MINUTES
YORK COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
York Hall, 301 Main Street
February 13, 2019
MEMBERS
Montgoussaint E. Jons
Glen D. Titus
Donald H. Phillips
Michael S. King
Robert T. Criner
Robert W. Peterman
Bruce R. Sturk
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Peterman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

The roll was called and all members were present with the exception of Mr. Sturk. Staff members
present were Timothy C. Cross, Deputy Director of Planning and Development Services; James
E. Barnett, County Attorney; Amy Parker, Senior Planner; and Earl W. Anderson, Senior Planner.
Also in attendance was Susan D. Kassel, Director of Planning and Development Services.
REMARKS
Chair Peterman stated that the Code of Virginia requires local governments to have a Planning
Commission, the purpose of which is to advise the Board of Supervisors on land use and planning
issues affecting the County. He explained that this responsibility is exercised through
recommendations conveyed by resolutions or other official means, all of which are matters of
public record. He stated that the Commission is comprised of seven citizen volunteers appointed
by the Board, including one representative from each voting district and two at-large members.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Chair Peterman led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Criner moved to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting of January 9, 2019, and the motion
was approved (6:0).
CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no citizen comments.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Application No. UP-921-19, Anthony L. Steele: Request for a Special Use Permit,
pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category 1, no. 6) of the York County Zoning Ordinance,
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to authorize a one-bedroom tourist home on the second story of an existing detached
accessory garage on an approximately 4.9-acre parcel located at 807 Carters Neck Road
and further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 3-5-C. The property is zoned RR (Rural
Residential) and designated Low Density Residential in the Comprehensive Plan.
Timothy C. Cross, Deputy Director of Planning and Development Services, summarized the
staff report dated February I, 2019, stating that staff recommends the Commission forward the
application to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of approval subject to the
conditions set forth in proposed Resolution No. PC19-2(R). He explained that the one revision to
the proposed resolution that was originally distributed to the Commission members involves
Condition No. 5.a, which has been revised to require after-the-fact building permits for the
accessory apartment and not for the detached garage.
Chair Peterman what kind of occupancy is permitted in the accessory apartment as a matter of
right and if occupancy is limited to a minimum of ninety days.
Mr. Cross responded that the only limitation is that the apartment cannot be rented out separately
from the principal residence. He stated that currently the apartment can only be occupied by
relatives or guests of the property owner and that there is no time limit. He stated that Chairman
Petennan is correct in saying that ninety days is the threshold for transient occupancy, and he
added that the applicant has indicated that there would be a maximum length of stay of thirty days
and no minimum length of stay.
Mr. Criner noted that in the photographs the ceiling of the apartment appears to be low and asked
if the retroactive building permit approval would address habitable space requirements in terms of
ceiling height.
Mr. Cross said that is correct, adding that the ceiling is taller than it appears in the photographs.
Mr. Criner asked how electrical inspections can be conducted once everything has been covered
over.
Mr. Cross responded that there is a way to do that but that he does not know specifically how.
Dr. Phillips noted that the other tourist home application on the agenda involves a property with
a shared private well for which the Virginia Department of Health does not have any records, and
he asked if a similar situation exists on property.
Mr. Cross responded that in this case, there are existing permits for the well and the septic system,
both of which are located on the subject parcel. He added that the Health Department has reviewed
this application and has no concerns.
Mr. Jons noted that the Department of Fire and Life Safety has expressed concern regarding the
inadequate water supply for firefighting.
Mr. Cross responded that the property is not served by public water and that there are no hydrants,
so in the event of a fire, tanker trucks would have to be used.
Mr. Jons stated that the same problem would exist if the house were to catch on fire.
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Mr. Cross said that is correct.
Mr. King asked if the 1986 Special Use Permit for the accessory apartment includes any
conditions or performance standards that are inconsistent with this application.
Mr. Cross responded that there are none.
Chair Peterman opened the public hearing.
Susan Gilliam, 807 Carters N eek Road, spoke on behalf of the applicant. She explained that the
request is for a Special Use Permit to authorize an existing accessory apartment on the second
story of a detached garage to be used as a tourist home. She stated that they would also like to be
able to rent the apartment to tourists on a short-term basis. With regard to road access, she stated
that there have never been any problems, noting that horse trailers, boat trailers, and bucket trucks
have been able to maneuver down the driveway to the property, adding that a 10' by 12' lofted
shed was transported to the property with no problem. She stated that there are no two-story
buildings on the property, adding that the house is a one-story structure with a walk-out basement
and that the apartment is located in finished attic space above the garage. Ms. Gilliam further stated
that there is less potential for emergency situations under the proposed periodic short-term
occupancy than under the currently approved year-round occupancy. Noting that the garage and
the apartment were in place when the applicant purchased the property fourteen years ago and that
he has not done any construction, she requested that the proposed condition requiring retroactive
building permits for the apartment be removed. She stated that tourists staying in the garage will
be spending money at York County businesses, which is good for the County.
Mr. King asked Ms. Gilliam if she lives on the property currently.
Ms. Gilliam said that is correct.
Mr. King asked if anyone is currently renting the apartment.
Ms. Gilliam said there is not.
Mr. King asked when the apartment was last rented.
Ms. Gilliam responded that she offered the apartment for rent on Airbnb in November, December,
and part of January because she was not aware that a use pennit was required.
Mr. King asked if anybody has been living in the apartment as a permanent resident.
Ms. Gilliam responded that there has not and that most recently, family members of Mr. Steele
have occupied the apartment.
George Bell, 811 Carters Neck Road, stated that the right-of-way easement for accessing the
applicant's property is located on his property. He stated that he is a real estate broker and is aware
of the impact that vacant rental properties have, and he does not want one behind his house. He
expressed concern about maintenance of Carters N eek Road, which is a private road, and he stated
that he thinks it needs to be addressed.
Mr. Jons asked Mr. Bell ifhe controls the right-of-way to Mr. Steele's property.

