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There’s a lot of exciting momentum regarding new library spaces, and we’re thrilled to
share some big updates on library building projects currently underway—each one led
by the localities in which they’re located. While these projects are not managed by
Williamsburg Regional Library (WRL), we’re proud to collaborate closely with our
partners in the City of Williamsburg and James City County as they work to shape the
future of library service in our community.

In the City of Williamsburg, the process to design and build a replacement downtown
library took a major step forward in 2024 with the issuance of a Solicited Conceptual
Phase Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure RFP. After reviewing
proposals from three respondents, the City Council—supported by the expertise of a
construction management firm—asked the City Manager to form an evaluation
committee. That group, which included representatives from the WRL Board of
Trustees, Friends of WRL Foundation Board, City staff, and WRL staff, recommended
moving forward with Hourigan Construction. City Council has since authorized
negotiations for an Interim Agreement to begin the design process, which will include
future opportunities for public input.

In James City County, expanding library services has long been a priority, and we’re
pleased to see forward progress on a potential new library. The County’s Board of
Supervisors recently approved an agreement to begin programming and schematic
design for a library as part of the proposed consolidated Government Center at 5231
Longhill Road. The County has tasked Henderson/Gilbane with leading this design
work, a key step in addressing the library system’s space shortage and supporting our
growing population. We’re eager to see what comes next and to continue advocating
for a library that meets the evolving needs of our community.

And there’s more good news from WRL, especially for families and caregivers of
children. James City County has awarded a contract to GC Commercial to construct a n
natural landscape playground at the James City County Library. This will be funded by n
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th Fri nd of WRL Foundation and donation from Kiwani ub of oonia a ita,
Kiwani  ub of Toano, and Kiwani ~ ub of Wi iamsurg,a w a oth r rivat
fund r . Wer cit dto thi roj ctg tund rway, with comp tion ct din
fa of 2025. Photo , vid o ,andu dat onth aygroundd igncanb foundon th
WRL website.

W ’r grat fu toour oca gov rnment artn r forth irinv tmentin ibrary ac ,
andtoth Fri nd andoth r for u ortingth n w ayground. We ook forward to
u orting th roj ct vry t ofth way. Staytun dformor u dat — and

thank you for b ing art of th WRL tory.

- Sandy Tow r , Library Dir ctor

One Book One Community

“Where | Can’t Follow is a compelling and deeply moving story that sheds light on
the struggles of addiction and poverty in Appalachian communities. By reading this
book together, we hope that our community will engage in meaningful
conversations about resilience and hope while gaining a deeper understanding of
the challenges many individuals continue to face.” - Sandy Towers, Library W
Director W
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Th v nt ri cuminat dinan authorviitinth ibraryth at r.If youmi dth
author vi it, iti now avai ab to watch online. Th 6th annua On Book On Community
Radwa mad o ib with u ortbyth Fri nd of WRL Foundation and Wi iam & Mary
Librari
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Battle oft e Boo n

ur goal with Battle of the Books is to create a positive a d e couragi g
e viro me t where stude ts ca celebrate their love of readi g, teamwork, a d
frie dly competitio . Library staff work all year o this project, a d it's really fu
to see stude ts bo d with each other a d get excited about the books. - Alicia
Phi ey, Youth Services Director

Spring is more than just the season of blooming flowers—it’s also the season for Battle of
the Books! WRL has hosted this annual book-based trivia competition for over 35 years,
drawing teams from Williamsburg, James City County, York County, Newport News,
Hampton, and Poquoson. This year, 13 elementary teams and three middle school teams
participated in the local competition at the Williamsburg Community Chapel, one of the
largest Battles we've had! Young readers were excited to answer questions about the 12 n
Battle books selected by library staff. The winners of the local battle then competed in
the regional competition. Congratulations to the elementary team, the Williamsburg
Book Masters, and the James Blair Middle School team for winning first place in both the
local and regional competitions! n
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WinterC ntet r ult &Teen s

WRL held exciting conte t for adult and teen thi winter, including the inaugural Short
Story Competition in February. Over 50 writer ubmitted hort torie for the chance to
win ca h prize . Read the winning entrie at wrl.org/short-story. Additionally, the 4th
annual Youth Art Show welcomed middle chool and high chool tudent in the
community to ubmit artwork to be di played in the WRL Gallery at the Stryker Center.

To celebrate their arti tic achievement, WRL held a pecial reception on February 27 for s
participant and their upporter . Special thank to the Friend of WRL for providing

ca h prize for the library’ creative conte t !
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More Opt o  or g tal Reader

Calling all digital readers! T e WRL e-reader collection as expanded to include even
more reading options for adults and kids. Library users can now ¢ eck out Kindle
Paperw ites pre-loaded wit genre-based content. T ese e-readers offer some of t e
latest and most popular romance, mystery, t riller, and nonfiction ebook titles. Families
can also enjoy Amazon Kids wit content for ¢ ildren ages 10 and under. For our Battle
of t e Books participants, t ere’s a special e-reader wit current and past titles fort e
elementary and middle sc ool teams. If you're a fan of ebooks and eaudiobooks, visit
wrl.org/wrl-e-readers to find t e perfect device for your reading and listening
adventures! h

Re erve ExploreVrg a& GabBag O 1 e
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Great new cann wre me
re erving Gab Bag and Expl re Virginia
pa e nline! The librar recentl
intr d ced LibCal anew tem with an
impr ved erinterface that make
nline re ervati n impler than ever.
Additi nall the Expl re Virginia
c llecti nn w ffer digitalpa e fr
everalmue ms U er canprint r
d wnl ad digital pa e fr m elect
de tinati n ntheda the plant viit
with t picking p rret rning the pa
t the librar . Head t the Gab Bags page
r the Explore Virginia page t ee what ,
de tinati n 'd liket ee!

Want More?
Follow us on social media for all the latest happenings. |,

Williamsburg Regional Library
7770 Croaker Rd

Williamsburg, Virginia 23188
757.741.3300

www.wrl.org ,

https://libraryaware.com/248/Posts/View/a0fa401c-0205-4b08-bb20-85df3abc9020?SID=d193ab76-402f-471e-90f3-8feb5c1658fe , 6/6 ,



