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MEETING CONVENED
Chairman Slaughter called the meeting to order at 12:11 PM, and the minutes of the September 26,
2016 meeting were approved unanimously.
OPENING REMARKS
Chairman Slaughter reported that he attended the Distracted Driving Summit in Newport News on
September 29-30. He stated that the summit was interesting and well-attended and that a lot of good
information was provided, some of which he had emailed to the members afterwards. Noting that texting while driving kills eleven teenagers a day, on average, he added that there is a phone app called
LifeSaver that can reduce distracted driving by enabling parents to control and monitor their children’s
cell phone use when they are driving.
Chairman Slaughter stated that two of the committees do not have chairs and he asked for volunteers. Vice Chairman Westcott volunteered to chair the Legislative Policy and Publicity Committee,
and Mr. Krause stated that he would chair the Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee. Chairman
Slaughter asked the committees to meet between now and the Commission’s next meeting in March
and develop goals and objectives to work on in 2017.
Chairman Slaughter provided some information that was presented at the District 5 Town Meeting
conducted in October by Tom Shepperd, Board of Supervisors member for District 5. He noted that
people between the ages of 21 and 30 have the most traffic citations in the County and that the most
frequent traffic offense is speeding, followed by invalid inspection stickers, and failure to obey traffic
signs and signals. In addition, he stated that the presentation included the County walkways,
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bikeways, and greenways map, and information about transportation funding and regional transportation initiatives.
OLD BUSINESS
Seaford Road Safety Review
Mr. Andersen stated that at Mr. Green’s request, he and Mr. Fowler had recently conducted a safety
review of Seaford Road, which was presented and discussed at the September 26 meeting. He reported that since that meeting, the Sheriff’s Office has conducted a Stealth Stat study indicating that
travel speeds on Seaford Road ranged from 25 to 60 MPH, with an average speed of approximately
41 MPH and an 85th percentile speed of 47 MPH. He stated because of the high number of crashes,
the curvature of the road, and the multiple speed limit changes, the Motor Vehicle Safety Committee
recommends that the speed limit be reduced to a uniform speed of 35 MPH, except for the 25 MPH
school zone in front of Seaford Elementary School, which the Committee feels should be retained. Mr.
Krause responded that he did not think VDOT would approve a reduction with an 85th percentile
speed is 47 MPH. Mr. Green commented that the concerns he has received from Seaford residents
had to do with striping, signage, and the lack of street lighting rather than the speed limit. Following
discussion, the Commission voted not to recommend any change to the speed limit. Chairman
Slaughter thanked the Committee for its work, and he asked if the members would support making a
request to VDOT to conduct a safety audit of the road to identify possible measures other than reducing the speed limit to make the road safer. By consensus, the Commission agreed with this approach.
A Vision for the Transportation Safety Commission
Chairman Slaughter noted that at the September 26 meeting, Vice Chairman Westcott had raised the
question of how the Commission can more efficiently and effectively serve the citizens of York County
and what can be done to get citizens more involved. Chairman Slaughter asked if any of the members
had any ideas or suggestions. Ms. Church responded that based on the disproportionately high number of traffic citations issued to people between the ages of 21 and 30, Mr. Swartzbaugh’s earlier suggestion of expanded community outreach via social media was a good idea.
Boating Safety
Chairman Slaughter asked Vice Chairman Westcott if he had a chance to look into the issue of boater
safety as discussed at the September 26 meeting. Vice Chairman Westcott responded that he had
communicated with Chief Kopczynski and Bart White of Sea Tow Lower Chesapeake and received
some good feedback. He highlighted some of the boater safety tips he had received from Mr. White:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not rely on your gas gauge and always fill up when possible after using your boat.
Check the battery and connections
Have a mounted or handheld GPS.
Do not anchor from the stern especially if you have a cut-out transom.
Know the rules of the road.
Tell a friend or family member where you will be going and what time you plan on being back.

