
 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Bellamy, Mark 
To: Schott, Heather 
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Executive Insight Brief 
Date: Friday, May 23, 2025 8:51:20 AM 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Rick Dwyer <rdwyer@hrmffa.org> 
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 8:50:39 AM 
To: Rick Dwyer <rdwyer@hrmffa.org> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Executive Insight Brief 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 
Below please find this week’s edition of Executive Insight Brief from The Roosevelt 
Group.  While we enjoy the long Memorial Day weekend, let us all take a moment to 
remember the true meaning of the holiday and honor the military members who have 
died in service to our nation. 

Rick Dwyer 
Executive Director 
Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance 
Office: 757-644-6324 
Mobile:  850-499-1068 
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May 23, 2025 

Executive Insight Brief 

Stay informed with The Roosevelt Group's Executive Insight Brief—your weekly 
roundup of key developments shaping federal policy, defense, and homeland 
security. Curated by our expert team, each issue delivers timely analysis and 

strategic context to help you stay ahead. 

Notable Headlines 

In CRA first, Senate blocks an EPA waiver after procedural change 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oPNqOVHoQrLQN_9X7XUxVFBoV5GloP-r198VUFO6GeZ3X-LEbTzkSWLhyGpVAll2J09OJ6vIpLfx7awnN9UsZahRgZFd_ttWGA%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,WnyrFfZ8sd1s6WDFveUgVo48OZQaGPhXsOvS5HOvD1SpLxk6njxOfTM-vcPfNjBWmC8_XoUbtiLMwV7AHfwy_sayBxJHSqCX_h3GSxyHmlz9h8NTk643&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtBnubq6IcbbtLRXmDY1Mjlbvh53J12BGNT9KQIQLZlY2OAqLya0Eet14FzO4FI56yJqbvzpeIECqgkoyqP6o0IECNTorWNIsJaiaaa_i9vq6DrAROP4YwQhA0WhlCv23BIo2qddlJnqBB8zNZiAeiiVXJlRCwYptTJu974822_tMXQrEdAmkIdEfqmOwcHrre%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,XcgpzUg608ju36RN6wk4Z94q9iLmHoixlXxPx6IB3KbK217EPBj8y4seJp5YwGco5cBagQcfq5Q6H7ewHf4MhVL71fUgvtkr1bfE2YUseN8,&typo=1


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Trump administration blocks Harvard's international enrollments, threatens 
broader crackdown 

RFK Jr.'s MAHA report raises concerns about vaccines, American foods and 
prescription drugs 

Two Israeli Embassy staffers shot dead outside D.C.'s Capital Jewish Museum 

Supreme Court tie vote dooms taxpayer funded Catholic charter school in 
Oklahoma 

