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Notable Headlines

Deep Dive: How IBM lost the cloud
In case you missed it: Head of Lockheed Martin Space to retire
NSA Cyber Chief Spells Out Near-Term Priorities
 National Reconnaissance Office opens door for more commercial services
 NGA taking a ‘try before you buy’ approach to commercial solutions
 Army delays IPPS-A launch, delaying ‘21st century’ HR platform
A shift in funds: Google, YouTube to prohibit ads on climate denial content
Addressing the threat: CIA launches new China-focused unit


Budget & Appropriations
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Slow progress on budget package with deadline weeks away (Roll Call)
As the Senate prepared to head into a weeklong recess, Democrats showed little sign
they were making progress on their economic agenda other than clearing the must-pass
measures competing for their time. Last week’s enactment of a government funding
stopgap through Dec. 3 and the $480 billion debt ceiling boost that will punt the deadline
for another increase by a few months will allow the Democrat-controlled Congress to
spend the remainder of the fall focused on passing President Joe Biden’s social and
climate spending and tax package. But as Democratic leaders eye an end-of-month
deadline for passing the sweeping package through the filibuster-proof budget
reconciliation process, the party has yet to agree on a framework for a scaled-down
version of the bill that both moderate and progressive Democrats can support. “We’re
working hard, we’re making progress, and we’re shooting to get it done by Oct. 31,”
Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer told reporters after a closed-door lunch
Thursday at which Democrats discussed the reconciliation package. Democrats are
expecting to cut their original plan for $3.5 trillion in new spending and tax cuts to around
$2 trillion to accommodate centrist lawmakers’ concerns, but they have yet to settle on a
new topline.
Short-term debt limit increase passes Senate, heads to House (Roll Call)
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The Senate passed a temporary debt limit increase along party lines Thursday evening, a
move that would give the Treasury Department at least a couple of months before it once
again bumps up against its legal borrowing cap. The 50-48 vote sent the bill to the House,
where that chamber will need to clear the measure before it heads to President Joe Biden.
That vote, likely next week, could be tricky given GOP opposition to the short-term patch
and Democrats in that chamber barely backing a longer suspension of the debt limit late
last month. Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House's principal deputy press secretary, said
Biden "looks forward to signing" the debt limit measure after it clears. The Senate
amended the House bill, which passed 219-212, replacing a longer debt ceiling
suspension with a $480 billion increase in Treasury's borrowing cap designed to last into
early December, though it may go a little longer. The key vote was cloture, where there
was some uncertainty earlier in the day that Republican leaders would be able to muster
the 10 votes needed on their side to get to the 60-vote threshold.

