YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
East Room, York Hall

January 19, 2017

Attending: David Cienski, Frank Green, Sherman Hill, Bonnie Karwac, Jerry Karwac, Dick Lusk, Bob
Norman, Ross Patterson, Dan Seabolt, Barry Shrout, Tom Williams, Lois Winter, and County Liaison Rick
Smethurst.
Excused: Tim Smith, John Frankenburg and Sandra LeCount.
New Member: Rick Smethurst introduced a newly appointed member to the Committee: Mr. Tom Williams is
a retired naval officer and civilian executive with a history degree that he has put to use at the
Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation working with our own Lynn DiVito. Welcome, Tom!
Vice-Chairman Dan Seabolt welcomed members and opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.
David Cienski led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and corrected. A motion was made and seconded for the
minutes to be approved. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report. Dick Lusk reported that the checkbook balance currently stands at $8,210.63 and
reconciled and unreconciled expenses were listed in the report. He noted the expenses for the committee post
office box that covers the next two years. A motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s Report for audit. The
motion carried.
Old Business




Installation Dinner/ December Meeting – The Installation Dinner and December meeting held at
Vintner’s Cellar was considered a good success. Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeff Wassmer reinstalled the current officers, John Frankenburg, Dan Seabolt, Dick Lusk, David Cienski, and Chris
Mollenkamp.
Donations to defray the cost for Lynn DiVito’s going-away gift were still open and payable to John
Frankenburg when he returns at the next meeting. He will also be accepting money for the dinners that
were unable to be cancelled at the last minute.

New Business


WWII Commemoration Event Streaming from Richmond – Bonnie Karwac reported that the event for
the Virginia WWI and WWII commemoration held in Richmond on December 8 and live-streamed in
York Hall was a good success and was appreciated by the WWII veterans in attendance. Lois Winter
noted the gratefulness and the unexpected recognition by the veterans. Bonnie confirmed that those in
attendance received the medallion provided by the state and the paperweight provided by the Historical
Committee.



Lecture Series – Bob Norman distributed a handout detailing the proposals for the spring 2017 Lecture
Series and was discussed by all. The topics and speakers included: York County in WWII (Frank
Green), scheduled for February 26; York County in WWI (Tim Smith) in March; and The Battle of
Midway, 1942 (Walter F. Doran, ADM, USN (Ret.)), tentatively scheduled for April 30. Other speakers
and possibilities were also discussed. Frank made some suggestions for other lectures: Angela Ward
Costello on the Mulberry Island bombing and Leo Forrest on the Naval Weapons Station/Penniman
Munitions plant.
Black History Lecture – Bonnie Karwac and Sherman Hill reported that Mr. Hopson may be available
for a future lecture on local African-American Genealogy at a date to be determined.











Slabtown Tour – Sherman Hill and County Liaison Rick Smethurst discussed the possibilities for an
upcoming tour of Slabtown led by our own Sherman Hill. Rick will coordinate with the Park Service
for access and possible path clearing in anticipation of a tour this spring.
Memorial Day Event 2017 – Dan Seabolt reported that the early coordination for the support of
Memorial Day 2017 was on track and would continue to be reported in the months to come.
County Volunteer Appreciation Lunch – County Liaison Rick Smethurst noted that the date had been
set for the Volunteer Appreciation Lunch as Saturday, March 18 and that the members of the committee
were among those cordially invited.
YCHC Shirts and Jackets – Dick Lusk noted that he intended to put in an order for shirts and jackets
soon.
A card was received from the Fifes and Drums of York Town thanking the Committee for the $50
donation for the Fifes and Drums support at the Christmas Tree lighting.