View From The Hill 

The major news coming from Capitol Hill this week was Speaker Johnson (R-LA) 
successfully, narrowly passing House Republicans’ massive budget 
reconciliation bill, sending the border, defense, tax, and energy measure to the 
Senate where it is certain to be altered. House passage of President Trump’s so-
called “one big, beautiful bill” came just before 7:00 AM on Thursday morning, in 
a 215-214 vote along party lines. Two Republicans, Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) 
and Rep. Warren Davidson (R-OH), joined with all democrats to vote against the 
measure, with Rep. Andy Harris (R-MD) voting “present.” Make no mistake: while 
the bill has a rocky path ahead to final passage, this week was a clear victory 
for Speaker Johnson and President Trump, who have had a deeply divided 
House GOP to contend with over the last several weeks and months. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtc4-ZJIDxIglBd8jocaTmk5INu-RNxDXgp4aIDqzntdG1lnE8s82THYxCq7JQJvAY6RR2rWS8in2thfcDrQJ5-fWrTnII3PuzvtuGyHPKygp2QAnvHyKQvVaE03MuHACIPr2ogL6CvMJBhF6yKrdAPwwM88BzGQ1YqKFZc27SSUnRBmIaouBduc0ygCSMFiJrgH4g3K-KOWVo6SIR8Sjo8_9av9Z1Qosy%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,UjZ1Fp7C7-lYEU95h0GTkxNEFE-T9H1Hlil-Rj779g8sIYVC0rcPeEi3DEC_DZ1q88xFRis3WGuOBor1T7F6w1MvKi2BTtXB3uYseO7SGnMdFYEE&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtc4-ZJIDxIglBd8jocaTmk5INu-RNxDXgp4aIDqzntdG1lnE8s82THYxCq7JQJvAY6RR2rWS8in2thfcDrQJ5-fWrTnII3PuzvtuGyHPKygp2QAnvHyKQvVaE03MuHACIPr2ogL6CvMJBhF6yKrdAPwwM88BzGQ1YqKFZc27SSUnRBmIaouBduc0ygCSMFiJrgH4g3K-KOWVo6SIR8Sjo8_9av9Z1Qosy%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,UjZ1Fp7C7-lYEU95h0GTkxNEFE-T9H1Hlil-Rj779g8sIYVC0rcPeEi3DEC_DZ1q88xFRis3WGuOBor1T7F6w1MvKi2BTtXB3uYseO7SGnMdFYEE&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtPmwQpUiiGMpo1vm66xl9lUPP0k0li4QmmD4fjFqaNQYK2nCA5q_R6jdX2PwdbPOr1DF7VphiWQRmLRv_cTWRFKGqwXnn9NayGXliPVkcT6lPsI6SyBL1JFz3t1aT1Vc8CIKVbeIQQTpIV7MekvWdDLGMaroqOqHYCI5p0cx9SXxucojqMR8a_2NVAdWBh-4YSvsltSszaJ-wvewp3hBbZg%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,OIJip5hwS-pzZLBcz1wXBLcUIOxyxOk2mPpGSuqVmZ3CSC366xhTWctTu_hMmIsHop1yR6CRH1QR0H7fsDwMMv9mLdtgsHCJe7zn0BoX86I6EA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtPmwQpUiiGMpo1vm66xl9lUPP0k0li4QmmD4fjFqaNQYK2nCA5q_R6jdX2PwdbPOr1DF7VphiWQRmLRv_cTWRFKGqwXnn9NayGXliPVkcT6lPsI6SyBL1JFz3t1aT1Vc8CIKVbeIQQTpIV7MekvWdDLGMaroqOqHYCI5p0cx9SXxucojqMR8a_2NVAdWBh-4YSvsltSszaJ-wvewp3hBbZg%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,OIJip5hwS-pzZLBcz1wXBLcUIOxyxOk2mPpGSuqVmZ3CSC366xhTWctTu_hMmIsHop1yR6CRH1QR0H7fsDwMMv9mLdtgsHCJe7zn0BoX86I6EA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtCMenvH8A6LiTzLGPC2xU_SEPkGp7dA1ac_JqJr6KRD1BjIdDo00rId_lg0AfYkQS_JV7aRKC3nb61bbg0MAbsib-ZgBzYPxZp9sQ4BDjQn7hQldcwR4Y9K-uAcZHwAvo7sU9g7WgEjsn1FSTRlmzTy9tylPO7Q7T%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,0XO-2MPFuI7Xpx12wjwzgm7nH-2Od7MFpLq1M6KvYt2Ka69bpdeT7kVTzwme1RpP6kKvdAvSMJLOeR99i8uGXPkR6OzybY6Zu9hftHsgfnKksp3PPSekHIoglQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtVfYEDFAuvIVb5Yfnoh89yavc57tD9J3wuDWgeXpUcnQn1sId7cuJh5IioLRCtICpZ6EH69iSMrMx3zplo2HmWqeErKu6gCYQ5dq1E3pfityRzc0UVjCz6s_HPnKignW9UiIfF3-p49CiYxb500zJQcd1lZKO3v0ktOX_z7yLX72ViYCmoR48804Yn0_UGTGz1joMR0yV55skBCgsoJhStA%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,3zxsjhOJl3yEW0UwlIVL_l3r7lCe4yf3OykccoPIcgxsa06sezhyKWHPWsgQcA-i5z-wlcCEuvs0SYrdhgSIqBSIa4DIUaHFJ8Vzg9IzJQgN_x2FXFD2&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtVfYEDFAuvIVb5Yfnoh89yavc57tD9J3wuDWgeXpUcnQn1sId7cuJh5IioLRCtICpZ6EH69iSMrMx3zplo2HmWqeErKu6gCYQ5dq1E3pfityRzc0UVjCz6s_HPnKignW9UiIfF3-p49CiYxb500zJQcd1lZKO3v0ktOX_z7yLX72ViYCmoR48804Yn0_UGTGz1joMR0yV55skBCgsoJhStA%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,3zxsjhOJl3yEW0UwlIVL_l3r7lCe4yf3OykccoPIcgxsa06sezhyKWHPWsgQcA-i5z-wlcCEuvs0SYrdhgSIqBSIa4DIUaHFJ8Vzg9IzJQgN_x2FXFD2&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtMqAWz8t3MZva1CqevC-f2e8GyT6n-X3RpuWmN8y69XsIm0RGG7alSbqixtZl5TVsiqRi-0Rq4XgpKq3fmnL5My4IYIZ7bbMGHN5S3P--XkkG5BQqCe9GdMBWmD4SKsurnCN_FmDWw6NT8Wz1RNxePKJWJ_1TkzIrPdjOziSjdCmf4bu5V0jDZ7F4sIQWcgMzpqVPZwtpKUlLqrJRm-8hpQZ1nQagsXnK%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,hn9GbjLx9qKmbMtvkx9JKOYEYohM40ATwvWyEyHDApviPHl2QM1KwBvkxRSZp9SyRS-5tCyLYz0cd4sc8Z3KzX5mN_k8EOwXRA9wUvhd6dIpTTEtSs4AHmI,&typo=1


