Sealing crime convictions from view

Law approved four
years ago, expected
to go into effect soon

By Peter Dujardin
Seaff writer

Virginia is expected to begin
shield many past eriminal convic-
tions — including certain lower-

level felonies — from public view.
If a person meets certain crite-
ria, such as not committing more
crimes for a certain number of
years, they can have certain past
convictions sealed under alaw that
was approved four years ago and
is expected to go into effect soon.
The change will mark the first
time in Virginia history that crimi-
nal convictions can be sealed from

public scrutiny.

The sealed convictions and
related records will still exist in
the background in police and
COUrt system compuler servers —
and can still be accessed by state
and local agencies for a variety of
purposes. But they will otherwise
largely be kept hidden.

‘When such a case is sealed, the
person convicted of the crime is

free to “deny to any state or local
government agency or to any
private employer in the Common-
wealth that such an arrest, charge
or conviction occurred.”

And if someone asks a law
enforcement agency about sealed
cases, the agency can simply
respond that no such record exists.
(There are exceptions for those
trying to work as police officers

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth wants to ensure the cuts don't hurt military readiness. ROD LAMKEY JR/AP

Pentagon to cut up to 60,000
jobs in the coming months

Military is working
to ensure reduction
doesn't affect troops

By Lolita C. Baldor
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Roughly
50,000 to 60,000 civilian jobs will
be cut in the Defense Department,
but fewer than 21,000 workers
who took a voluntary resignation
plan are leaving in the coming
months, a senior defense official
told reporters Tuesday.

To reach the goal of 2 5% to 8%

Casino construction
creating parking
crunch in area

By Trevor Metcalfe
Staff writer

Norfolk officials hope expand-
ing free public transportation
options during Norfolk Tides
baseball games will help allevi-
ate parking challenges caused by
construction of the city’s casino
project.

But it remains to be seen
whether Tides fans will abandon
their car keys for light rail and
ferry tickets when Harbor Park
opens for the season next week

cutin acivilian workforce of more
than 900,000, the official said, the
Pentagon aims to slash about 6,000
positions a month by simply not
replacing workers who routinely
leave,

A key concern is that service
members may then be tapped to
fill those civilian jobs left empty
by the hiring freeze. But the offi-
cial, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to provide person-
nel details, said Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth wants to ensure the
cuts don’t hurt military readiness.

The cuts are part of the broader
effort by billionaire Trump

Norfolk Tides and city officials
are asking fans to use The Tide
light rail and the Portsmouth
ferry service to travel to Tides
games this season after Harbor
Park lost the use of several park-
ing lots and hundreds of spaces
due to casino construction. The
season begins with a home game
facing the Durham Bulls at 6:35
pm. March 28.

Norfolk Tides General Manager
Joe Gregory acknowledged the
changes will be an adjustment for
fans used to parking and walking
right into the ballpark. He said
public transit would help give fans
aptions.
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adviser Elon Musk’s Department
of Government Efficiency Service
to slash the federal workforce and
dismantle US. agencies.
Acknowledging that “some™
military veterans will be among the

civilians let go, the official would
not estimate how many but agreed
it could be thousands

The department is using three
ways to accomplish the work-
force cuts: voluntary resignations,
firing probationary workers and
cuttingjobs as employees routinely
leave. The official said the military
services and Pentagon officials
are going over the personnel on a

case-by-case basis to ensure cuts
don't affect critical national secu-
rity jobs.

Officials would not say how
many Defense Department civil-
ians requested the voluntary resig-
nation plan — also known as the
“Forkin the Road" offer — but said
mare requested it than the number
who eventually were approved.

The defense official said the
“vast majority” were allowed
but that in some cases, people
were denied for national security
reasons or to make sure that too
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The Tide Light Rail passes by Harbor Park in 2021 prior to a Norfolk Tides
game. Teamn and city officials are asking fans to take free light rail to this
season's games due to imited parking space as casino construction

begins. STAFF

and a small sumber of other jobs).
Many of the biggest changes —
initially expected to go into effect
this summer — are already on the
‘books. But lawmnakers more recently
passed a bill making many more
crimes ineligible for sealing and
delaying the launch by six montha.
Those changes are on Gow.
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Schools
brace for
cuts in

funding
Va. officials raise
alarms about federal
government changes
By Nathaniel Cline

Virginia Meroury

Parents, educators and school
officials in Virginia are brac-
ing for the impact of sweeping

leral education cuts under
President Donald Trump's
administration — moves that
could reshape the state's
accountability measures, prin-
cipal training programs and the
cost of key remediation tools.

The administration’s deci-
sions have raised pressing ques-
tions about whether Virginia's
schools have the resources to
support students adequately.
Among the concerns is a
proposal to shift certain educa-
tion offices — such as special
education — into other agen-
cies like Health and Human
Services.

“I think that the lack of vision
here around what's being cut
is really problematic for our
communities,” Virginia PTA
President Jenna Alexander
said in an interview with The
Mercury.

In recent months, the admin-
istration has aggressively
restructured federal agencies,
slashing budgets and elimi-
nating positions — nearly half
of the jobs at the U.S. Depart-
mentof Education. Established
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which would shift controlef ~ with little accountability, students, to take this assess-  weh-based tool that tracks  in February, despite praise  notinclude itin their budget

education funding and over-
sight to states like Virginia,

has sparked concern over
whether local nn.ﬂ.n-u_
handle the worl -

cially in areas liks speci -_
education.

US. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va.
has echoed these concerns,

maeking it unclear whether
the funds will actually reach

“That's what all of these
(workers) that ultimately got
laid off we're doing, (which)
was making sure that the
money was being used as
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ment, it also negatively
impacts the accountability
of and possibly the ratings of

student progress. The
Virginia Visualization and
Analytics Solution (VVAAS)

ri:nrpn_, tim_.is.: — designed to analyze state
DeRose, p l at Annan- data, P
dale High School in Fair-  students performance across
fax County and president of d guide curricu-
the Virginia >uuon_mﬂo= of ﬂa %a.n_u_n.:u could lose
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state support as funds are

for its impact.

“It was an extremely

successful program,” said
<>mm1 Chief Executive
Officer Randy Barrack, who
hopes it will continue.

Nationally, 80% of public
school principals remained
at the same school in 2020~

amendments.

If no funding solution
emerges, the mentorship
program could be un%_ﬁ_
entirely — _nnﬂam ..w,
ia's newest school leaders
without critical guidance at
a time when ipal turn-
gg_anﬁﬁ ationally.

Be prepared before the next power outage.
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