Liaison Reports:







York County Historical Museum – Bonnie Karwac reported on some new finds for the WWI and WWII
displays at the Museum and they were still pursuing grants to support those efforts. She also brought in
a Harper’s Illustrated Weekly with an engraving of a New Year’s celebration at Grafton Baptist Church.
York County Historical Society – Frank Green noted that the next meeting will be on February 6 (1st
Monday) and discussed some period newspapers that were found in a house being renovated.
Yorktown Preservation Society – Barry Shrout reported on the Christmas Gala fundraiser at the home
of George and Linda Bennett on December 11. The Celebrate Yorktown Committee made a very
generous donation to the Society to help continue its preservation work.
Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation – Tom Williams reported that they were preparing for the 400th
anniversary of the arrival of the first Africans to Jamestown.
Yorktown Foundation – no update.

Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at York Hall.
Respectfully submitted by Recording Secretary, David Cienski

YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
East Room, York Hall

February 16, 2017

Attending: Ed Ayers, David Cienski, John Frankenburg, Frank Green, Sherman Hill, Bonnie Karwac, Jerry
Karwac, Sandra LeCount, Dick Lusk, Bob Norman, Ross Patterson, Dan Seabolt, Barry Shrout, Tim Smith,
Lois Winter, and County Liaison Rick Smethurst. New members were welcomed (see below).
Excused: None.
New Members: Rick Smethurst introduced newly appointed members to the Committee: J. P. Paler, David
Allen and Rolande Phillips and were welcomed by Chairman John Frankenburg.
Chairman John Frankenburg welcomed members, new and old, and opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.
David Cienski led the Invocation with a reading of the poem, Yorktown, by John Greenleaf Whittier.
John Frankenburg led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes from the January meeting were reviewed and corrected. A motion was made and seconded for the
minutes to be approved. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report. Dick Lusk reported that the checkbook balance currently stands at $8,210.71 and
reconciled and unreconciled expenses were listed in the report. He noted that the 2018 budget was discussed at
last month’s executive board meeting and passed out copies of same. Also, an audit committee needed to be
named to conduct the annual audit. (See New Business) A motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s Report
for audit. The motion carried.
Before proceeding to the business meeting, Chairman Frankenburg asked the new members to introduce
themselves to the committee.
 Rolande Phillips stated that she was retired military with 2 children and was an adjunct professor of
American and World History at Christopher Newport University and Thomas Nelson Community
College.
 J.P. Paler stated that he was a resident of the area with an interest in history and was employed at
Newport News Shipbuilding for the past 39 years.
 David Allen stated that he was a Navy brat and an Air Force husband, his wife soon to be retired veteran
with one son. He works with decorative restorative painter producing historical artistic finishes and also
is involved as a re-enactor and a history buff.
Lois Winters also requested a few moments to recall the lives of noted local historians who had a great impact
on the Committee and the body of York County history.
 Ivor Noël Hume, 89, internationally known archaeologist, and author died Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017.
Known as the ‘father of historical archeology’ he had a distinguished career before joining Colonial
Williamsburg as Director of Archeology for 31 years retiring in 1988 and continuing to add to the
knowledge of local history.
 Delma Marjorie Presson Bristow passed away on February 6, 2017. She was a founding member the
York County Historical Society and York County Historical Museum as well as member of the York
County Historical Committee. She was a former member of the Daughter of the American Revolution Charles Parish Chapter NSDAR. She served as a host at the Yorktown Historical Society museum every
Sunday after church and enjoyed telling visitors from around the world about our history and great
community.
Old Business












