information 
Phenology wheel to make, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
 

* AUTUMN 
  artwork, 2015/16Q2-p.1 
  outdoor activities, 2015/16Q2-p.6; 2015/16Q1-p.3  
* WINTER 
  How do animals cope with winter?, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
  How do insects survive over winter, 2016/17Q2-p.2 
  Outdoor activities, 2015/16Q2-p.6 
  Snowcrystals, 2015/16Q3-p.2  
* SPRING 
  outdoor activities, 2014/15Q3-p.2 
* SUMMER 
  outdoor activities, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
 

Soundscapes 
Curriculum, 2015/15Q1-p.4 
Owl sounds, Journey North link, 2015/16Q2-p.3 
Silent flight, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
 

Water Quality 
GBES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Trees protect water, 2015/16Q2-p.6 
 

Weather Studies 
mPING, 2015/16Q3-p.2 
Rain gauge, CoCoRaHS, DES, 2015/16Q4-p.6 
Snowcrystals, 2015/16Q3-p.2 
Temperatures over time, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
 

GREENER SCHOOLS 

School Certification 
Green School Alliance Membership, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Green School Initiative  

Green Schools, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Project Learning Tree’s Green Schools, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
U.S. Department of Education 

Green Ribbon Schools, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Virginia Naturally School Recognition, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
 
 
 

Ecology/Environmental Clubs 
Ecology Club at PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
Green Team at YHS, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
Monarch Club at SES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
 

Environmental Literacy 
Green summer reading, 2014/15Q4-p.4 
Journaling, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Project reports by students, 2015/16Q3-p.6 
Thank you letters, 2015/16Q3-p.6 
YCSD receives NOAA/B-WET grant; 2015/16Q2-p.6 
 

Recycling/Upcycling 
Recycled items collected by schools; 2015/16Q2-p.6 
TerraCycle; 2015/16Q2-p.6 
 

Student Clubs & Nature-Based Learning 
Ecology Club at PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
First LEGO League Club 
 GBES, 2016/17Q2-p.1,6 
 SES, 2016/17Q2-p.6 
 TMS, 2016/17Q2-p.6 
Green Team at YHS, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
Monarch Club at SES, 2016/17Q2-p.1 
 

Water Conservation 
askHRGreen.org, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
Rain barrels at Magruder ES, 2014/15Q4-p.1 
Water bottle refill station at YHS, 2015/16Q4-p.2 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Professional Development Workshops 
Monarch Teacher Network 

2015/16Q3-p.1; 2014/15Q4-p.1  
WOW, Wonders of Wetlands at PES, 2015/16Q3-p.1 
 

Moments of Zen 
Bird migration perils, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Instagram, @yhsscience, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Nature is Speaking, 2014/15Q2-p.2 
Precipitation reports across the U.S., 2015/16Q3-p.3 
Silent flight of an owl, 2015/16Q3-p.5 
Sounds of Zen, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
TED talks inspired by nature, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Miscellaneous 
Guest speakers, 2015/16Q1-p.4 
Master Gardener training, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
National Pollinator Health Strategy, 2014/15Q4-p.2 
Virginia Master Naturalist training, 2014/15Q4-p.3 
 

TED Talk and TED ED Links 
Bernie Krause, "Voice of the Natural World,” 
 2015/16Q1-p.4 
Nature’s Wonder, 2014/15Q3-p.3 
TED Ed Links, 2016/17Q2-p.6 