Aerospace & Defense

Army delivers first hypersonics ground equipment (US Army)
Today the U.S. Army equipped the I Corps’ 5th Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery Regiment,
17th Field Artillery Brigade, with the nation’s first prototype hypersonic ground equipment.
Known as the Long Range Hypersonic Weapon, this land-based, ground-launched system
will provide a critical weapon and powerful deterrent to adversaries. Extremely accurate,
exceptionally fast, maneuverable and survivable, hypersonics introduce a lethal
combination that enable the long-range, rapid defeat of time-critical and high-value
targets. Part of the Army’s No. 1 modernization priority, Long-Range Precision Fires,
hypersonics are also one of the highest-priority modernization areas the Department of
Defense is pursuing in its push for integrated deterrence. The Army is celebrating the
delivery of the LRHW hardware with a ceremony at Joint Base Lewis-McChord on Oct.
7. “Today marks an important milestone in equipping our nation’s first hypersonic battery,”
said Lt. Gen. L. Neil Thurgood, Director of Hypersonics, Directed Energy, Space and
Rapid Acquisition, who also oversees the Army Rapid Capabilities and Critical
Technologies Office. “From a blank piece of paper in March 2019, we – along with our
industry partners and joint services – delivered this hardware in just over two years. Now,
Soldiers can begin training.”
The Pentagon’s New Climate Plan Aims to Manage the Unavoidable (Defense One)
The Pentagon’s new Climate Adaptation Plan, released Oct. 7, is in many ways a followon strategy to the 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Roadmap. Having led the
development of the earlier strategy as Acting Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Installations and Environment, I feel comfortable saying that the 2021 version is much
better. The climate crisis is often described as two complementary challenges: managing
the unavoidable and avoiding the unmanageable. The unavoidable includes the worsening
conditions of the next 20 to 30 years, already baked in even if every nation on the globe
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drastically cuts emissions. The unmanageable are the greater catastrophes in the second
half of the 21st century if we fail to do so. The Pentagon must address both of these
challenges, and is developing multiple lines of effort to do so. The U.S. military will need to
understand and anticipate how climate stress will affect global stability, in areas of the
world where it operates today and where it may need to operate tomorrow. Its thoughts on
that challenge will soon be published in a Climate Risk Assessment. In addition, it will be
charged with reducing emissions, increasing energy efficiency and renewable energy, and
integrating electric vehicles. In response, it will be publishing a Sustainability Report and
Implementation Plan later this year, after the anticipated Sustainability Executive Order is
released.
Poland Kicks Off Homegrown SHORAD System: Narew (Breaking Defense)
During the 29th International Defense Industry Exhibition (MSPO) the Polska Grupa
Zbrojeniowa (PGZ) consortium signed what may be the most important contract in the
history of the Polish defense industry — a framework agreement for the acquisition of a
short-range air defense missile system under the code-name “Narew.” Underlining the
significance of the signing was the presence of Polish president Andrzej Duda and
Minister of National Defense Mariusz Błaszczak, who blessed the new agreement. Duda
declared the contracts a sign of “further progress in the modernization of the Polish Armed
Forces,” calling it the “largest and most complex contract in the history of Polish Armed
Forces — dozens of billions of zlotys and a total of almost 400 launchers.” He also noted
the potential economic impact on a variety of Polish firms who could take part in the
Narew project in the coming years.

Advanced Technologies

How Well Can AI Pick Targets From Satellite Photos? Army Test Aims to Find Out
(Defense One)
Two live GBU-32 bombs will be dropped on range targets selected by an artificialintelligence tool on Thursday, part of a U.S. Army effort to see how AI might soon be used
on the battlefield. The F-35 strikes are part of the fourth iteration of the XVIII Airborne
Corps’s Scarlet Dragon exercise, which aims to test whether applying AI to multiple data
streams can speed up finding and hitting pre-invasion targets. The test will be run by
operators with the XVIII Airborne Corps out of Fort Bragg. The exercise uses the seed
software behind Project Maven, the military’s flagship AI-for-targeting effort. But whereas
Maven looked at full-motion video feeds from drones, the Army effort applies that same
technology to satellite images. That opens up an opportunity to operate in a much larger
area. The exercise spans multiple ranges from Virginia to Georgia, with thousands of
potential targets spread over some 7,200 square kilometers. Early concept testing shows
the idea is sound. Last August, the XVIII Airborne Corps conducted a sort of preliminary
test to ensure the concept was sound. The results surpassed their expectations according
to Col. Joe O’Callaghan, an XVIII Airborne Corps fire support officer.
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Successful Russian cyberattacks against the US government are rising (Protocol)
Government agencies are being targeted at a greater rate by Russian cyberattacks than
ever before, and those attacks are also becoming more successful, according to a new
Microsoft report released Thursday. This year, 53% of cyberattacks from Russian nationstate actors targeted government agencies, up from just 3% last year, Microsoft said.
Many of the agencies targeted work in foreign policy, national security or defense. And the
United States, along with the Ukraine and the U.K., were among the top countries
targeted. The successful compromise rate also rose 11% since June 2020, reaching a
successful compromise rate of 32% this year. Russia isn't the only nation-state actor
conducting cyberattacks, but more than half of all cyberattacks Microsoft identified from
nation-states came from Russia. According to Microsoft, trailing Russia in volume of
attacks were North Korea, Iran and China.
NGA taking a ‘try before you buy’ approach to commercial solutions (C4ISRNET)
Using a little known contracting method, the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency is
now able to test out the commercial capabilities it’s interested in before it buys them. NGA
Head of Commercial GEOINT Dave Gauthier says the use of bailment agreements is
helping the service get access to commercial solutions and integrate them with existing
systems and processes faster. Bailment agreements are a contracting tool that essentially
allows the agency to purchase commercial services for a brief period of time, test them
out, and provide feedback to the provider. Bailment agreements can be set up in less than
two to three weeks using standard language, and the contracts usually only run for about
two months, but can run as long as a year. When the agreement ends, NGA can either
pursue a long-term contract with the company or go in a different direction.