Lecture Series – Bob Norman reported the status for the spring 2017 Lecture Series and handed out the
finalized schedule for the spring series. The topics and speakers included: York County in WWII (Frank
Green), scheduled for February 26; York County in WWI (Tim Smith) on March 26; and The Battle of
Midway, 1942 (Walter F. Doran, ADM, USN (Ret.)), scheduled for April 30. Bob solicited the help of
the committee to contact any WWII veterans who might be interested in attending the lectures.
Black History Lecture – Bonnie Karwac and Sherman Hill reported that Mr. Hopson may be available
for a lecture at a future date, since the slate for the current lecture series is full.
Slabtown Tour – Sherman Hill and County Liaison Rick Smethurst discussed the possibilities for an
upcoming tour of Slabtown led by our own Sherman Hill. Rick has coordinated with the Park Service
for access. Rick and Sherman will survey the site to determine the level of the accessibility. Discussion
included some of the activities and films relating to Black History month.
Memorial Day Event 2017 – Dan Seabolt reported that the coordination for the support of Memorial
Day 2017 was on track and would continue to solidify in the coming months. He was looking to
confirm a speaker for the event and solicited recommendations from the committee.
County Volunteer Appreciation Lunch – County Liaison Rick Smethurst noted that the date had been
set for the Volunteer Appreciation Lunch as Saturday, March 18 and that for the members of the
committee were among those cordially invited. An email was promised with information to RSVP for
those wishing to attend.
YCHC Shirts and Jackets – Dick Lusk noted that he intended to put in an order for shirts and jackets.
New members will be provided with a YCHC polo shirt and they may purchase the windbreaker.

New Business



Civil War weekend– Bonnie Karwac reported that the Civil War weekend was scheduled for the second
weekend in April.
Upcoming Meeting Location -Meetings for June and July will be held at the Yorktown Library. Mary
Clark agreed to make the arrangements.

Liaison Reports:









York County Historical Museum – Bonnie Karwac reported that the Museum will also be having some
displays supporting the Civil War weekend on the second weekend in April. Plans were also underway
for some WWII displays in June. The Museum also received a grant for their WWI/WWII panels and
activities.
York County Historical Society – Frank Green noted that the next meeting will be on February 6 (1st
Monday) and discussed some period newspapers that were found in a house being renovated.
Yorktown Preservation Society – Barry Shrout reported that the YPS has installed on its website
(www.ypsva.org) a list of County and community organizations in York County as well as producing a
booklet with those organizations. These are hoped to be distributed to new County residents.
Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation – Ed Ayres summarized some of the events that will be a part of the
commemorative events of the 400th anniversary of many significant events in Virginia. He gave some
updates on the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown. The thirteen original colonies will be
sponsoring a day each at the Museum to promote their state’s history and tourism opportunities. The
first temporary exhibit will be opening in June.
Yorktown Foundation – no update.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Next Meeting

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at York Hall.
Respectfully submitted by Recording Secretary, David Cienski

YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
East Room, York Hall

March 16, 2017

Attending: David Allen, David Cienski, Mary Clark, John Frankenburg, Frank Green, Sherman Hill, Dick
Lusk, Bob Norman, J. P. Paler, Rolande Phillips, Dan Seabolt, Barry Shrout, Tim Smith, and County Liaison
Rick Smethurst. One new member was welcomed (see below).
Excused: Ross Patterson, Sandra LeCount, Lois Winter, and Bonnie Karwac
New Members: Rick Smethurst introduced a newly appointed member to the Committee: Ed McGinley.
Chairman John Frankenburg welcomed members, new and old, and opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.
David Cienski led the Invocation and John Frankenburg led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes from the February meeting were reviewed and corrected. A motion was made and seconded for the
corrected minutes to be approved for record. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report. Dick Lusk reported that the checkbook balance currently stands at $8,155.77 and
reconciled and unreconciled expenses were listed in the report. Also, the audit committee (Dan Seabolt and
Rolande Phillips) successfully conducted the annual audit, finding no discrepancies. They recommended that a
voucher slip accompany each individual receipt. A motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s Report for
audit. The motion carried. The Treasurer circulated a sign-up sheet for ordering YCHC polo shirts and jackets.
Before proceeding to the business meeting, Chairman Frankenburg asked our newest member, Ed McGinley to
introduce himself to the committee.
 Ed McGinley stated that he was a 20 year resident of Yorktown with his wife, a civilian Air Force
attorney and three children as well as his dog, Axel. He is a retired U.S. Army Colonel with 27 years of
commissioned service. He has a great love for the area and the history it represents. He enjoys walking
the battlefield everyday with Axel.
Old Business