York Cotmty Plarming Commission Minutes
February 13, 2019
Page4
Mr. Bell said that is correct, that he owns the property that on which the driveway is located.
Mr. King asked for clarification regarding the right-of-way.
Mr. Bell pointed out the right-of-way location on the map, adding that this portion of Carters Neck
Road is gravel, as is the driveway. He stated that the private section of Carters Neck Road is
maintained by families who live there.
Mr. King asked if Mr. Steele helps maintain the road.
Mr. Bell responded that he thinks Mr. Steele might have contributed to the upkeep of the road on
one or two occasions.
Patrick Korlach, 715 Carters N eek Road, expressed concern about the financial burden that the
additional traffic would put on those who maintain the road. He stated that he has had to purchase
several pieces of equipment to bring gravel in and keep the road maintained. In addition, he
expressed concern about the possibility of guests driving down his driveway, which is parallel to
the applicant's driveway. He stated that the tourist home that was recently approved at 308 Carters
Neck Road is different because it is located on the state-maintained portion of this road.
Stephanie Bell, 811 Carters Neck Road, stated that she is married to George Bell. She expressed
concern about her family's safety, stating that a guest or tenant of Mr. Steele's drove through her
property and that Mr. Steele did nothing to correct that situation, so she had to build a fence. She
also expressed concern about how the tourist home would be advertised and if guests would be
screened in advance.
Mr. King asked Ms. Bell if the applicant had spoken to the neighbors before offering the apartment
for short-tenn rental.

lVIs. Bell responded that he did not.
Mr. Jons stated that a tourist home would be less intensive than a regular rental, and he asked if
she still has concerns regardless.
Ms. Bell responded that she has always had these concerns but that she has never had an
opportunity to express them before. She expressed concern about the possibility of strangers
driving up and down the road and staying in the garage.
There being no one else wishing to address the Commission with regard to this application, Chair
Peterman closed the public hearing.
Mr. Criner stated that he does not support the applicant's request to delete the proposed condition
requiring retroactive building pennits.
Dr. Phillips asked Mr. Cross about the reason for the proposed pennit requirement.
Mr. Cross responded that the proposed condition is intended to ensure that all the relevant codes
are being met since the County has no record of any permits. In response to Mr. Criner's earlier
question about the electrical inspection, he stated that he has been advised by the Building Code
Official that an ohm meter can be used to test for the electrical behind the sheetrock.
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Dr. Phillips stated that he has mixed feelings, stating that he understands the concern about road
maintenance but that the same situation would exist under the existing approved use. He noted that
it is a large lot, so privacy should not be a concern for the neighbors.
Mr. Titus stated that he feels a tourist home would generate less traffic than if the apartment were
occupied on a year-round basis as is currently permitted. He added that some of the neighbors'
objections appear to reflect anxiety based on a concern about strangers coming in to the
neighborhood on a regular basis, which is something that would be very difficult to mitigate.
Mr. Jons noted that the applicant has indicated that someone will be in residence while the
apartment is being rented, so if there were some kind of emergency while the guests are away,
there would be someone present on the property. He stated that it might be appropriate to add a
condition to that effect to the resolution of approval.
Mr. King stated that he believes transient occupancy is actually more intensive than permanent
residential occupancy since tourists tend to come and go throughout the day, visiting local
attractions, and are not familiar with the roads. In addition, he expressed concern about the fact
that the applicant did not approach his neighbors in advance. He stated that for these reasons, he
is not comfortable with supporting the application.
Chair Peterman stated that he is not convinced that this is a good use for the area, noting the
access limitations and the concerns of the neighbors.
Mr. Jons asked Mr. Cross about a similar application that came before the Commission in the
recent past involving a proposed bed-and-breakfast establishment on a narrow private road where
there were questions about the ownership and maintenance responsibility for the road.
Mr. Cross responded that the application Mr. Jons is referring to involved a parcel on Spivey Lane
which was proposed for a multi-bedroom B&B. He stated that in that case, the applicant was
maintaining the road and that in response to concerns that were expressed he had a maintenance
agreement prepared and signed by the affected property owners. He agreed that there are
similarities between the two applications.
Mr. Jons asked if the other members support his suggestion about adding a condition to the
resolution requiring the applicant to be in residence while the apartment is being rented.
Mr. King asked Mr. Jons to clarify what he means by "in residence."
Mr. Jons responded that his intent is to require the principal residence to be occupied on an
ongoing basis so that someone would be on the premises while the guests are away in case of a
fire or other emergency.
Mr. Cross clarified that he understood the applicant's intent to be that rentals would occur only
when someone is in residence but not necessarily at all times. He explained that it basically means
the applicant would not be operating the tourist home as an absentee landlord. Mr. Cross added
that in the case of some other tourist home applications, there has been a concern that they would
be operated by an absentee landlord such that there would be no responsible person on the premises
to monitor the guests' behavior.
Mr. Jons asked then ifthere is no need to add the condition.
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Mr. Cross responded that he does not see any harm in adding the condition, noting that it has been
included in some previous tourist home applications.
Mr. Titus moved the adoption ofResolutionPC19-2(R-1).