Military Installations & Communities

What Redistricting Looks Like In Every State
An updating tracker of proposed congressional maps — and whether they might benefit
Democrats or Republicans in the 2022 midterms and beyond.
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Lincoln Military Housing Forms Largest Property Management ESOP in the U.S. (AP)
Lincoln Military Housing (LMH) today announced the creation of an Employee Stock
Ownership Plan (ESOP) that will give its employees, many of whom are military-affiliated,
an ownership stake in the company, its mission,and its future. This transition also makes
LMH the largest property management company ESOP in the United States and is a first
for the military housing industry. “When surveyed, our LMH team members consistently
respond that the most rewarding aspect of their career is having the opportunity to work
with the service members andtheir families who serve our country,″ said Philip Rizzo,
CEO/COO of LMH. “By giving each of our team members ownership, LMH hopes to better
reward their dedication and commitment to serving our residents for years to come.” The
formation of the ESOP further benefits the over 36,000 military service members and their
families that call a Lincoln community home by giving each LMH team member a vested
interest in the company. Our team members will continue to take ownership of the quality
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of the daily services they provide and also in the company’s reputation and overall
success, with the knowledge that our collective success will now ensure greater financial
security for their families.
Ed or Julia? Freedom or Valor? Army Base Names Are Changing. But to What? (NYT)
Braxton Bragg was an ill-tempered, largely failed Confederate general from a slaveowning family whose history has been omitted from the training curriculum for troops on
the installation that bears his name. But many service members and residents of the
adjacent town have learned all about him in recent months. Still, ambivalence about
renaming Fort Bragg, the largest base in the nation, runs deep. “In a sense, changing the
name will be a loss,” said Sonji Clyburn, a veteran of Fort Bragg who lives here in
Fayetteville, where at least two streets and several businesses are named after the base,
and everyone knows someone who was “back at Bragg.” But, she added, “I do understand
people’s perspectives on this.” Last year, Congress ordered that 10 Army posts be
stripped of their Confederate names, a central piece of a larger American movement to
dismantle Confederate symbols in the wake of the killing of George Floyd.
Tyndall Air Force Base showcases visitor enrollment system (NBC)
Tyndall Air Force base is hosting thousands of visitors in the form of contractors working
on the base’s “installation of the future.” Tyndall is using a state-of-the-art visitor
enrollment system to approve which contractors can be allowed on base. Tyndall officials
say they expect more than 3,000 visitors during peak construction times. The system
decreases visitor pass processing times and simplifies the process by allowing the
contractors to apply for their passes online. ”As of right now, it’s live. It’s saving time, man
power, it’s helping out the contractors not having to come in here every day, looking for
their ID card. They just get a notification, and it’s streamlining the entire process,” MSgt.
Christopher Miller, Plans and Programs Superintendent at Tyndall Air Force Base said.
Inside a Wisconsin Army Base Where Nearly 13,000 Afghans Await an Uncertain Future
(TIME)
Fort McCoy, a sprawling Army base surrounded by miles of cornfields and Christmas tree
farms, is hosting the largest population of new Afghan evacuees in the U.S. Since the first
families arrived in late August, it has grown into a small city of more than 12,600 refugees,
almost half of them children, along with thousands more military and support staff. For the
Afghans, it has been a blur of government interviews, paperwork, vaccinations, and talking
to family left behind when they fled Kabul amid the chaotic U.S. withdrawal. The Biden
Administration’s efforts to resettle 95,000 Afghan evacuees by September 2022—53,000
of whom are currently being housed on eight military bases across the U.S.—has become
a predictable political flashpoint. A short-term spending bill narrowly passed by Congress
last week includes $6.3 billion in aid for Afghan resettlement efforts.

