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Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rethinking What's Possible: May 2025 Wave Report
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Innovation is not just a buzzword—it’s the engine that drives economic growth,
attracts talent and shapes vibrant communities. At the Hampton Roads
Alliance, we believe that fostering a culture of innovation is essential to
unlocking the region’s full potential.
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Last month, | had the privilege to participate in the inaugural Global Institute for
Innovation Districts’ Global Summit. Leaders from around the world convened
to discuss the rise of innovation districts and how these areas can “invent and
prototype breakthrough technologies as well as solve technological challenges
that emerge from the accelerated surge in areas such as production and
decarbonization.”

Hampton Roads is doing just that.

Alliance COO Steve Harrison also joined a delegation of local leaders,
organized by the Virginia Peninsula Chamber, on a visit to Kendall Square in
Boston—known globally as “the most innovative square mile on the planet.” It
was a powerful experience seeing firsthand how intentional collaboration
between higher education, industry and government can spark breakthrough
ideas and create ecosystems where innovation thrives.

The takeaways were clear: to compete in today’s economy, Hampton Roads
must continue building the infrastructure, partnerships and culture that support
big ideas and bold ventures. We have the assets—world-class research
institutions, a thriving port, a robust defense presence and an entrepreneurial
spirit.

What we need now is continued momentum and a playbook for us all to work
from (spoiler alert: that's coming next month).

This edition of our newsletter dives into the exciting ways innovation and
collaboration is already taking root across our region—and how together, we
can accelerate that growth to build a stronger, more resilient future for
Hampton Roads.




Let’'s keep moving forward—together.
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Douglas L. Smith
President & CEO

Hampton Roads Alliance
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Building a Stronger Region, One
Relationship at a Time

When Buffy Barefoot talks about Hampton
Roads, you can hear the pride in her voice
— a pride rooted in community, collaboration
and a steadfast belief in the power of
connection.
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Hampton Roads Leaders Explore
Kendall Square to Inspire Regional
Innovation Ecosystem Growth

What does it take to spark a world-class
innovation ecosystem?

Alliance President Doug Smith
Attends Global Institute on
Innovation Districts Global Summit

In April 2025, Doug Smith, President & CEO
of the Hampton Roads Alliance, participated
in the inaugural Global Summit hosted by
The Global Institute on Innovation Districts
(GIID) in Monterrey, Mexico.
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Sumitomo Drive Technologies to
Automate Warehouse and
Distribution Center in Chesapeake

The Virginia Economic Development
Partnership today announced that Sumitomo
Drive Technologies, a global power
transmission manufacturer, will invest $9.3
million to automate a warehouse and
distribution center in the City of Chesapeake.

ICYMI: LS Greenlink
Groundbreaking in Hampton
Roads, Virginia

Hampton Roads Alliance COO
Steve Harrison Provides Keynote
Address at William & Mary’s Public
Policy Commencement Ceremony
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When Steve Harrison stepped up to the
podium at William & Mary’s 2025 Public
Policy Commencement Ceremony, he wasn’t
just addressing graduates — he was
welcoming them into a lifelong community of
impact, innovation, and, as he fondly called
it, the “William & Mary Wow Factor.”

Showcasing Hampton Roads on
the Global Stage: 2025 SelectUSA
Investment Summit and Spin-Off
Event

Earlier this month, the Hampton Roads
region proudly took part in SelectUSA’s
Investment Summit Spin Off event, held May
6-9, followed by strong regional
representation at the

SelectUSA Conference May 11-14 in
National Harbor, Maryland.