A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
TOURIST HOME AT 807 CARTERS NECK ROAD
WHEREAS, Anthony L. Steele has submitted Application No. UP-921-19 to request a
Special Use Permit, pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category 1, no. 6) of the York County Zoning
Ordinance, to authorize the establishment of a one-bedroom tourist home on the second story of
an existing detached accessory garage on an approximately 4.9-acre parcel located at 807 Carters
Neck Road and further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 3-5-C (GPIN E20d-3709-l 182); and
WHEREAS, said application has been forwarded to the York County Planning
Commission in accordance with applicable procedure; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has conducted a duly advertised public hearing on
this application; and
WHEREAS, the Commission has carefully considered the public comments with respect
to this application;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the York County Planning Commission this
the 13u, day of February, 2019 that Application No. UP-921-19 be, and it is hereby, transmitted to
the York County Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of approval to authorize the
establishment of a one-bedroom tourist home on the second story of an existing detached accessory
garage on an approximately 4.9-acre parcel located at 807 Carters Neck Road and further identified
as Assessor's Parcel No. 3-5-C (GPIN E20d-3709-l 182) subject to the following conditions:
1. This Special Use Permit shall authorize the establishment of a one-bedroom tourist home on
the second story of an existing detached accessory garage on an approximately 4.9-acre parcel
located at 807 Carters Neck Road and further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 3-5-C (GPIN
E20d-3709-1182).
2. The tourist home use shall be limited to the second story of the existing detached garage as
depicted on the applicant's floor plan, a copy of which shall be kept on file in'the office of the
Planning Division, and no portion of the principal residence shall be used for tourist home
occupancy.
LNo more than three (3) guests shall occupy the tourist home at any one time.
4.

The owner/operator of the tourist home shall be in residence on the premises overnight on
all occasions when the property is rented to overnight guests.

'h~Off-street parking area of guest vehicles shall be limited to the existing parking area adjacent
to the detached garage. Off-site parking shall not be permitted.
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4'6.Prior to the establishment of a tourist home in the detached garage, the applicant shall address
the following:
a) The applicant shall obtain after-the-fact building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical
permits for the detaehed garageaccessory apartment.
b) A licensed electrical contractor shall certify that the electrical system has been installed in
accordance with the National Electrical Code (NEC)
c) Missing sheetrock in the ceiling of the garage shall be replaced.
~ 7. The

following emergency/life safety requirements shall apply to the operation of the tourist
home:
a) An Emergency Action Plan identifying exit routes, fire extinguisher locations, and other
life safety procedures shall be submitted to and approved by the Fire Marshal and posted
conspicuously for guests' review.

b) Fire extinguishers with a minimmn rating of 2Al 0BC shall be installed on both the first
and second stories of the detached garage.
c) The tourist home shall be maintained in accordance with the State and Local Fire
Prevention Code and the Virginia Residential Code and shall have a fire inspection
conducted by the Department of Fire and Life Safety prior to the commencement of the
tourist home use and annually thereafter.
d) All smoke detectors shall be interconnected and installed in accordance with the 2012
Virginia Residential Code, Section R3 l 4.
6-cll..,Approval of this application shall not be construed to supersede or negate the effect and
application of any private covenants that may be applicable to the proposed use/activity nor
the authority of any property owners association to enforce compliance with any applicable
covenants.
+.9.In accordance with Section 24.1-115(b)(6) of the York Cmmty Zoning Ordinance, a certified
copy of the resolution authorizing this Special Use Pennit shall be recorded at the expense of
the applicant in the name of the property owner as grantor in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court prior to the issuance of a building permit for the detached garage.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Special Use Permit is not severable and
invalidation of any word, phrase, clause, sentence, or paragraph shall invalidate the remainder.
On roll call the vote was:
Yea:
Nay:

(2)
(4)

Titus, Jons
Phillips, King, Criner, Peterman

***
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Application No. UP-922-19, David Dafashy & Mariangela Sechi: Request for a
Special Use Permit, pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category I, no. 6) of the York
County Zoning Ordinance, to authorize the establishment of a tourist home on an
approximately 0.4-acre parcel located at 102 Tom Thomas Road (Route 795) and
further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 6-2A. The property is zoned RR (Rural
Residential) and designated Low Density Residential in the Comprehensive Plan.
Earl W. Anderson, Senior Planner, summarized the staff report dated February 4, 2019, stating
that staff recommends the Commission forward the application to the Board of Supervisors with a
recommendation of approval subject to the conditions set forth in proposed Resolution No. PC193.
Mr. Titus asked if the adjacent house to the west of the property is vacant.
Mr. Anderson responded that the home is currently unoccupied.
Mr. Titus asked if the existing sign on the property meets the code or if it needs to be removed.
Mr. Anderson responded that signage is not permitted currently but that it will be if the proposed
sign ordinance amendments are approved.
Mr. Jons asked if staff has received any comments from neighboring property owners.
Mr. Anderson responded that he spoke to the owner of the property to the west, did not ha;ve any
objections, and to another property owner on the street, who had some questions but did not have
any concerns about the use itself.
Mr. Jons stated that he believes homes built prior to 1975 might have lead paint. He asked if that
is the case with the subject property.
Mr. Anderson responded that he does not know. He said the applicant might know.
Mr. Jons stated that there are notification requirements applicable to the renting of homes with
lead-based paint.
Mr. King asked if the purpose of the proposed certification requirements for the well and septic
system is to ensure that the water quality is acceptable and that the septic system is able to
accommodate the proposed use.
Mr. Anderson said that is correct.
Mr. King asked where the applicants live.
Mr. Anderson responded that they live in Queens Lake, approximately ten minutes away from
the subject property.
Mr. Cross clarified that the existing Zoning Ordinance performance standards for tourist homes
allow a sign up to four square feet in area
Chair Peterman opened the public hearing.
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David Dafashy, 105 Willoughby Drive, spoke as the applicant, stating that he and his wife, who
is a professional tour guide, purchased the property in 2015. He stated that a lead paint inspection
was conducted at that time and that there was no lead-based paint. Mr. Dafashy explained that he
and his wife have spent considerable effort working on the house to spruce it up for use as a guest
cottage. He stated that they operated it as a tourist home, not realizing that a Special Use Permit
was required, and that there have been no problems or complaints from neighbors. He offered to
answer questions.
Mr. Jons asked the applicant ifhe has any objection to the conditions proposed by staff regarding
parking.
Mr. Dafashy responded that they will do whatever is required but that he believes the existing
parking area is ample and that for aesthetic reasons, he would prefer not to add more gravel, and
he asked for clarification on the requirement for four parking spaces.
Mr. Anderson responded that the Zoning Ordinance specifically requires four spaces.