Vice Chairman Westcott also summarized an email he received from Chief Kopczynski indicating that
the Department of Fire and Life Safety would like to be able to offer boater safety classes for the public and would welcome having the Commission as a supportive partner. Chief Kopczynski elaborated,
stating that ultimately the Department of Fire and Life Safety will receive the call if there is an emergency on the water, so he felt it would be worthwhile to initiate an education program to prevent problems from occurring. He added that the Department intends to post boating safety information on its
departmental Facebook page and web page. Vice Chairman Westcott commented that he felt that it
would be appropriate for the Commission to be a partner in this effort. Chairman Slaughter asked for a
sense of the Commission, and the consensus was that the members were supportive. Chairman
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Slaughter asked Chief Kopczynski to let the Commission know of anything it can do to be of assistance.
NEW BUSINESS
Bicycle Safety
Chairman Slaughter noted the bicycle safety information that was included in the agenda package,
and he called on Vice Chairman Westcott, who had asked for this item to be placed on the agenda.
Vice Chairman Westcott stated that a recent fatal head-on collision on Goodwin Neck Road involving
a driver passing a cyclist highlights the importance of bicycle safety in the County. He wondered if
there might be an opportunity for the Commission to coordinate with other County groups – specifically the Historic Triangle Bicycle Advisory Committee (HTBAC) and the Virginia Peninsula Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) – whose missions overlap that of the Commission. Mr. Cross responded
that several meetings ago the Commission had a guest speaker from the HTBAC and that it might be
a good idea for a member of the Commission’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee attend a
HTBAC meeting to start a discussion as to what the two bodies can do jointly to promote bicycle safety.
Chief Kopczynski commented on the large group bike rides that take place on Allens Mill Road, which
is a narrow, curvy road. Deputy Kerr responded that as a cyclist himself, he has some familiarity with
these group rides, and he commented that often these cyclists tend not to obey the law. He added
that in response, motorists now seem to be getting more aggressive when having to share the road
with cyclists. Vice Chairman Westcott asked Mr. Green about the prospects of amending the Code of
Virginia. Mr. Green responded that he does not expect to see a major push at the state level to increase funding for bikeways. Ms. Biney noted that VDOT policy requires bicycle and pedestrian facilities to be considered as part of every new road construction project. Chairman Slaughter asked Mr.
Cross to let him and Mr. Krause know when the next HTBAC meeting will take place. Chief Kopczynski asked if the Commission should try to coordinate with organized bike groups to develop alternative
bike routes that avoid roads like Allens Mill Road. Deputy Kerr responded that he would be willing to
discuss the matter with them and report back.
Vice Chairman Westcott asked about the possibility of advocating state legislation to require cyclists
to wear bright clothing in the daytime and reflective clothing at night. Deputy Kerr responded that reflective clothing is not available but that reflective ankle bracelets work well. He stated that the focus
should be on lighting up the bicycle rather than the person riding it. He also opined that if a “town hall”
meeting were held on transportation safety, it would be well-attended. Mr. Green stated that he
thought that would be a good idea.
REPORTS
Virginia Highway Safety Office (VAHSO)
Mr. Jenkins was unable to attend the meeting but provided a written report, which Chairman Slaughter
read aloud. He reported that so far this year (as of December 9) there have been 32 fewer traffic fatalities in Virginia than for the same period last year (674 vs. 706), but he noted that pedestrian fatalities
increased from 65 to 103 for the same period. He added that in this region, 51 to 65 year olds are the
age group with the most pedestrian fatalities (24) in 2016, while there were only eight pedestrian fatalities in the under-twenty age group. Lastly, Chairman Slaughter reported that the “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” enforcement wave will take place from December 15th through the 31st.
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
Ms. Biney reported for VDOT, noting the recently completed shared use path on Route 17 at Harwoods Mill Reservoir an active shoulder widening project on Cook Road. She also reported on the
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SMARTSCALE process for allocating transportation funds, stating that York County submitted the following four projects for consideration:
•
•
•
•

Widen Route 17 between Wolf Trap Road and Denbigh Boulevard/Goodwin Neck Road,
Widen Route 171 between Route 17 and Route 134,
Widen Route 171 between Route 134 and Big Bethel Road (Route 600), and
Widen Route 171 between Big Bethel Road (Route 600) and the Poquoson city boundary.

In addition, Ms. Biney reported that there will be a ceremony on Saturday, December 17 to commemorate the completion of the current Route 17 widening project. Mr. Green added that the event will
take place in the Washington Square shopping center parking lot from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee
There was no report.
Legislative Policy and Publicity Committee
Chairman Slaughter reported that none of the Commission’s legislative proposals were included in the
Board of Supervisors Legislative Program for 2017. He asked the Commission members to think
about possible legislative proposals to recommend next year, adding that the Commission will need to
decide on its recommendations no later than its June meeting.
Motor Vehicle Safety Committee
Mr. Andersen stated that he had nothing further to report.
Other
Mr. Krause commented that the turn lane lines at the intersection of Route 17 and Wolf Trap Road still
need to be repainted. Deputy Kerr noted that the intersection of Route 17 and Grafton Station Lane is
a high-crash location that is likely to get worse with the opening of the new southbound lane on Route
17. He opined that it would be safer if the unsignalized median break were closed off.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:11 p.m.
____________________
Timothy C. Cross
Staff Liaison/Secretary
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