
COUNTY OF YORK 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 16, 2025 

TO: York County Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Mark L. Bellamy, Jr., County Administrator 

SUBJECT: Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement Updates 

Attached is a summary of the draft revised Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement. The 
original Agreement, signed in 20 14, is being updated as it approaches its 2025 milestone 
targets. The revised version reduces the original ten goals to four broader goals focused 
on habitat, water quality, land use, and community engagement. Land conservation is 
now emphasized as a central strategy, and the draft highlights the importance of local 
governments in shaping land use decisions. Several updated outcomes within the 
Agreement are especially relevant for localities. The Chesapeake Bay Program is 
currently accepting feedback on the draft and may be submitted via email at 
comments@chesapeakebay.net. 

Bellamy/3309 

Attachment: 
• Chesapeake Bay Program Flyer 
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ANew Chapter for the Watershed Agreement 

Signed in 2014, the ChesaQeake Ba>:: Watershed 
~greement governs the restoration of t he Bay 
watershed. As many milestones in the 2014 
Agreement approach their target dates in 
December 2025, the Chesapeake Bay Program 
Partnership has drafted a revised Watershed 
~greement t o chart a course for the future and 
strengthen the partnerships bet ween the states, 
loca l governments and federal agencies working 
to protect the Chesapeake Bay. 

How to Submit Public Feedback 

The public feedback period for the 
revised Agreement is open from July 1 -
September 1, 2025. 

For more information, check out FAQ 
on the Rublic feedback wocess. 

Want to learn more before submitting 
feedback? Register for a loca l 
government Q&A webinar on Aug. 13 
from 12-1 Rm. 

SUBMIT FEEDBACK: 

What's Changed in the Agreement 

• Minor edits were made to the Agreement's Vision 
for "an environmentally and economically 
sustainable and resilient Chesapeake Bay 
watershed w ith clean water, abundant life, 
conserved and healthy working lands, a vibrant 
cultural heritage and a wide range of engaged 
individuals whose communities enjoy access to the 
waters and natural landscapes of the region." 

• The Agreement's original ten goals were simplified 
into four broader ones. By streamlining goals, the 
Partnership aims to make t he Agreement more 
actionable and accessible. 

■ Thriving Habitat and Wildlife 
■ Clean Water 
■ Healthy Landscapes 
■ Engaged Communities 

• Conservation was elevated as a key theme w ithin 
the Agreement. This ensures land protection and 
informed development decisions are viewed as 
essential to achieving clean water goals, and 
recognizes the pivotal role that local governments 
play in land use decisions. 

Submit feedback on the revised Agreement via email at ~ P-eakebay:.net 
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KEY OUTCOMES FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
While each Outcome within the Watershed Agreement has been updated with new language and 
revised targets, the following four are particularly relevant for local governments. View all of the 

Outcomes in the draft revised Watershed Agreement. 
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