There being no one wishing to address the Commission on this application, Chair Peterman
closed the public hearing.
Mr. Criner said he sees no reason not to support the application.
Dr. Phillips stated that he is a little concerned that there would be no on-site management but that
this concern is alleviated by the fact that there has been no opposition from the neighbors.
Mr. Titus expressed support for the application, adding that he likes the "Enchanted Cottage"
sign. He stated that he thought it might be possible to locate the parking area toward the rear of the
property rather than the front.
Mr. Dafashy asked if they can address the parking issue by limiting their guests to a single vehicle.
Mr. Anderson responded that the Zoning Ordinance does not provide for any flexibility regarding
the minimum number of parking spaces.
Mr. Jons stated that he thinks it is a very appropriate use and that he is gratified to know that the
applicant has spoken with the neighbors.
Mr. I<:ing stated that he agrees with Dr. Phillips' concern but that he is satisfied since the neighbors
do not oppose the application.
Chair Peterman stated that he sees no problems with the application.
Mr. I<:ing moved the adoption of Resolution PC19-3.

A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL USE
PERMIT APPLICATION TO AUTHORIZE A TOURIST HOME IN AN
EXISTING SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING AT 102 TOM
THOMAS ROAD
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WHEREAS, David Dafashy and Mariangela Sechi have submitted Application No. UP922-19, pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category 1, no. 6) of the York County Zoning Ordinance,
to authorize the establishment of a tourist home on an approximately 0.4-acre parcel located at
102 Tom Thomas Road (Route 795) and further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 6-2A (GPIN
D 18b-4952-4042); and
WHEREAS, said application has been forwarded to the York County Planning
Commission in accordance with applicable procedure; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has conducted a duly advertised public hearing on
this application; and
WHEREAS, the Commission has carefully considered the public comments with respect
to this application;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the York County Planning Commission this
the13th day of February, 2019 that Application No. UP-922-19 be, and it is hereby, transmitted to
the York County Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of approval to authorize the
establishment of a tourist home on an approximately 0.4-acre parcel located at 102 Tom Thomas
Road (Route 795) and further identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 6-2A (GPIN Dl8b-4952-4042),
subject to the following conditions:
1. This Special Use Permit shall authorize the establishment of a tourist home on an
approximately 0.4-acre parcel located at I 02 Tom Thomas Road (Route 795) and further
identified as Assessor's Parcel No. 6-2A (GPIN D18b-4952-4042).

2. The tourist home shall be operated in accordance with the application description, narrative,
sketch plan, and floor plans provided by the applicants and received by the York County
Planning Division on January 9, 2019, copies of which shall remain on file in the office of the
Planning Division.
3. The applicant shall be responsible for obtaining all applicable pennits and/or approvals
required in accordance with regulations of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, the
York C01mty Department of Fire and Life Safety, and the Virginia Department of Health prior
to use of the dwelling as a tourist home.
4. No more than four (4) guests shall occupy the tourist home at any one time.
5. Off-street parking area of guest vehicles shall be limited to a new eighteen foot (18') by
eighteen foot (18') gravel parking area to be located within the front yard of the property. Off
site parking shall not be permitted.
6. The following emergency/life safety requirements shall apply to the operation of the tourist
home:
a) An Emergency Action Plan identifying exit routes, fire extinguisher locations, and
other life safety procedures shall be prepared, approved by the Fire Marshal, and posted
conspicuously for guests' review.
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b) Fire extinguishers with a minimum rating of 2AI0BC per the 2012 Virginia Fire
Prevention Code, Section 906, shall be installed as determined and approved by the
Fire Marshal.
c) The tourist home shall be maintained in accordance with the State and Local Fire

Prevention Code, Virginia Residential Code, and have an initial fire inspection and
annual inspections (at a minimum) conducted by the Department of Fire and Life
Safety.
d) All smoke detectors shall be interconnected and installed in accordance with the 2012
Virginia Residential Code, Section R314.
e) The ignition, supervision, and extinguishment of the outdoor fireplace shall be limited
to the property owners only.
7. The applicants shall provide documentation to the Zoning and Code Enforcement Office as to
the size, condition, and location of the existing septic system. Certification by a licensed and
certified plumber shall be completed prior to use of the dwelling as a tourist home.
8. The applicants shall provide documentation to the Zoning and Code Enforcement Office as to
the size, condition, location, and maintenance agreement of the existing shared well system.
Certification of the water quality shall be completed by an environmental testing laboratory
prior to use of the dwelling as a tourist home.
9. Approval of this application shall not be constrned to supersede or negate the effect and
application of any private covenants that may be applicable to the proposed use/activity nor
the authority of any property owners association to enforce compliance with any applicable
covenants.
I 0. A certified copy of the resolution approving this application shall be recorded at the expense
of the applicant in the name of the property owner as grantor in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court prior the issuance of a Certificate of Use and Occupancy for the tourist home.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these conditions of approval are not severable and
invalidation of any word, phrase, clause, sentence, or paragraph shall invalidate the remainder.
On roll call the vote was:
Yea:
Nay:

(6)
(0)

Phillips, King, Criner, Jons, Titus, Petennan

***
Application No. ZT-179-19, York County Board of Supervisors: Consider
amendments to Article VII, Signs, of the York County Zoning Ordinance, and to
Sections 24.1-271, 281,409,441,490, and 608 by removing specific references to
sign content so that signs are primarily regulated based on physical characteristics
and location. In addition, the proposed amendments would add a statement of
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purpose and intent to the sign ordinance; clarify that most signs are accessory uses;
add or revise the definitions of sign, various types of signs, and sign height; remove
specific references to political signs; reduce the maximum area of temporary signs
for roadside produce stands from 6 to 3 feet; allow signs for home occupations up
to 3 square feet in area and 3' in height; allow electronic message center signs
(EMC's) for all uses in all commercial zoning districts and for educational,
institutional, and public/semi-public uses in any district except YVA and
PDR/PDMU; increase allowable message change frequency for EMC's in the TCM
overlay district from once every 24 hours to once every hour; clarify that building
mounted EMC's are not permitted; establish a 50' minimum separation between
EMC's; increase the allowable separation between sign faces for two-sided signs
and "V" signs; increase allowance for signs on corner lot frontages; add footcandle
limits of 0.5 for illuminated signs abutting non-residentially zoned property and 0.1
abutting residentially zoned property; remove trees from required landscaping
armmd the base of freestanding signs; increase the maximum monument sign area
from 32 to 40 square feet in the NB and WCI districts and from 24 to 40 square feet
for community identification signs in the RMF district; reduce the maximum area
of freestanding signs for tourist homes and B&B's in residential districts from 4 to
3 feet and the maximum height from 6 to 3 feet; increase maximum sign area for
business park identification signs from 32 to 40 square feet; remove language
prohibiting simultaneous display of temporary freestanding and wall-mounted
banners; permit temporary cloth or vinyl signs to be placed over the faces of wall
signs; allow no more than one off-premises directional sign per parcel rather than
3 per use; remove the prohibition on names of real estate companies/agents on open
house signs; add language allowing up to one freestanding sign and one wall sign
for single-family detached and attached dwellings; require flags to be motmted so
as not to touch the ground or the building beneath them; add language allowing
historical markers, banners, seasonal decorations, and yard sale signs; specify that
the owner of an abandoned, nonconforming sign has 30 days to remove the sign
after being notified of the violation and that tmpaid charges for removal of such
signs shall constitute a lien against the property.

Mr. Cross summarized the staff reported dated January 28, 2019, stating that the main purpose of
the proposed amendments is to address the issue of content neutrality in response to a recent
Supreme Court ruling involving a town in Arizona whose sign ordinance was found to be
unconstitutional. He stated that prior to being sponsored by the Board of Supervisors, the proposed
amendments were vetted by an ad hoc committee of citizen and business interests. He stated that
staff recommends that the Commission forward the amendments to the Board with a
recommendation of adoption. In addition, he stated that the Commission might want to consider a
change to establish a uniform forty-square foot size standard for community identification signs
for both residential developments, for which the current recommendation is 32 square feet, and
business parks. Mr. Cross offered to answer questions.
Mr. Criner asked about the proposed fifty-foot separation for EMC signs on adjacent properties
and if precedence would be determined by whoever installs a sign first.
Mr. Cross said that is correct.
Mr. Titus noted that the calculation of the illuminance measurement distance for EMC signs is
rounded up in some cases and rounded down in others, and he suggested that it might be better to
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base it on the formula.
Mr. Cross responded that the staff can take a look at that. He noted that this section is in the
ordinance currently and is not proposed to be changed.
Mr. Jons stated that he likes the idea of a uniform standard for community identification signs for
residential developments and business parks. As a member of the ad hoc review committee, he
added that a lot of changes were made throughout the document to eliminate confusion and
ambiguity.
Mr. Cross added that schools and places of worship are currently allowed to have forty-square
foot signs, so it would probably make sense to allow the same for community identification signs.
He added that if the Commission decides to recommend a uniform standard, it would require a
revision to the resolution.
Mr. King asked about the enforcement of the 120-day limitation for temporary signs.
Mr. Cross responded that the temporary signs are limited to 120 days over a twelve-month period
and that the Zoning and Code Enforcement staff monitors these signs closely.
Chair Peterman asked for a sense of the Commission as to the proposed change with regard to
community identification signs.
Mr. King asked Mr. Cross how the staff feels about it.
Mr. Cross responded that the staff supports a forty-square foot standard across the board.
Mr. Criner noted the common practice of parking vehicles with commercial advertising in
conspicuous places, basically fimctioning as signs. He asked how the County addresses that
situation.
Mr. Cross responded that the County does not prohibit this practice. He stated that several years
ago there was a proposal to amend the ordinance to limit this activity, and the Board of Superivors
did not support it.
Chair Peterman opened the public hearing.