Homeland Security
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Critical Infrastructure Sectors and DHS Must Prepare More for Biothreats, Report Warns
(HSToday)
A critical infrastructure biodefense program should be established at the Department of
Homeland Security as “biological events could destroy, incapacitate, and disrupt critical
infrastructure and prevent our society from both functioning properly and protecting itself,”
says a new report from the Bipartisan Commission on Biodefense. The commission,
chaired by former Sen. Joe Liebermann (I-Conn.) and former Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge, noted in its report “Insidious Scourge: Critical Infrastructure at
Biological Risk” that when the 2001 anthrax attacks occurred “critical infrastructure sectors
were caught unaware and unprepared,” with sectors adversely impacted including
commercial facilities, emergency services, critical manufacturing, energy, the defense
industrial base, transportation, government facilities, healthcare, and even the chemical
sector as demand for antibiotics Ciprofloxacin and Doxycycline skyrocketed. “The public
turned to the Internet, greatly increasing the load on servers, generating opportunities for
the spread of misinformation and disinformation, and creating enormous inefficiencies in
the Information Technology Sector,” the report adds. “The instability produced by poor
communications and Internet-driven mass panic affected the stock market and became an
issue with which the Financial Services Sector had to contend, especially after the
discovery that anthrax could survive on banknotes.”
Unruly Passenger Incidents Drop But Federal and State Cooperation Needed (HSToday)
A House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing has examined the
alarming increase in disruptive and unruly airline passengers, the causes, the effect on
passenger and crew safety, and the enforcement of U.S. laws prohibiting such behavior.
As of mid-September, unruly passenger incidents were occurring approximately six times
per every 10,000 flights. That’s an approximately 50 percent drop from early 2021, but still
more than twice as high as the end of 2020. Since the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) launched its public awareness campaign with memes and public service
announcements, the rate has fallen approximately 30 percent. The FAA adopted a zerotolerance policy toward unruly passengers in January 2021. Under this policy, the FAA
moved from issuing warning letters to issuing direct fines, which have totaled over $1
million. In addition to its public service announcement videos and memes, the agency has
asked airports to help educate passengers that they cannot consume alcohol on board
that they purchase at restaurants and shops in the airport or that is not served by a flight
attendant.
Homeland Security warns about extremists targeting health care workers, facilities (ABC)
Forecasters predict the coming weeks will bring fewer COVID cases, hospitalizations, and
deaths. Despite that prediction, the number of Americans dying from the virus remains
high. A sobering prediction from the CDC says that more than 22,000 deaths are expected
in the United States in the next two weeks. However, there's a warning from Homeland
Security that domestic extremists could target healthcare workers, facilities, and public
officials, as vaccine mandates and other virus mitigation efforts take hold. According to
federal data, many more Americans are now getting booster shots every day than first
doses of the vaccine.
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Transportation & Infrastructure