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fe5x6mkoab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001Jm-Ln8aiIHKo2oKa2ihCfcbEZwtVJXOe3KM1c1jH7j2-r4ijctmeNs-Q8myr0Cn5J0axNTMUQABIZrxQZuEVjREBwTmWbi2LCq8UscAvLneaqMAsU5Yn1VGWb7zdUcw1Fm2AoKojeUXzBr-X4YAfOShIx_2nlB-lb80LT3d10toI0IB2tMUzOrFstCvwul0YFDVnE_1m5GigyK1bDdk7U_lic56qvphV%26c%3dfUVp51JargfnUn4UY_3246McxXNhyXkhAQ95XWWg0JQY2UyZjTr-cw%3d%3d%26ch%3dNS4rYq-K1YwsD6rFrw2T_gwe76y_46a4v9xlQMYSp9otu75WnudX5w%3d%3d&c=E,1,qWalWdQsX93pmaevqFZ7jgJewMgcOpMjflpDGR1vrpbO9yIv7L4ybHrTtv9shZriXy-fEE_kV6wPcl7kvzdGOk6FqyNWIqQeLU547z3K5lTOgyK8QMRq5h62Pfgv&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fe5x6mkoab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001Jm-Ln8aiIHKo2oKa2ihCfcbEZwtVJXOe3KM1c1jH7j2-r4ijctmeNs-Q8myr0Cn5oWMWjFKGDgvO939TmRcERYL0JRZWXtzjexfgY11PSaGZ-7aZiVc3Ozj-ra5SFcf4uADDwdeS49OHx8kiOWqXeHRwG1bZjkat%26c%3dfUVp51JargfnUn4UY_3246McxXNhyXkhAQ95XWWg0JQY2UyZjTr-cw%3d%3d%26ch%3dNS4rYq-K1YwsD6rFrw2T_gwe76y_46a4v9xlQMYSp9otu75WnudX5w%3d%3d&c=E,1,Qre-3TbdtEvw2VkN98vWAcxxegJUIqakOb3ZvmzrFLc5z-z8siHtuxK3ewUqpTxoqN9gxsTcehhEAGlXa2tXL3jnhs5iZvJ8rtJ-PCQ-&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fe5x6mkoab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001Jm-Ln8aiIHKo2oKa2ihCfcbEZwtVJXOe3KM1c1jH7j2-r4ijctmeNs-Q8myr0Cn5x05hWmB0UayYy4aOSYQ-hiJ77pfuH90LPY2SZImsrm_AqsLBXhLmCav4pIVRtSuBTFKVMLixInr1BbVkAfqeHUMKhqoJzR4IwC6DAMC-ely1qWY2mE_EoglVkG0NAcoxaloqwqEKDKE%3d%26c%3dfUVp51JargfnUn4UY_3246McxXNhyXkhAQ95XWWg0JQY2UyZjTr-cw%3d%3d%26ch%3dNS4rYq-K1YwsD6rFrw2T_gwe76y_46a4v9xlQMYSp9otu75WnudX5w%3d%3d&c=E,1,ddDzMyTVN3awGuXCMjRY9uObQ3AWS9oY_XQk2OqfuaycwUa3_t6KJvwwq4DXaSIXyeqCZkSGxvuhO_zUsKNyWs4UIyHm4_jBlB-ywM8V6YK8ZU9p8NjDlK6aH4Qr&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fe5x6mkoab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001Jm-Ln8aiIHKo2oKa2ihCfcbEZwtVJXOe3KM1c1jH7j2-r4ijctmeNs-Q8myr0Cn5J0axNTMUQABIZrxQZuEVjREBwTmWbi2LCq8UscAvLneaqMAsU5Yn1VGWb7zdUcw1Fm2AoKojeUXzBr-X4YAfOShIx_2nlB-lb80LT3d10toI0IB2tMUzOrFstCvwul0YFDVnE_1m5Gj_7PTaTFOC322CntUrq4G1%26c%3dfUVp51JargfnUn4UY_3246McxXNhyXkhAQ95XWWg0JQY2UyZjTr-cw%3d%3d%26ch%3dNS4rYq-K1YwsD6rFrw2T_gwe76y_46a4v9xlQMYSp9otu75WnudX5w%3d%3d&c=E,1,QoeprwRJtL6eBPBYmyvgRKv2_biVTAntumgJFYaVWq683_DoErHMLt5EJdu-i5GfaqNSRX_pmLrQRxu61XyFyYmkgINgQAqIVnbDtkco2U2TaTMaPDE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fe5x6mkoab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001Jm-Ln8aiIHKo2oKa2ihCfcbEZwtVJXOe3KM1c1jH7j2-r4ijctmeNs-Q8myr0Cn5x05hWmB0UayYy4aOSYQ-hiJ77pfuH90LPY2SZImsrm_AqsLBXhLmCav4pIVRtSuBTFKVMLixInr1BbVkAfqeHUMKhqoJzR4IwC6DAMC-ely1qWY2mE_EoiOhr6qbQnJDyPPon2WFuJY%3d%26c%3dfUVp51JargfnUn4UY_3246McxXNhyXkhAQ95XWWg0JQY2UyZjTr-cw%3d%3d%26ch%3dNS4rYq-K1YwsD6rFrw2T_gwe76y_46a4v9xlQMYSp9otu75WnudX5w%3d%3d&c=E,1,9dWPQQBr7vsl4pDDrLPHgGbF0UozYndhWmUdWlx-l0WE7EihldDiy_ZKpsqDXfdeJZcuMLD1Qf3WCJIabiLPX7pTmKGPdKSMLct1SpMEk5Dz&typo=1

IN OTHER NEWS

Virginia Natural Gas breaks
ground on $50M Chesapeake HQ

READ MORE

Sail250 to bring 60 ships to
Norfolk for America’s big
birthday

READ MORE

Rivers Casino Portsmouth to add
$65M hotel

READ MORE

Phenix Commerce Center lands
first tenant

READ MORE
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Flooring, Countertop Supplier
Opens Distribution Hub in Suffolk
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Ferguson Announces Two
Acquisitions
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Dominion Energy Charitable
Foundation Awards Grants to 352
Nonprofits Across Multiple States
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HIl Hosts United Kingdom House
of Commons Defence Committee
Members at Newport News
Shipbuilding

READ MORE
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Charter + COX

COMMUNICATI ONS

Charter Communications and
Cox Communications
Announce Definitive
Agreement to Combine
Companies

READ MORE
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Norfolk Southern, Port of Virginia
create country’s first RailGreen
Corridor

READ MORE

Click below to submit a story to the
Hampton Roads Alliance newsletter.
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