There being no one present wishing to address this application, Chair Peterman closed the public
hearing.
Dr. Phillips moved the adoption of Resolution No. PC19-4(R):

A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF AN APPLICATION TO
AMEND THE COUNTY'S SIGN REGULATIONS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE
VII, SIGNS, AND VARIOUS OTHER SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 24.1, ZONING,
OF THE YORK COUNTY CODE
WHEREAS, a recent ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court has necessitated a review of the
sign regulations set forth in the County's Zoning Ordinance; and
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WHEREAS, staff has worked with the County Attorney to conduct a comprehensive
review of the County's sign regulations and prepared a series of proposed amendments; and
WHEREAS, these amendments have been referred to an ad hoc Sign Regulations
Review/Discussion Committee of community stakeholders for review; and
WHEREAS, the Committee completed its review and transmitted the draft amended
regulations to the York County Board of Supervisors for sponsorship; and
WHEREAS, the Board formally sponsored the proposed amendments at its December 18,
2018 meeting through the adoption of Resolution Rl8-146;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the York County Board of Supervisors this
the 13t1i day of February, 2019, that it does hereby forwardApplication No. ZT-179-19 to the York
C01mty Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of approval to amend various sections of
Chapter 24.1, Zoning, of the York County Code, to read and provide as follows:

***
Sec. 24.1-271. Accessory uses permitted in conjunction with residential uses
(k)

***

On-premises roadside sales of produce provided that: operations shall be limited to no
more than ninety (90) days per year; shall be solely for the sale of produce grown or raised
on the premises; shall be limited to one temporary on-premises free-standing sign not
exceeding SHe-three (14) square feet; and, shall be allowed only on property where the
parking demand can be met on the subject site (i.e., no on-street customer parking).

***

Sec. 24.1-281. General requirements for home occupations.
All home occupations shall be subject to the following provisions 1mless excepted by the board in
accordance with the provisions of section 24.1-283:

***

(a) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises or other
evidence of the conduct of such home occupation visible from the street or adjacent properties.
Signs and Oeutdoor storage shall are not be permitted.

***
Sec. 24.1-409.

(b)

Standards for boarding house, tourist home and bed and breakfast
establishments.

***

Other provisions of this chapter notv,cithstanding, on freestanding non ilbminated sign, not
exceeding fcrnr (4) square feet in area, may be permitted to identify such use. Signage for
properties occupied by tourist home or bed and breakfast uses shall be permitted in
accordance with section 24.1-703(b)(2).

***
Sec. 24.1-441. Standards for collection receptacles for recyclable materials
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***
(b )A sign, not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area, elearly indica-ting the ma-terials being
collected and the recipient or benefieiary of the items or ma-terials colleoted, shall may be painted
on or otherwise permanently affixed to the receptacle. S,wh sign shall not ellceed siilleen (1 e)
square feet in area.

***

Sec. 24.1-490. Standards for extractive industries or surface mining (borrow pits).

***
b) Requirements pertaining to location, operation, and restoration ofsurface mines

***
(8)

For public safety purposes, properties containing surface mines The site shall be
conspicuously posted with "NO TRESP,'\SSI}/G" signs on its periphery. The signs
shall be posted in such a manner and at such intervals as will give reasonable notice
to passersby that trespassing is prohibited. In recognition of the location of the
proposed site the board may require the installation of a perimeter access and
observation road arotmd the area being mined. Such road, if required, shall be
located outside of and adjacent to the required security fencing and shall be
maintained at all times in a passable condition so as to allow patrol by law
enforcement personnel.

***
Sec. 24.1-608. Parking for certain purposes permitted and prohibited.
The following provisions shall apply to the parking or placement of automobiles, trncks, trailers,
recreational vehicles, motorcycles, boats, tractors, heavy constmction equipment or other types of
motorized vehicle or equipment with the intent to offer such vehicles or equipment for sale or rent.
For the purposes of this section, the presence of lettering, papers, flyers or other visible
advertisement or information on or within the vehicle indicating it to be for sale or rent shall be
deemed evidence of such intent.
c)

***

The owner or occupant of a parcel on which an occupied commercial or industrial structure
is located may park an automobile, light-duty trnck, recreational vehicle or trailer, boat or
cargo trailer on the property for the purpose of selling or offering the vehicle for sale,
provided that:

***
3)

Any signs or lettering advertising on the vehicle indicating it to be "for sale" sfill±l
be attached to or applied to the vehicle and shall not exceed six (6) square feet in
area.

***
ARTICLE VII. SIGNS

Sec. 24.1-700. Purpose and Intent
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The purpose of this article is to establish standards pertaining to the size, color, illumination,
movement, materials, location, height, and condition of all signs placed on property for exterior
observation. The standards are intended to strike an appropriate balance among the needs of
various persons or establishments, including but not necessarily limited to, residents, businesses,
institutions, customers, visitors and motorists, to visually provide and receive information and
exercise their First Amendment rights, while ensuring the protection of property values, the
character of neighborhoods, the creation of a convenient, attractive and harmonious commimity,
the avoidance of visual clutter, and the safety and welfare of pedestrians and wheeled traffic. The
provisions established in this article are intended to allow adequate communication through
signage while encouraging aesthetic quality in the design, location, and size of all signs.
Sec. 24.1-700,1

Applicability.

In general, signs are considered to be accessory to the land use present on a property and, imless
otherwise specifically authorized by the terms of this article, are not allowed on a property that
does not have a principal land use. No sign, as defined below, shall be erected, altered, expanded,
reconstructed, replaced, or relocated on any property except in conformance with the provisions
of this article and all other applicable ordinances, lHlfl-.regulations, and permitting procedures of
the county. Repainting or refacing an existing sign or making minor non structural repairs shall
not reEtuire a permit.
Sec. 24.1-701. Sign elassifieatiansDefinitions.

