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• James City County Transit - 1977

• Williamsburg Area Transport - 1996

– York County, City of Williamsburg, and W&M

• General Assembly created Authority - 2006

– The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

• WATA began operations in 2008

– Political subdivision with governing body composed of 

representation by localities and CWF

– W&M and DRPT represented by non-voting members

Williamsburg Area Transit Authority



WATA is classified as a small urban system

• Federal

• State

• Local

• Farebox and Other

Funding Sources
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• Red
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Bay/Lackey*
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• Began service in July 2017

• Funded by a 3-Year demonstration grant through 

the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality program

• Ridership has been growing steadily since 

inception

Route 11 (Lackey)



CITY OFCITY OFCITY OFCITY OF
WILLIAMSBURGWILLIAMSBURGWILLIAMSBURGWILLIAMSBURGWILLIAMSBURG Marquis

Shopping
Center

Busch
Gardens

James River
Elementary

Hamilton
Redoubt

Lackey
Clinic

Woods of
Yorktown

Apts.

Yorktown
SquareApts.

Rising
Sun

Church

Naval
Weapons
Station
Gate3

Lee Hall

VPRJ

Quarterpath
Crossing

JCC
Government
Complex

Rivermeade
Apts.

64

64

Williamsburg PennimanRd.

Penniman
Rd.

Co
lo

ni
al

Pk
w
y.

ColonialPkwy.

ColonialPkw
y.

Elm
hur

st S
t.

Cook
Rd.



• Automatic Passenger Counting System

• Transfer Facility in northern York County /James 

City County

• Route Planning Software

• Improve Payment Options

• Stop Improvements/Amenities

• New Fleet Vehicles

Current Efforts



Opportunities

• Valuable Partnerships

• Capital Projects/Facilities

• Improved Planning (data)

Challenges

• Staffing

• Ridership

• Funding Streams

Looking Ahead
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