   

 

 

  

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

While Congress awaits the full budget request from the Trump administration, 
the so-called “skinny budget” was enough to spur the annual tradition of 
cabinet secretaries and agency heads testifying before their various 
committees of jurisdiction in support of the administration’s priorities. This week 
saw hearings from the Secretaries of Homeland Security, State, Health and 
Human Services, and others where they faced questions on everything from 
deportations to USAID and proposed cuts to Medicaid. 

The U.S. Department of Justice announced federal charges this week against 
Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-NJ), alleging two counts of “assaulting, resisting, and 
impeding” law enforcement officers. The alleged incident occurred when a 
group of Democratic Members of Congress and other elected officials sought to 
force their way into a federal immigration detention facility in New Jersey in 
protest of the Trump administration’s deportation policies. Newark Mayor Ras 
Baraka was arrested during the same incident for trespassing, though that 
charge was later dropped. McIver is disputing the charges, as the incident has 
become a flashpoint back in Washington over immigration policies and what 
Democrats contend are legitimate attempts at congressional oversight of the 
administration. 

The Senate advanced legislation to regulate certain cryptocurrencies this week, 
advancing the GENIUS Act in bipartisan 66-22 vote. The legislation, if ultimately 
enacted, is supported by the crypto industry and would set standards meant to 
protect consumers for certain stablecoins, which are tied to the value of 
another asset, often the U.S. dollar. 

House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mike Rogers (R-AL) told reporters 
this week that his panel would wait until after the budget reconciliation bill 
passes Congress before marking up the fiscal year 2026 National Defense 
Authorization Act. This could lead to a delayed markup timeline if House and 
Senate Republicans struggle to coalesce around final reconciliation legislation 
able to be passed by both chambers. 