Signs, as defined in article I, shall be classified according to one or more of the following
definitions:
A-frame sign. A type of temporary sign consisting of two display faces mounted to supports that
are connected at the top and separated at the base, forming an "A" shape not more than four (4)
feet in height. These may also be referred to as "sandwich board" or "sidewalk" signs and are
considered to be a type of portable sign
Advertising sign. A sign which dirocts attention to a basiness, profession, product, service, activity
or entertainment which is not conducted, sold or offered on me promises upon which s,Jch sign is
located.
-Banner sign. A type of temporary sign constructed A piece of cloth, plastic, or other flexible
material on wl:ticl:t words, letters, figures, colors, designs or symbols are inscribed or affornd for
me purposes of advertisement, identification, display or direction and which is suspended for
display, typically from buildings or poles. Flag signs, "feather" signs, and similar configurations
are considered to be banner signs.
Bulletin Board: A delineated wall area, pennanent sign panel attached to a structure, or a
pennanent free-standing sign, used exclusively for the posting of bulletins, announcements,
advertisements, notices, or messages for public viewing.
Changeable copy sign. A sign or part of a sign designed so that characters, letters, or illustrations
can be affixed to it and changed or rearranged manually without altering the face, surface, or
structure of the sign, as distinguished from an electronic message center sign.
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Community identification sign. A permanent sign which identifies the name of a subdivision,
apartment complex, condominium or other type of residential or nomesidential development or
neighborhood but not containing separate information pertaining to the builder, developer, or
financier associated with such property; however, signs identifying rental properties may specify
the name of the management firm.
Genstrueiien sign. ,\ temporary sign which identifies facilities being actively constructed or
altered, tho anticipated sale, lease or rental of those facilities, or the identity of the persons or firms
engaged in the promotion, financing, design, construction or alteration of such facilities.

Electronic message center (EMC). A type of sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or
some other electronic means of displaying and changing copy or images. These signs include
displays using incandescent lamps, light emitting diodes (LEDs), liquid-crystal display (LCD)
fiber optics, light bulbs, plasma display screens or other illumination devices, or a series of vertical
or horizontal slats or cylinders that are capable of being rotated at intervals that are used to change
the messages, intensity of light or colors displayed by such sign. The term shall not include signs
on which lights or other illumination devices display only the temperature or time of day in
alternating cycles or only motor vehicle fuel prices displayed continuously.
External illumination. Illumination by floodlights, spotlights or other sources which are focused
directly on the face of the sign.
Feather sign. A type of banner sign made of flexible materials (e.g., cloth, paper, plastic) attached
to a pole or staff that is inserted into the grotmd or supported by means of an individual stand. Such
signs are distinguishable by virtue of the longer dimension of the banner being the side attached
to the pole/staff.
Flag. A type of banner sign made of cloth or similar material, typically oblong or square,
attachable by one edge to a pole or rope. Flags specifically shall not include feather signs.
Free-standing sign. A non-portable sign, supported by one or more columns, uprights, or braces,
pedestals, or other arrangements, in or upon the ground, and not attached to any building. Free
standing signs include, but are not limited to, pole signs, monument signs, and signs attached to a
flat surface such as a fence or wall not a part of or attached to a building.
Illuminated sign. Any sign featuring external or internal illumination, and also including
Electronic Message Center Signs.
Nfenumentsign. A type of free standing sign, other than a pole sign, with sides parallel to or nearly
parallel to each other, with the S,lJJporting structure as wide as or wider than the sign face itself,
and with the entire supporting struetare in contact with the grmmd or '.vithin twelve inches (12")
of the ground.
Identification sign. An on premises sign which indicates the name, natme, logo, trademark,
commodity, entertainment or service sold, offered or mam1factured on the premises, and/or other
pertinent infonnation about a building, business, development or establishment on the premises.

Internal illumination. Illumination by a light source which is concealed or contained within the
sign itself and which shines through a translucent surface, except as defined under "electronic
message center".
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Monument sign. A type of free-standing sign, other than a pole sign, with sides parallel to or nearly
parallel to each other, with the supporting structure as wide as or wider than the sign face itself,
and with the entire supporting structure in contact with the grotmd or within twelve inches (12")
of the ground.
or eenopy sign. A sign which is painted on, attached to, or hung from a marquee or
canopy which projects from and is totally or partially supported by a building.

