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THE SEARCH CONTINUES FOR SIR WALTER RALEIGH’S “LOST COLONY”
On April 28, 2018 the Museum hosted a lecture in York Hall by Nicholas
Luccketti, noted archaeologist and Vice President of the First Colony
Foundation. He gave an intriguing presentation about the history of the
lost colony of Roanoke and archaeological research efforts being made to
discover its fate. In the mid-1580’s, Sir Walter Raleigh sponsored three
English expeditions to the Virginia and North Carolina coasts, the third of
which established the 1587 colony on Roanoke Island in the area now
known as the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Over 100 men, women, and
children were left on the island to establish a new community. The
colony’s governor, John White, left the settlement shortly after to return
to England for needed supplies. His return voyage was delayed for three
years, and when he returned to the island in 1590, he found the site
abandoned. The only clue left to indicate the colonists’ whereabouts was
the word “Croatoan” carved into a fort gatepost and the letters CRO
carved into a tree along the shore. There was an island south of Roanoke
Nicholas Luccketti discusses research findings called Croatoan (known today as Hatteras Island) which was occupied by a
about the lost colony of Roanoke Island
local American Indian tribe of the same name. Popular theory indicates
the colonists may have dispersed and intermingled with this and other nearby American Indian communities.
The First Colony Foundation was established in 2003 for
the purpose of research and public education about Sir
Walter Raleigh’s early colonies. To date, the Foundation
has conducted several archaeological studies in
association with the British Museum, National Park
Service, National Geographic Society, and Oregon Public
Broadcasting’s “Time Team America” program. Study
sites have included Fort Raleigh as well as a promising
second site north of Roanoke Island at the mouth of the
Albemarle Sound. Their ongoing research includes
studies of early maps of the area, written records and
artwork documenting the lives of the colonists as well as Detail from the "La Virginea Pars” map by John White, 1585-1586
American Indian populations, aerial and satellite map Courtesy of the British Museum
reconnaissance, underwater surveys, and on-site excavations. Studies have revealed the location of an early
scientific workshop on Roanoke Island that was associated with a 1585 expedition, as well as evidence of an
outpost established by some of the 1587 colonists near the head of the Albemarle Sound. Future excavations
and research will be undertaken to continue the search for the lost colony and the story of its inhabitants.

MUSEUM PRINT UNVEILING

York County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sheila Noll and
York County Museum Board Vice President Don Kline with
the Nicolas Martiau print

On March 6, 2018, Museum Board Vice President Don Kline
unveiled a print depicting the “Father of Yorktown” Nicolas
Martiau before the York County Board of Supervisors. The print
shows the French military engineer overseeing construction of a
fort on the bluffs overlooking the York River during the 17th
century. The fort was originally located on the site of the
present-day Chiskiak Watch development.
The original
watercolor painting was commissioned by the Museum and is
located in the rotunda of the York-Poquoson Courthouse.
Financing for the print was made possible through a grant from
the York County Arts Commission and funded by the York
County Board of Supervisors. The print is on display in the
Museum’s Chiskiak Room in the lower level of York Hall. In
addition to the print, numerous artifacts unearthed from the fort
site prior to its development are on display to tell visitors about
the many stories of the Yorktown village’s history.

MUSEUM DOCENT PUBLISHES NEW BOOK
Chris Bonin, one of York County Historical Museum’s docents, has published a new
book about Virginia during the War of 1812. The book chronicles the events leading up
to the conflict and its lasting impacts to the country and state of Virginia. The
Chesapeake Bay and Tidewater areas of Virginia were the sites of numerous
encounters between British Royal Navy troops and U.S. Army and Virginia militia
forces, including the Battle of Craney Island near Norfolk and the Battle of Hampton.
Chris wrote his Master’s Thesis on the War of 1812 while a student at the University of
Nebraska in 2016, and this informative book represents an expansion of his research
efforts about a historic war that many say has not received the recognition it deserves.
The book is scheduled for release on July 9, 2018.

MUSEUM HOSTS REENACTMENT OF VIRGINIA’S 1776 VOTE FOR INDEPENDENCE

Dave Pondolfino, Francis Deane, and Michael Cecere (l - r, center of photo),
th
portraying 18 century leaders George Mason, Edmund Pendleton, and Dudley
Digges, discuss Virginia's 1776 vote for independence with visitors in front of York
th
Hall as members of the 7 Virginia Regiment look on.

