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History
• Article II, Division 4

– Adopted in 1995
– Revisions in subsequent years, notably to 

greenbelts (size and location)



“Intended to establish minimum standards for 
landscape design and for the preservation of 
trees in order to better control soil erosion and 
the transport of sediment, protect and improve 
the quality of surface and groundwaters, screen 
noise and dust, and preserve, protect and 
enhance the natural and built environment.”



24.1-241,Landscape Plans & 24.1-242, Landscaping Standards



24.1-241,Landscape Plans & 24.1-242, Landscaping Standards

Yards and 
buffers

Plant layout 
and species

Building 
perimeters and 
parking lots



7’

New Plants:
LCUs based 

on sizes 



Mature trees:
LCUs also based on sizes.



24.1-243, Transitional Buffers
• 1985 Ordinance, updated in 1995
• Buffer between properties with different land 

use intensities/zoning
• Types

– 25’
– 35’
– 50’







Transitional Buffers, Cont.
• Current planting ratio permits 70% of 

credits to be earned from shrubs in 25’ and 
35’ buffers, and 50% in 50’ buffers

• Minimum shrub planting size is 18” height 
and spread



Transitional Buffers, Cont.
• Landscape Credit Units (LCUs)

– 0.75 per linear foot (25’ buffer)
– 1 per linear foot (35’ buffer)
– 1.25 per linear foot (50’ buffer)

• May request width reduction with berm

• Width can vary based on development, adjacent to 
roadway, etc.



24.1-244, Landscape Yards
• 20’ front yard, 10’ side and rear yard

• 10’ building perimeter green space





24.1-245, Greenbelts
• Adjacent to certain roadways designated by 

the Board
• First introduced in the 2010 Comp Plan 

adopted in 1991
• 45’ greenbelts added later



From Charting the Course to 2010



Greenbelt Roads
35’ greenbelt
• Bypass Road
• Denbigh Blvd
• Ft. Eustis Blvd
• Hampton Hwy
• Victory Blvd

45’ greenbelt
• Merrimac Trl between Queen Creek 

and I-64
• Penniman Rd between Colonial Pkwy 

and 199
• Route 132
• Route 199
• E Rochambeau from Oaktree Rd to 

Mooretown Rd
• Various stretches of Mooretown Rd
• Rochambeau from Lightfoot Rd to JCC
• I-64*Colonial Parkway has 300’ greenbelt



Community Character
Visual appeal

Air quality
Noise buffer
Stormwater

Temperature 
Habitat









Plant Species



Native Plant Species



Appendix A
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