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Big Announcement at the Waterfront: Yorktown Beach Hotel
The Duke of York Hotel is officially under new ownership: M.A. Bowery & Company and
its investors. Renovations at the now rebranded Yorktown Beach
Hotel should wrap up in about six months. As the only waterfront
hotel on this side of the Peninsula, the hope is this property will
become a popular overnight lodging spot for the entire Greater
Williamsburg destination. The 57-room property will remain open as
improvements are made and other guest amenities are added. Special
thanks to the Crockett family who owned and operated the Duke of
York for many years and helped families create lifelong memories.
Ella Taylor Road Traffic Calming Project to Begin Soon
Following a speed study and survey by area residents, crews will
begin installing speed tables (example shown) on Ella Taylor Road
in the coming weeks. For many years, the road has been a cutthrough for traffic attempting to avoid Route 17, and often these
drivers go well beyond the speed limit causing unsafe conditions
for Ella Taylor residents. Once work begins, the road will be
closed to thru traffic for the duration of the project. Electronic signs will notify drivers of
the closure. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page and Public Works website.
County Honored to Receive Several Awards!
• The National Association of Counties (NACo) presented York County with three
2021 Achievement Awards for the following programs: AED Management; Fire
Academy Collaboration with York County, Virginia’s Fitness Ambassador; and
Peninsula COVID-19 Operations Center. You can read more about these awardwinners here.
• Congratulations also to our Dockmaster, Captain James Scruggs, on
being named one of Coastal Virginia’s “Millennials on the Move” by
CoVABIZ Magazine. The distinction is reserved for young
professionals who demonstrate business excellence, community
involvement, and civic contributions to the region. Scruggs, who
works in Tourism Development, is a familiar face at the waterfront
where he welcomes boaters and tourists to Yorktown. Scruggs is
featured in this month’s magazine now available online.

• For the second consecutive year, the Center for Digital Government, which
recognizes the best technology practices among U.S. counties, ranked York County
7th in the category of localities with a population up to 150,000.
• The Peninsula EMS Council recently announced that the Operation Vaccinate the
Peninsula multi-jurisdictional partnership – which includes York County – is the
winner of the 2021 PEMS Special Recognition Award.
• At Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors meeting, York County was presented with the
Greater Williamsburg Chamber Business Council’s Roll of the Drum Award
for our pandemic response. This award was also presented to our Historic Triangle
partners – Williamsburg and James City County.
Space Available for Head Start Students Ages 3-4
Head Start offers comprehensive early childhood education,
health, nutrition, and parent involvement services to children
and families. Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022
school year for eligible children ages 3 or 4 (by Sept. 30)
including those with disabilities. Classrooms are available at
the Griffin-Yeates Center, Bethel Manor Elementary, and
Yorktown Elementary. Applications are available on the
Head Start website. And, we’re hiring! Visit the Human Resources website to apply.
Meet Four-Pawed Friends at Tabb Library Saturday
These are the dog days of summer and we mean that literally! Come
to the Tabb Library from 10 to 11:30 a.m. tomorrow for a special
event with the Peninsula Regional Animal Shelter. Visit with staff
members and their adoptable furry friends and maybe take a furfriend home with you! In addition to on-site adoptions, come out to
enjoy the Sno-To-Go food truck and raffle prizes, donate pet food
and supplies, and more. The Tabb Library is located at 100 Long Green Blvd. just off
Hampton Highway (adjacent to the Victory YMCA).
Educational Pollinator Craft Kit Available for Kids
York-Poquoson Cooperative Extension is offering free Fairies &
Friends craft kits that help teach children about pollinators. Parents
and children may pick up a free kit from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. next
Friday and Saturday (July 30/31) at the Tabb Library (100 Long Green Blvd.) or Poquoson
Learning Garden (968 Poquoson Ave.). Can’t make it to either location? Any remaining
kits will be available August 9-13 at the office located in Washington Square Shopping
Center. For more information, call (757) 890-4940.
Additional Notes for the Week…..The Office of Economic Development’s Love
York Biz contest continues throughout the summer. Submit video of your favorite local
business by August 13 for a chance to win a prize for the business and yourself! Check out
the rules and visit the Facebook page to vote for your favorite video. Registration for
Fabric & Fibre Camp (August 9-12) is now open and ends August 2. This camp is for
kids in grades 1 through 6 and is held at Tabb Middle School. Kids will explore an array
of textile arts. More information is available on the Parks and Recreation website.
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