YORK/POQUOSON
BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES
January 18, 2017
PRESENT:

Latonia Chavis, Chairperson
Judy Wiggins, Vice-Chairperson
Gwen Chappell
Anne Smith
Madonna Krieger
Melanie Economu, Assistant County Attorney
Kimberly Irvine, Director
Patti Alderman, Administrative Services Manager

ABSENT:

Laurie Coleman
Rick Verilla, Assistant Director
William Hefty, Board Attorney

CALL TO ORDER:
Chairperson Chavis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
ORDERING OF THE AGENDA:
The presentation to outgoing Board member, Judy Wiggins, was moved up from Matters Presented by
the Board in order that staff could participate.
Ms. Chavis and the Board recognized the service of Ms. Judy Wiggins, City of Poquoson Board
representative, for her exemplary service. Ms. Wiggins has completed her current 8-year term limit.
Ms. Wiggins previously served an 8-year term limit on the Board in the 1990’s. Ms. Irvine recognized
Ms. Wiggins’ positive contributions to the Agency, the staff, and the clients of our localities. A
presentation of a gift was made on behalf of the Staff and the Board. Ms. Wiggins thanked everyone for
the opportunity to serve.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
A motion was made by Anne Smith to approve the minutes submitted of the November 16, 2016, Board
meeting. Motion was seconded by Judy Wiggins. All approved; motion passed.
STAFF INTRODUCTIONS/PRESENTATIONS:
Ms. Stefanie Vasquez was introduced as the newest Family Services Specialist I in the Child Welfare unit.
Ms. Vasquez most recently worked as a Family Services specialist in Hampton. She brings experience in
working with children and families in child protective services.

Nina Williams, Benefit Programs Specialist for the fuel assistance program, presented information and
handouts representing the Fuel Assistance, Crisis Assistance, and Cooling Assistance programs. After the
informational presentation, there were discussion questions and comments.
Kimberly Irvine gave the Board an overview of the General Assembly protocols and her role as the
VALSHO Legislative Chair. A comprehensive power-point was presented. Ms. Irvine drew attention to
SB826, which asks for Kinship Care for children. This bill would allow funding for relative placements for
those families willing to take a (possible foster) child, but do not have the financial means to care for the
child. This could prevent a child from being transferred into the foster care system. The Board thanked
Ms. Irvine for her involvement in the process and her commitment to improve legislation for children
and families.
NEW BUSINESS:
The floor opened for nominations for vice-chair for the period February 1-June 30, 2017 (due to the
term ending for the current vice-chair, Judy Wiggins). A motion was made by Anne Smith to nominate
Madonna Krieger for vice-chair to fill the unexpired term as vice-chair. Gwen Chappell seconded the
motion. Anne Smith moved the nominations be closed. All approved; motion passed. Ms. Krieger
accepted the position of vice-chair.
Ms. Irvine asked that the Board approve local funding to cover a subsidy adoption overpayment. This is
the case of a recent high school graduate who has been in an adoptive home since 2002 with his
siblings, and is now enrolled in college. The overpayment represents payments made from July 2016 to
November 2016. Judy Wiggins moved to approve $3,330 in local funds to cover the cost of the
overpayment of a subsidy adoption for the period July – November 2016. Anne Smith seconded the
motion. All approved; motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Alderman updated the Board on the current budget. The Agency is currently moving into the passthrough portion of the State budget. Expenditures remain on track.
STATISTICAL REPORTS:
No update on statistical reports.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
No update on the strategic plan.
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’S REPORTS:
Mr. Verilla was absent for this meeting. No reports given.

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS:
Ms. Irvine asked the Board to consider canceling the March 2017, Board meeting. The Leadership Team
will be attending a conference in Williamsburg on that date. Anne Smith moved to cancel the March 15,
2017, meeting; Gwen Chappell seconded the motion. All approved; motion passed. Meeting will be
cancelled for March 15, 2017.
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE BOARD:
The presentation to Ms. Wiggins was done at the beginning of the meeting.
CLOSED SESSION:
A motion was made by Judy Wiggins and seconded by Anne smith to move into closed session, pursuant
to Section 2.2-3711(a)(1) of the Code of Virginia, to discuss personnel transactions. All approved;
motion to go into closed session passed.
A motion was made by Madonna Kreiger to return to open session and to certify, by roll call vote, that
only those matters exempt from the open meeting requirements of the Freedom of Information Act and
identified in the motion to go into closed session were heard, discussed, or considered in the closed
session. Motion was seconded by Anne Smith. ROLL CALL VOTE: Latonia Chavis, YEA; Anne Smith, YEA;
Gwen Chappell, YEA; Madonna Kreiger, YEA; Judy Wiggins, YEA.
Upon reconvening to open session, a motion to adjourn was made by Gwen Chappell and seconded by
Judy Wiggins. All approved; meeting adjourned.
NEXT MEETING: February 15, 2017.