Rep. Gerry Connelly (D-VA) passed away this week at age seventy-five, just 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTttjXPfYEW0exQCu64DQryJNo9dvDNbG5iKFrbSZnheLygWrsrKaQMawWjibI7SOK5avO9OiOoDuYc0Ndz5PsVA6ycdQEXvmXvpyy3XyaiKskTtcNXCafmpbVBiZ92Pjb8AuWEmXMGIvcMLU-NS1YNpAhkZN263_fkRG_8TSZyGxMBsJD0sYFJbux9AZPGS7EVMUeCIP64LQHbqsholAcSop_KAI35IBIoHCrzgyEA_kDMcBKdPiQSmmese1Dj2ri4%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,IuQ-5_uMtDzGrKiz7ODvWgagRozMaJz7pSrM-1NBvgbT8WcKYBr5rxHv5NbKVlGXwjwhW4CEFsUim6TodPrU7FBOgn-tV9IQLVZ9eRD7b64Zygb1T6Pv1PIeRnQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtJGXQo8CRRn6SXj60rySIvy1jGUYxXfweYcZ12JrWXz-5mQEyUPv9UJBFL2TbGNZGeFFgXPBPT1iPlIVicUuV398DQyVAbzJPIWGnD1GzmwD6AcGd1FtobbNfLmj90bsH5_InTJoEA9v9PjDQswckxQHTR6mX3BeiIzuRLTICj_Sb2fKjfOT9aJl0X-zszS15%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,ZLQNgimPP6EuGJIaFF-ddwnVEGDSu2tJ7bZrfNMfWAQqBgLmaIXmTt-hsRlXcOR7RNatXnchNkfI0NEDaJLdt9t-gJOxwmz7weFd6VeORw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTty7lhb5KLqIy9mLs-c-rmFjponwHZQPiKCTF3Y05MDtQyB8BQWSGJS3UO9AyQx-OQM9pmNWfkKuMZeqkhhyCScAMPUqSKBWmZgVJh8QgMy0s8PHIOv7Zeke_ZV3vlMryVbFsbWVLP_RewICpt2i2vmvuf7Y-xMu_4JxrrnLTMwKcOHhG_M_fftBnFJg7Onbj60Pn1S9kkCPo%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,3nYcaTNDX10PuG3q5ZlXRo8zmZDwytHXt-3OtXIdT4QXTiTbapoe_34_tu0cbt32cfqXABSgb2C5gFtripqCwTPAyqT3UUa-nmeWpL8-FbahWcq6c6AoAhs,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTty7lhb5KLqIy9mLs-c-rmFjponwHZQPiKCTF3Y05MDtQyB8BQWSGJS3UO9AyQx-OQM9pmNWfkKuMZeqkhhyCScAMPUqSKBWmZgVJh8QgMy0s8PHIOv7Zeke_ZV3vlMryVbFsbWVLP_RewICpt2i2vmvuf7Y-xMu_4JxrrnLTMwKcOHhG_M_fftBnFJg7Onbj60Pn1S9kkCPo%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,3nYcaTNDX10PuG3q5ZlXRo8zmZDwytHXt-3OtXIdT4QXTiTbapoe_34_tu0cbt32cfqXABSgb2C5gFtripqCwTPAyqT3UUa-nmeWpL8-FbahWcq6c6AoAhs,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtCT2dnrUiYBIVgILzP6aWUN0agxUQk0Bt18hGJzaTGImrNPoHpWZ03LOFxVWV_O8F3cVPkQ60dsbRNgIXBoH43HSl2_IQibaCmJnruDzfdalqrhR4QfvmOCVwP7J-u11e0HNacgpjB3jJhRWonFoqRpu18jDI4a0Op_bDMSOUL1MDBPd0IzcFCPkritAYGPGZ%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,8sM7Y23JBH0oU7qnuCHycQ4OTF1ALieDmrdOxAJep7gsX6gvOYsPgTMbkeWh1NC8KYGBSBdzGWsbmOFxcGaTe3k3VuCF8WPvxtgYVJ0xXRExFpRE7BTY&typo=1
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weeks after announcing the return of esophageal cancer. His illness forced him 
to step down as the top Democrat on the House Oversight and Reform 
Committee and opt against running for reelection in his Northern Virginia 
district. While a macabre data point, the late congressman’s passing did add 
fuel to the fire in Washington’s Democratic circles about the generally more 
elderly state of elected officials in the Democratic Party, compared to their GOP 
colleagues. The last eight Members of Congress to die while in office have all 
been Democrats. 

Pentagon News 

The tide may be turning at the Pentagon, where a once-fringe proposal to give 
troops the “right to repair” their own gear is suddenly gaining bipartisan steam. 
The legislation, spearheaded by Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Rep. Marie 
Gluesenkamp Perez (D-WA), would require military contractors to provide 
access to the tools, software, and technical data needed for in-house 
equipment repairs—long considered a non-starter for defense industry giants 
and, until recently, the Department of Defense (DoD) itself. 

The bill, which was stripped from last year’s NDAA, is being revitalized as Warren, 
often a sharp critic of the Trump-era Pentagon, finds herself aligned with Trump 
administration holdovers and House Armed Services Chair Mike Rogers (R-AL). 
Momentum is building: the Army has already begun incorporating right-to-
repair provisions in contracts, and officials across DoD are signaling they’re 
open to change. 

To proponents, the shift is overdue. Service members are often stuck in an 
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unenviable limbo, forced to wait weeks for repairs while critical equipment sits 
idle. For Warren and Gluesenkamp Perez, the stakes are about readiness and 
self-sufficiency, but defense contractors worry that the policy could jeopardize 
safety and intellectual property. Whether these proposals survive the NDAA 
process this year or not, they mark a growing appetite in Congress to rethink 
the status quo. 

As legislative interest deepens and policy shifts take root, attention turns to how 
other defense priorities are evolving in parallel. 

On Wednesday morning, the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) published a pre-
solicitation notice to advance President Trump’s Golden Dome for America 
program, referred to as Scalable Homeland Innovative Enterprise Layered 
Defense (SHIELD). The multiple-award contract is set to be indefinite delivery, 
indefinite quantity (IDIQ), with a period of performance of 10 years. This notice 
builds off momentum from the President’s program launched on Tuesday, May 
20 to officially begin in FY2026. During the announcement, the President named 
General Michael Guetlein, Vice Chief of Space Operations, to lead the charge. 

Within the notice, MDA described the program as “an advanced, multi-domain 
defense system capable of detecting, tracking, intercepting, and neutralizing 
threats…across all phases of flight by ballistic, hypersonic, and cruise missiles, 
and other advanced aerial attacks.” Senators Sullivan (AK), Cramer (ND), and 
Banks (IN) have praised the program’s layered protection framework that 
expands into space threats, which will offer opportunities for younger Silicon 
Valley tech companies to be involved, rather than limiting the scope of work to 
traditional contractors in defense procurement. 