On May 19, 2018, York Hall became the site of
18th century discussions between townsfolk
and prominent legislators of the day about the
“recent” May 16, 1776 vote by the Virginia
Convention to support independence from
England. George Mason, Edmund Pendleton,
and Dudley Digges, portrayed by Dave
Pondolfino, Frances Deane, and Michael
Cecere engaged visitors about the precipitous
event and its impacts to citizens of the time as
well as its lasting effects on life today.
Members of the 7th Virginia Regiment were
also on hand to “recruit” new militia members
and practice military drills.

ANNUAL HISTORY FAIR
On April 28, 2018, the York County Historical Museum once
again participated in the History Fair held in the Freight Shed at
Riverwalk Landing. Representatives from numerous local
historical organizations provided visitors with information and
displays about the many historical and cultural sites and events
to be experienced in the Yorktown area. It is estimated that
several hundred visitors attended the event.

York County Historical Museum docent Ron Rackley (second from right) chats with a
visitor at the History Fair

YORKTOWN HOSTS AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST EVENT

Musicians Ardre Clark and Carson Hudson entertain visitors in
front of York Hall

A Revolutionary War surgeon, portrayed by Doug
Cohen, explains the uses of his medical instruments in
the Somerwell House

On May 30, 2018, Yorktown village hosted a welcome event
for attendees of the annual national American Battlefield
Trust conference. Both the York Hall Museum and the
Museum on Main were open for extended hours to greet
visitors. Special exhibits and programs were also offered by
the Watermen’s Museum, Custom House, Grace Episcopal
Church, National Park Service Visitor Center, and the
American Revolution Museum at Yorktown. Living history
interpreters portraying Revolutionary and Civil War era
soldiers as well as civilians were on hand to interact with
visitors.
Musicians Carson Hudson and Arden Clark
entertained onlookers with period music, and there was a
special performance by the Yorktown Fifes and Drums on
Main Street. Local historian and author J. Michael Moore
conducted Civil War and Revolutionary War walking tours of
the village for conference visitors. The event was a great
success, and surely served to entice first-time visitors to
return in the future.

Local historian J. Michael Moore (center of photo, dark blue shirt) leads conference
attendees on a walking tour as Anthony Carter, portraying a Civil War soldier from
the 83rd Pennsylvania Infantry keeps watch in front of the Museum on Main

GIVE LOCAL 757 CAMPAIGN
A big THANK YOU to all those donors who supported the Museum during the annual Give Local 757 fundraising
campaign on May 8, 2018. The generous donations will help the Museum fund current projects such as an
African American history exhibit, WWI and WWII exhibits honoring the service of our veterans and ongoing work
preserving artifacts recovered from York County. If you missed the campaign and still wish to make a donation to
the Museum, visit http://www.givelocal757.org and search/select York County Historical Museum to make a onetime or recurring donation. This site is available year-round for donations to the Museum.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Do you love history? Would you like to learn more about our local history? Are you looking for ways to
contribute to our community and pass along its wonderful story to others? Do you enjoy meeting new people of
all ages with those same interests? Then consider volunteering at the York County Historical Museum! As a
small non-profit museum, we rely on volunteer support to help tell the world about the unique history of York
County. We are always looking for outgoing individuals to serve as docents at our two locations. Please visit our
website at www.yorkcountyhistoricalmuseum.com or pick up one of our brochures at either of our museum sites
for information about volunteering for us.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Registration is Open for the 2018 July 4th Run/Walk
Registration is now open for our annual 8K & 5K Run/Walk fundraising event. The 8K run and 5K run/walk start at
York High School and traverse the scenic Yorktown Battlefield. For information and to register visit:
www.athlinks.com/event/yorktown-independence-day-8k-5k-8911
Saturday, July 21, 2018 12:00 & 2:00 York Hall
Shall We Sacrifice For Boston? 1774
Join us for this Museum sponsored living history event commemorating the appointment of York County
representatives to the 1st Virginia Convention on July 18, 1774. Talk with some of York County’s prominent
leaders about issues affecting Virginia and all the colonies just prior to the Revolutionary War, such as the
Intolerable Acts. Should Virginia support or oppose the new regulations?
For more information on these and other York County events, visit www.visityorktown.org
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OUR MISSION
To advance the knowledge and understanding of the history of York County
and the Town of York through the preservation and presentation of
historical artifacts in a museum.
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