Lecture Series – Bob Norman reported the status for the spring 2017 Lecture Series and handed out
additional posters for the spring series. The upcoming lectures: York County in WWI (Tim Smith) on
March 26; and The Battle of Midway, 1942 (Walter F. Doran, ADM, USN (Ret.)), scheduled for April
30, are on track. David Allen reported his success and enjoyment of promoting the lectures by
distributing flyers and posters to local businesses, senior residences and libraries.
Slabtown Tour – Sherman Hill and County Liaison Rick Smethurst reported that they have not yet
coordinated with the Park Service for a date to survey the site to determine the level of the accessibility.
Memorial Day Event 2017 – Dan Seabolt reported that the coordination for the support of Memorial
Day 2017 was on track and would continue to solidify in the coming months. He has confirmed a
speaker for the event (Walt Zaremba) and was still confirming a minister for the Invocation.
County Volunteer Appreciation Lunch – County Liaison Rick Smethurst reminded members that the
York County Volunteer Appreciation Lunch was to be held Saturday, March 18, from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at Grafton High School, and took an informal headcount of members planning on attending.
Corresponding Secretary Position – Chairman Frankenburg solicited nominations for the position of
Corresponding Secretary. He explained the duties and that help would be provided to assist anyone who
was willing to take the position. With no nominees offered, he appointed Rolande Phillips to the
position. Congratulations, Rolande!

New Business





Civil War weekend– Frank Green reported that the Civil War weekend was scheduled for the second
weekend in April. Several event flyers were circulated for the weekend’s activities.
Note on Upcoming Meeting Location – Meetings for June and July will be held at the Yorktown
Library.
Vice Chairman Dan Seabolt asked if it would be possible to keep or display a full-sized American flag
for our meetings. Rick Smethurst took it for action and will ask if that is acceptable.
Dan Seabolt also brought up the 4th of July parade and showed the Committee our previous
advertisement in the parade program booklet. He also had the application for the Committee to
participate. A motion was made to apply to participate in the parade and purchase a quarter-page ad in
the program for $135. The motion was seconded and passed by acclamation of the Committee.

Liaison Reports:











York County Historical Museum – March 23 at 11 a.m. Lunch and Learn; Mary Clemmons, Artifacts
Manager, will be describing some of the artifacts.
Cemetery Committee – Frank Green reported that they will meet in Poquoson at Mr. C’s restaurant on
Saturday, March 18, at 11 a.m. They may be doing some headstone cleaning in the northern York
County/Williamsburg area.
York County War Memorial update – Tim Smith reported that there are 28 names that need to be added
to the monument, including 5 recent additions. Some have been found as a result of research and
recently declassified documents.
York County Historical Society – Frank Green noted that the next meeting will be on April 3 (1st
Monday, 7 p.m., Providence United Methodist Church on Dare Rd.) and that they were trying to get
Angela Ward Costello to speak on the bombing range at Plum Tree Island.
York County WWI/WWII Commemoration Group Frank Green reported that work on displays were
ongoing and that they were considering recreating the Saltwater USO behind York Hall. Amy Parker is
the head of the group.
Yorktown Preservation Society – Barry Shrout reported that the YPS meeting will be on March 19 at
2 p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church Parish Hall. They will view a video biography of Emma Leake
Chenoweth, a founding member of the Yorktown Branch APVA, the Yorktown Day Association and
Comte de Grasse Chapter of the DAR. Refreshments will be served and all are welcome. Also planned
is a bus tour of Norfolk and Virginia Beach locations led by Bill Cole, on Wednesday, April 12 to
include viewing Talbot Hall and the Slover Library and a tour of the Moses Myers house, the Francis
Land house, and the Cape Henry Lighthouse. Cost is $35 and will be opened to non-members after
March 19, space permitting.
Jamestown/Yorktown Foundation – no update.
Yorktown Foundation – no update.
David Allen noted that the New Quarter Park Archeological Walk, led by Dave Brown on March 11,
was well worth the time spent in the cold weather.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.
Next Meeting
Our next general meeting will be held on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at York Hall. The meeting will
be preceded by a meeting of the Executive Board at 6:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, David Cienski, Recording Secretary

YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
East Room, York Hall

April 20, 2017

Attending: David Allen, David Cienski, Mary Clark, John Frankenburg, Sherman Hill, Bonnie Karwac, Sandra
LeCount, Dick Lusk, Ed McGinley, Bob Norman, Rolande Phillips, Dan Seabolt, Barry Shrout, and Tim Smith.
In the absence of our County Liaison Rick Smethurst, Bonnie Fitz and James Scruggs handily supported our
meeting.
Excused: Ross Patterson, Tom Williams and Lois Winter
Chairman John Frankenburg welcomed members, new and old, and opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.
David Cienski led the Invocation and John Frankenburg led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes from the March meeting were reviewed and corrected. A motion was made and seconded for the
corrected minutes to be approved for record. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report. Dick Lusk reported that the checkbook balance currently stands at $7,822.58 and
reconciled expenses were listed in the report. The budget will be submitted and voted on in April by the Board
of Supervisors and funds will be provided in July. The Treasurer noted that the YCHC polo shirts and jackets
would soon be on order.
Old Business






Lecture Series – Bob Norman reported the status for the spring 2017 Lecture Series and provided
additional posters for final lecture of the spring series. The upcoming lecture: The Battle of Midway,
1942 (Walter F. Doran, ADM, USN, ret.), scheduled for April 30. Compliments were given to both Tim
Smith and Frank Green on their lectures from the Chairman.
Slabtown Tour – Sherman Hill and County Liaison Rick Smethurst reported that they have not yet
coordinated with the Park Service and have a date to survey the site to determine the level of the
accessibility and what needs to be done to have a tour completed successfully. The possibility of Eagle
Scout projects to improve the access was discussed.
Memorial Day Event 2017 – Dan Seabolt reported that the coordination for the support of Memorial
Day 2017 was on track and would continue to solidify in the coming months. He only needs to confirm
a minister for the Invocation and the plan for refreshments.

New Business






Notes from the Executive Board meeting were shared and the discussion to skip the July meeting
followed. A motion was made to that effect, was seconded and the motion carried.
USO Sign – Discussion was led by Bonnie Karwac on the desire of the Museum to have a County
sponsor for a historical sign on the USO that was situated behind York Hall. The County is paying for
another project, but needs a partner with the Museum as a co-sponsor for this sign. A motion was made
for the York County Historical Committee to partner with the York County Historical Museum if
funding is provided for the historical sign. The motion was seconded and carried.
Shirts and Jackets – Dick Lusk reported that the shirts and jackets would be ordered and the jackets
would be available for $25.
Note on Upcoming Meeting Location – Reminder that the meeting for June will be held at the
Yorktown Library.

Liaison Reports:






York County Historical Museum – A newly acquired Civil War diary and an 1892 Appointment for the
Postmistress for Ms. Tabb were put on display in the Museum. The ladies noted as the NASA
‘Computers’ gave a lecture and would be willing to do one for our lecture series. The cannon salvaged
from the York River in the 1930s from the siege at Yorktown will be going under restoration/recreation.
Yorktown Preservation Society – Barry Shrout reported that the YPS meeting in April of Norfolk and
Virginia Beach locations led by Bill Cole, on Wednesday, April 12 included viewing a number of the
Jamestown Exposition houses at Naval Station Norfolk, as well as Talbot Hall and the Slover Library
and a tour of the Moses Myers house, the Francis Land house, and the Cape Henry Lighthouse.
James Scruggs invited the Committee members to the Warburton House (1674) in James City County at
the Greensprings Plantation when we are available.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM.
Next Meeting
Our next general meeting will be held on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at York Hall.
Respectfully submitted, David Cienski, Recording Secretary