While Trump declared $175 billion as the program’s predicted price tag, some 
analysts with the Congressional Budget Office claimed the estimation was too 
optimistic. However, Republican lawmakers have expressed confidence in 
SHIELD’s fiscal stimulation of American companies to progress homeland 
defense and tech capabilities. In the upcoming week, the MDA will release a 
draft solicitation, while a formal solicitation could be published as early as 
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June. 

While the SHIELD initiative represents a bold step toward advanced missile 
defense, developments elsewhere in defense procurement are stirring equally 
intense scrutiny. 

The Trump administration has officially accepted a luxury Boeing 747-8 jet from 
the Qatari government with the intent to use it as a future Air Force One. Valued 
at hundreds of millions of dollars, the gift has sparked debate regarding its 
legality, ethical implications, and security. President Trump stated he would be 
“stupid” to decline such an offer. Critics have raised concerns about the gift 
violating the Constitution’s Foreign Emoluments Clause or being an attempt to 
buy influence. The White House, however, maintains that the gift to the 
Department of Defense follows legal protocols. 

The current Air Force One fleet has been in use for over three decades. Boeing 
has already been customizing two new 747 jets to serve as the next generation 
of Air Force One, but the project has faced a number of setbacks and delays, 
leading Trump to voice his frustration, “We’re very disappointed that it’s taking 
Boeing so long to build a new Air Force One.” 

Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT), a senior member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, raised concerns that a foreign government outfitting a highly 
sensitive U.S. plane like Air Force One is a “pretty bad idea,” especially with 
Trump’s suggestion that it could be kept at his presidential library at the end of 
his term. Along with the ethical controversy, experts warn of the financial costs 
of accepting the jet. Despite the plane’s luxurious interior, converting it to meet 
Air Force One’s extensive security, communication, and defense standards will 
take years and cost up to a billion dollars. 
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTtRQU4Kberb5gZH8cKsCJ8Wz0ahcjfO3g3wXKugvysnZ_EDqWIRgMQm1ltxSMDzACMpVIKTpyORHfKR-u67CGmJPbC8qEzD8shcVj3o8jxgf6F3lX4WFRAy7UBkhWw8DzNb8yfhv1BO0UwxMjYcXwnjbPPVFxV6ShITicnGkBmLddp2XSvf-PhkaJY4MZBKOOZ7cKUt4MpJRiQWk5LPxSYOqrs6ClO4wSS%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,esFhQG1MZYNVI6gXemOyPzI-yR3nA1RAz2X6OuA2NjkbKevPmDiKa2gIDXNVfhoMAH1FMdaPjRhZqdqmcwO5qwPo4qpEeV9h72nz_nzamnliawJdep_UqBKMMlHj&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013x3m4tCOFGl5IwfKcbnhA6jKJ4H6FI5W3iLWEmQPopQJ_RaZMLP6oGyAtclnRuTt7GTCyQoRUQSEewSkhH5LjvFlvlwnyQT9Sr_XKuWlRlbpYa7vm3oglfAFTS9AuqD8tM_prEKzoZnhU8idnyXkCYfVh5dxNB2ul2UdKf92ET3qIzky06_NXyy5Bqvtme8UXpR2pRgErmE7MY6zp2Okfk8ODGceSteNgrneVGk24zswhOf3z65BWQ%3d%3d%26c%3dUSpHUegrGiPDYkjRErWejYwHy81Rv4CcZREcpIse_TPcwJSdcHlkPA%3d%3d%26ch%3dOjw2AVLrdEBqa24KvLUH1WpFbvsdKLWK7YxsZVGWid7ALflkTDLWow%3d%3d&c=E,1,CJtk9t9wCPOPqdYD56tZN7GXE6bU3xIzDBqQWB4LiHuo7gzPTgrGBefLXaEUOLDN8LaeIvByQeb_5edN9JnWTm7I2xPmbQFjXXIOrpFiZqOImA,,&typo=1


 

 

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

Next Week's Hearings 

Armed Services Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 

· NONE 

U.S. Senate 

· NONE 

Appropriations Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 

· NONE 

U.S. Senate 

· NONE 

Homeland Security Committee 



﻿U.S. House of Representatives 

· 5/28, 5:00 PM - “Innovation Nation” Field Hearing at Stanford University on 
US Cybersecurity Posture 

U.S. Senate 

· NONE 

200 Massachusetts Ave. NW 

Suite 360 

Washington, DC 20001 

Phone: (202) 469-3490 
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