Infrastructure bill aims to solve piece of US transmission puzzle (S&P Global)
The $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill that Democrats in Congress are struggling to pass could
help advance large transmission projects seen as pivotal to the country's clean energy
transition. The bill, which is mired in a battle over a separate budget reconciliation
package, seeks to ease permitting and funding challenges for major transmission projects,
potentially unlocking thousands of megawatts of additional renewable energy. But some
transmission owners and former energy regulators warn that the measure, named the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, carries unintended consequences that could
complicate the development of new power lines. For instance, the bill would give the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission new power to overrule state regulators on the
approval of some interstate transmission facilities. But even if FERC would be willing to
use that authority, the commission could face major pushback. "I think members of
Congress are overestimating the federal government's ability to approve transmission
lines in a speedy manner while underestimating the controversy this will foment amongst
constituents," said Tony Clark, a Republican former FERC chair.
America's Ports are Preparing Large Infrastructure Projects (Maritime Executive)
Ports throughout the U.S. have extremely critical infrastructure needs, and port officials in
numerous states are readying projects for launch. America’s ports are in desperate need
of modernization, expansion, upgrades, and repairs if they are to remain viable. Because
of the economic contributions that ports provide to the U.S. economy, officials cannot
ignore or defer these essential projects. If, or when, Congress passes the infrastructure
bill, billions in federal funding will be available for port projects - but even that amount will
likely not cover costs for the most critical needs. Most states have allocated large amounts
of funding, and public-private partnerships are being considered for some port initiatives.
Every major Texas port must undergo critical upgrading and modernization work.
Approximately $3.6 billion will be required for the state to cover the most immediate needs
at its ports, and a 2022-2023 Texas Port Mission Plan outlines numerous high-value
priority projects.
Mississippi City Teams With Co-Op on New Broadband Work (Government Technology)
City officials this week allowed an electronic cooperative in Northeast Mississippi the
option to use its utility poles to provide broadband services more efficiently to some
Tupelo residents. The Tupelo City Council on Tuesday night voted to accept a pole
attachment agreement between the city and Tombigbee Fiber, which will allow the
organization to place attachments on city-owned utility poles for broadband services. A
small portion of city residents are customers of Tombigbee, but the organization does not
offer broadband internet services citywide. Scott Hendrix, the CEO of the Tombigbee
Electric Power Association, said the agreement is primarily a way for the organization to
build its existing broadband project in the city more efficiently and help with the
transportation of equipment. But the recent agreement does not mean that the electric
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cooperative plans to extend its broadband services out to the city at large. However, it
could allow for plans to expand in the future. "The agreement in and of itself should not be
interpreted as an indication that Tombigbee Fiber has existing plans to serve nonmember
customers within the city," Hendrix said.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Biden's biomedical research agency dropped from social spending bill (POLITICO
Pro)
President Joe Biden’s plan for a new health agency that would work with the private sector
to treat cancer, Alzheimer’s disease and other ailments is being dropped from Democrats'
sweeping social spending package, jeopardizing whether the initiative can be launched
this year, according to three people familiar with the negotiations. The multibillion-dollar
Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health, modeled after an existing research
agency in the Pentagon, has support on both sides of the aisle. The House this summer
designated $3 billion for ARPA-H, less than half of what Biden and advocates requested.
Yet sources on and off Capitol Hill say it will be cut from the Senate’s version of the
reconciliation bill because it requires regulatory authorities outside the scope of the
chamber’s strict rules for passing bills with a simple majority through the process known
as reconciliation. “It’s a question that has to be asked,” said Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Chair Patty Murray (D-Wash.) of the provision's eligibility for
inclusion. Asked if it could still be funded were it struck from the bill, she responded, “We
have to write an authorization of it first.” Research advocates are asking Congress to
ensure the project has dedicated funding — as opposed to a boost to the general budget
of NIH, where it would be housed. Skeptics worry the agency could be put on the
backburner in such a scenario. Some lawmakers have already questioned where the new
agency's research priorities will lie, while patient advocacy groups are jockeying to ensure
that certain disease areas are top priority.
Senate Plan Could Toss Medicaid Incentive (Bloomberg Government)
Democrats are mulling whether to rescind billions of dollars meant to encourage states to
expand their Medicaid programs, in part to pay for a federal Medicaid-like coverage plan in
those states. The debate about whether to rescind the funds divides some Senate and
House Democrats. House aides say the incentive money, which Congress provided in
March, should remain available rather than be used to offset part of Democrats’ sweeping
spending and tax package. They argue the new legislation’s federal fallback program for
non-expansion states isn’t meant to replace state-run Medicaid programs. Senate
supporters of adding new Medicaid coverage in such Republican-led states say their state
legislatures and governors have shown no amount of money will persuade them to open
up eligibility for their public health insurance programs. “It’s clear to me that their reasons
for not expanding are political, shamelessly and utterly political,” Sen. Raphael Warnock
(D-Ga.) said.
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Drug Price Negotiation Doesn’t Mean the Government Will Restrict Access to Medicines
(Kaiser Family Foundation)
As the Congressional debate over budget reconciliation legislation intensifies,
stakeholders are keeping a close eye on a proposal to allow the federal government to
negotiate drug prices in Medicare, which is currently prohibited under federal law. The socalled “non-interference clause” prohibits the federal government from “interfering” in
negotiations between drug companies and the private plans that deliver Part D coverage,
and also prohibits the government from requiring a particular formulary or price structure
for drugs. The proposal under consideration amends the non-interference clause by
adding an exception that would allow the government to negotiate prices with drug
companies for a relatively small number of high-cost drugs, with an excise tax levied on
drug companies that do not agree to participate in the negotiation process or comply with
the negotiated price. This proposal would yield savings upwards of $450 billion, based on
an earlier estimate from the Congressional Budget Office. The pharmaceutical industry’s
latest ad campaign claims that drug price negotiation would “restrict access to medicines
in Medicare” by removing “a provision that protects access to medicines” and that
patients “would be stuck with whatever medicines the government says you can have.”
Another drug industry ad says that allowing the government to negotiate drug prices
means “politicians…[will] decide which medicines you can and can’t get.”