Approved: 6/14/17

YORK COUNTY TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMISSION
MINUTES
March 13, 2017
12:00 Noon
Andrea’s Italian Restaurant
Yorktown, Virginia
Name
Thomas M. Slaughter, Chairman
David C. Westcott, Vice Chairman
Eddie M. Abisaab
William Andersen
Ronald O. Fowler
Lisa Z. Church
Spindler Krause, Jr.
Marcella A. Murphy
Michael F. Smith
Timothy C. Cross, Staff Liaison/Secretary
W. Chad Green
Carl L. James
Stephen P. Kopczynski
Matthew Nalls
James T. Lash
Deputy Elizabeth Simmons
Evan Swartzbaugh
Angela Biney
Dwight A. Jenkins
Steven Williams

Affiliation
Citizen – District 5
Citizen – District 3
Citizen – District 4
Citizen – District 1
Citizen – District 2
Citizen – District 5
Citizen – District 3
Citizen – District 4
Citizen – District 1
York County Planning Division
York County Board of Supervisors
York County School Division
York County Dept. of Fire and Life Safety
York County Youth Commission
York County School Division
York County Sheriff’s Office
York County Youth Commission
Virginia Dept. of Transportation (VDOT)
Virginia Highway Safety Office
National Park Service

Present
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

MEETING CONVENED
Chairman Slaughter called the meeting to order at 12:16 PM, and the minutes of the December 12,
2016 meeting were approved unanimously.
Chairman Slaughter welcomed Ms. Murphy, who was recently appointed to the Commission by the
Board of Supervisors, and all those present introduced themselves.
OPENING REMARKS
Chairman Slaughter noted that the Route 17 widening project was completed approximately three
months ago, and he asked the members what their experience has been driving on Route 17. Mr.
Krause responded that there are very large bumps in the road surface at the approaches to the bridge
over the Harwoods Mill Reservoir. Ms. Church and Mr. Westcott added that in spite of the bumps, traffic flows much better than before.
OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS
Transportation Safety Commission Town Hall Meeting
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Chairman Slaughter summarized the feedback he received regarding the proposal made at the December meeting to hold a town hall meeting on transportation safety. He asked for additional input.
The general consensus was that there should be a single meeting held for the entire County, that it
should be run by the Commission and should take place in the evening, and that citizens should have
an opportunity to come to the podium and express their concerns about transportation safety. Mr.
Fowler commented that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board once held a town hall meeting that
was attended by about 25 people and that the format, which was fairly simple and not overly formal or
structured, worked well. It was agreed that information about the Transportation Safety Commission
should be provided at the meeting, and Mr. Westcott said that social media should be utilized in order
to get a good turnout. Chief Kopczynski commented that it should be emphasized that the County
does not control its roads and will not be able to deal with a lot of the issues that might come up.
Grafton High School Students Crossing Route 17
Mr. Westcott stated that there have been comments on social media from citizens asking about the
possibility of installing a crosswalk to accommodate school students walking back and forth between
Grafton High School and the Wawa store on Route 17. Mr. Krause responded that VDOT would not
allow a crosswalk and that kids will walk along the shortest route, whether there are crosswalks or not.
Deputy Simmons added that she has not seen significant numbers of school children walking to the
Wawa store. Following discussion, the Commission agreed that no action was needed.
Seaford Elementary School Safety Issues
Mr. Cross explained that this item was placed on the agenda at the request of Mr. Krause, who expressed a concern about safety issues involving parents driving their children to school at Seaford Elementary. Mr. Cross added that similar concerns had been expressed by a citizen who contacted
VDOT about cars waiting to turn in to Seaford Elementary School from Seaford Road, causing backups and dangerous maneuvers as impatient drivers drive eastbound in the westbound lane to avoid
waiting in line. He stated that VDOT and School Division staff had met on-site to discuss the issue,
but unfortunately no one was present from the School Division to report on the outcome of that meeting.
Legislative Program
Chairman Slaughter asked the members to think about what items they might want to suggest for inclusion in the Board of Supervisors’ legislative program for 2018. He stated that the Commission will
need to approve its recommendations at the June meeting, and he asked the members to send their
input to Mr. Westcott. Chairman Slaughter reported that bills relating to farm use vehicles, use of cell
phones by school bus drivers, and punitive damages for DWI offenders were passed by the General
Assembly in its 2017 session. Mr. Fowler asked why none of the Commission’s recommendations
was included in the Board of Supervisors’ Legislative Program for 2017. Mr. Cross responded that the
Board chose to focus on critical issues that are specific to York County. Mr. Westcott commented that
each legislator represents several localities and they do not have a lot of time to review and digest
legislative proposals, so it is important to keep such lists short.
REPORTS
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
Ms. Biney reported that two of the County’s four applications for road improvement funding under the
SMARTSCALE process have been recommended for funding by VDOT staff. One of the projects is to
widen Route 17 from four to six lanes between Wolf Trap Road (Route 630) and Denbigh Boulevard/Goodwin Neck Road (Route 173), and the other is to widen Victory Boulevard from five to six
lanes between Route 17 and Hampton Highway (Route 134). She also reported on safety studies that
are underway for Interstate 64 and Route 173, and she distributed a list of intersections in the County
where VDOT plans to change the signalization to allow permissive left turns (flashing yellow arrow).
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Virginia Highway Safety Office (VAHSO)
Mr. Jenkins reported John T. Hanna Awards for Traffic Safety Excellence in Hampton Roads were
recently awarded to the York County School Division Transportation Department and to Master Deputy J. Charville and Lieutenant Brian M. Eckstein of the York-Poquoson Sheriff's Office. He stated that
so far this year there have been eleven fewer traffic fatalities in Virginia than in the same period last
year. He added that pedestrian fatalities increased dramatically – from 78 to 121 – from 2015 to 2016.
A significant proportion of those killed, he noted, were older residents, and most of these crashes
were at night. He stated that a pedestrian safety task force is looking into this problem. In addition, Mr.
Jenkins reported that a free Highway Safety Summit will be held in Richmond on May 17-18 and that
all are welcome to attend. He added that Drive Smart Hampton Roads will be hosting the 2017 Motor
Carrier Conference in Norfolk on April 27.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee
Mr. Krause stated that bicycling is on the rise, and he noted that cyclists do not always obey the rules
of the road. He stated that the committee’s goal is to make the roads safe for all users – cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists alike. In addition, he noted that there was a backup this morning at the intersection of Route 17 and Old York-Hampton Highway, and Deputy Simmons explained that it was
caused by a crash on Fort Eustis Boulevard.
Legislative Policy and Publicity Committee
Mr. Westcott stated that the committee’s goal is to work with the County’s Public Information Office to
publicize transportation safety problems and work with the Sheriff’s Office and the Department of Fire
and Life Safety to educate the citizens. He added that another goal is to get input from the other
Commission members on legislative proposals. Chief Kopczynksi stated that after the last meeting,
the Department of Fire and Life Safety posted a safety message on its Facebook page that included a
mention of the Commission. Chairman Slaughter added that the committee is looking into obtaining
educational materials for broadcast on York County’s cable channel 46.
Motor Vehicle Safety Committee
Mr. Fowler reported that after the January meeting, at which the intersection of Route 17 and Grafton
Station Lane was discussed, Chairman Slaughter had asked the committee to conduct a review of the
intersection. Mr. Fowler distributed copies of a map of the intersection, which he noted is unsignalized
and has a median break, with Burts Road intersecting Route 17 across from Grafton Station Lane. He
summarized the situation, stating that there have been seven crashes in the last six years. He stated
that the committee recommends that VDOT be requested to perform a safety study of the intersection
to determine how it might be made safer, whether through the installation of a traffic signal, a prohibition on left turns from Burts Road onto northbound Route 17, or something else. Mr. Abisaab opined
that prohibiting left turns from Burts Road is the best answer. The committee’s recommendation was
unanimously approved.
Mr. Fowler further reported that the committee’s goals are to respond to any and all safety requests
and suggestions from the citizens and to review state crash data to identify problem areas to review.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:18 p.m.
____________________
Timothy C. Cross
Staff Liaison/Secretary
ATTACHMENT A