Climate & Development

Biden administration restoring climate-impact rules that could delay infrastructure plans
(MarketPlace)
In the 1970s, the federal government started requiring major public and private
infrastructure projects — new pipelines, highways, factories and so on — to be evaluated
for potential environmental impacts. Last year, the Trump administration loosened the
requirements, including dropping a requirement that climate change be one of the impacts
reviews considered. The industry loved the changes, while environmentalists hated them.
Now, the Biden administration has started the process of undoing some of those
changes — including restoring the requirement that the evaluations consider climate
impacts. Before the Trump administration loosened the rules last year, it wasn’t enough to
just look at the direct effects of, say, paving over a stretch of land to build a new highway.
You also had to consider the indirect effects, “like the additional traffic, the runoff from
stormwater, the impact on air pollution,” said Kym Hunter, a senior attorney with the
Southern Environmental Law Center. “And you’d have to look at the cumulative effects.
So, how does this highway combine with the impacts of other highways to hurt things like
air quality, water quality and to contribute to climate change?”
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Biden Administration Releases Agency Climate Adaptation and Resilience Plans from
Across Federal Government (White House)
Today, the Biden-Harris Administration released plans developed by more than 20 federal
agencies that outline the steps each agency will take to ensure their facilities and
operations adapt to and are increasingly resilient to climate change impacts. The plans
reflect President Biden’s whole-of-government approach to confronting the climate crisis
as agencies integrate climate-readiness across their missions and programs and
strengthen the resilience of federal assets from the accelerating impacts of climate
change. The climate adaptation and resilience plans were previously submitted to and
reviewed by the National Climate Task Force, White House Council on Environmental
Quality’s (CEQ) Federal Chief Sustainability Officer, and the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) in response to President Biden’s Executive Order on Tackling the Climate
Crisis at Home and Abroad. Agencies face a multitude of risks caused by climate change,
including rising costs to maintain and repair damaged infrastructure from more frequent
and extreme weather events, challenges to program effectiveness and readiness, and
health and safety risks to federal employees who work outside. By taking action now to
better manage and mitigate climate risks, we will minimize disruptions to federal
operations, assets and programs while creating safer working conditions for employees.
Americans Want The Government To Act On Climate Change. What’s The Hold-Up?
(FiveThirtyEight)
As President Biden and other Democrats work to pass an omnibus budget bill, members
of the party are at odds over the topline spending number, with figures ranging between
$1.5 trillion to $3.5 trillion. Biden has said it’s likely the bill will end up in the $2 trillion
range, which means progressives’ priorities will surely be shrunk, cut or reworked.
Progressive lawmakers have signaled that they’re open to compromise, but some are
warning that there’s at least one area they’ll refuse to give ground on: climate-related
provisions. Overall, a majority of Americans want action on climate. According to a newly
released survey from Monmouth University, 60 percent of U.S. adults said that climate
change was “very” or “extremely” important for the federal government to address.
Furthermore, 56 percent of U.S. adults said climate change was a “very serious”
problem — up from 41 percent in the same poll in December 2015. A recent study from
Pew Research Center found that 60 percent of U.S. adults said they were worried about
the personal impacts of climate change.
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