Nkt1'€f!tee

Neon sign. A sign containing tubes filled with light-emitting gas and on which the tubes are
exposed to the weather.
Nonconforming sign. Any sign which was lawfully erected in compliance with applicable
standards and regulations in effect at the time of its installation, but which fails, by reason of
adoption of a subsequent amendment to this chapter, to conform to present standards and
requirements, including signs which are accessory to nonconfonning uses.
9.ff-Premises directional sign. A sign that provides guidance and directional information to assist
in locating and traveling to a land use or attraction that v1hich is not located on the same-premises
as the use to which it refers and ·.vhich is intended to provide information as to the identity and
location of a use, but which does not otherwise cpalify as an advertising signwhere the sign is
erected.
Off Premises di!'eetionel open house sign. A teffijlorary sign which is intended to provide
infonnation on the looation of a real estate open house, and which is not located on the same
premises as the dwelling unit to which it refers. S::eh signs shall not contain any referenc~y
individ,1al or finn.
On Premises diree/ional sign. f, sign whioh is intended to provide directional information for the
premises on which it is located. Such sign may pertain to traffic movement, pedestrian movement,
parking or loading space, or similar types of information, b..rt shall not consist of advertising matter.
Pennants. Pieces of cloth, plastic or flexible material, generally triangular or rectangular in shape,
and which typically are strung together in a series on lines which are hung from poles, between
buildings or in other arrangements for the purpose of decoration or attracting attention.
Permanent sign. A sign which is permitted by the terms of this chapter to be located on a property,
fabricated from metal, plastic, stone, brick, wood or other durable materials, or having been painted
directly on such materials, typically anchored in the ground or affixed to a building, and whose
presence on the site is not limited in duration as would be a temporary sign.
Pole sign. A type of freestanding sign attached to one or more masts or poles secured permanently
to the ground and not attached to a building or other structure, where the pole or mast is narrower
than the sign face, thus distinguishing it from a monument sign.
Political sign. /, temporary sign which pertains to an iss::e of p,Jblic concern or to an iss..ie or
candidate in a pending election.
-Fortable sign. Any-A type of temporary sign not permanently attached to a struct:ire or
pennanently moanted in the ground which can be transported to other locations,, typically
including, but not limited to Portable signs shall include, but not be limited to, signs which are
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trailer-mounted or otherwise designed to be relocated, or are constructed on a chassis or carriage
with permanent or removable wheels. Signs affixed to or mounted on vehicles shall not be
considered to be portable signs if affixed or mounted in such a way that the vehicle can physically
and legally travel on a public highway.
Projce#ng sign. A sign vmich is attached perpendicularly, or nearly perpendicalarly, to a building
wall or roof line and vmich CJ,tends from such wall or roof line not more than forty eight inches
~
Realty sign. A temporary sign vmich advertises the sale, lease, rental or display of the lot or
building apon vmich sash sign is displayed.
Residential community. A unified group of residential parcels or dwelling units, typically platted
or developed as a single cohesive development, identified with a place name, and wherein residents
share a conuuon neighborhood identity.
Roofsign. A sign which is an integral part of the building design and is attached to, painted on, or
supported by the roof of a building.
Sign. Any object, device, display or structure, or part thereof, which is visible from any property
adjacent to that on which it is located, any public street or right-of-way, any area open to use by
the general public, or any navigable body of water, and which is used to identify, display, or direct
or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, service, idea,
event, or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures,
colors, illumination or projected images shall be considered a sign for the purposes of this article.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following shall not be considered to be signs:

a. Flags of nations, or an organization of nations, states and cities, fraternal, religious and
civic organizations;
b. Merchandise or models of products or services incorporated into a window display;
c. Words, symbols, logos, etc. affixed directly and permanently to the cabinet or face of
accessory and appurtenant equipment such as vending machines, gasoline pumps, trash
receptacles or similar items;
d. National, state, religious, fraternal, professional and civic symbols or crests;
e. Works of art, statuary, sculpture, or depictions of persons, places, or events
noncommercial in nature and not used for purposes of conuuercial identification or
representation.
f. Street address names and numerals placed on building walls or on a freestanding panel or
background.
Sign Height. The vertical distance measured from the highest point of the sign to the average
finished grade ground elevation of the area surrounding and within a ten foot (l O') perimeter
measured from the vertical edges of the of the sign.
Temporary sign. A sign which is pennitted by the terms of this chapter, banner, poster, or
advertising display constructed of cloth, plastic, sheet metal, cardboard, ·.vallboard, plyv,cood or
other like materials, intended to be displayed on a property or affixed to a building only for a
limited period of time, as distinguished from a permanent signand not permanently attached to a
b11ilding or the grmmd.
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Vehicle or trailer sign. A sign attached to or displayed on a vehicle or trailer registered and
licensed to travel on a public roadway and which is mounted on or affixed to such vehicle or trailer
in such a way that the vehicle or trailer can physically and legally travel on a public roadway.
Wall sign. A sign which is painted on or attached parallel to a wall of a building and which extends
not more than eighteen inches (18") from such wall.
Sec. 24.1-702. General sign regulations.
(a)

Sign area and height measurement:
filFor signs other than monument signs, s&ign area shall be measured within a
continuous perimeter enclosing the entire display face of the sign, including
background, framing, trim, molding and other borders, but excluding supports and
uprights unless the combined width of such supports or uprights exceeds 25% of
the width of the sign face being supported or unless such supports of any width are
designed as an integral part of the display for the purpose of illustration or
attraction. (See Figure. VII-2 in Appendix A. (Note: the provisions eoneerning
support measarement shall not lljlply to menument signs).
Monument signs shall be measured as depicted in Figure VII-4 in Appendix A,
excluding from the sign face calculations allowances for the decorative base,
decorative pillars on the sides, and decorative pediments/headers on top.
(2) Where a sign consists of two identical parallel faces which are back to back and
located not more than twenty fourthirty inches ('6430") from each other, or in a "V"
arrangement where the two sign faces are connected at the point of the "V", the
interior angle of the "V" is not greater than 45 degrees, and the distance between
the unattached ends of the "V" is forty eight (4 8) inehes or lessnot greater than
eight feet (8 '). only one side of such sign shall be used in computing the area. The
area of signs with more than two (2) faces or with faces which do not meet the
preceding allowances shall be the smn of the areas of all the sign faces .

.Ql_The area of a cylindrical sign shall be computed by multiplying one-half (1/2) the
circumference by the height of the sign. Where individual letters, characters or
figures are mounted so as to use a building facade or a fence as a background, the
area of such sign shall be detennined by computing the sum of the area within the
outer perimeter of each individual character or figures comprising the total
message, symbol or advertisement. (8ee Figure VII 1 in 1\ppendiil /,.)
fB(4)
The maximum allowable aecumulative sign area permitted on any parcel
shall be as set forth in the various sections of this articleealeulated with respect to
the prineipal street frontages of a pareel to whieh the pareel has direct aeeess.
Unless otherwise specified, the-maximum allowable aecumulative wall sign area,
where relevant to allowable sign area, shall be based on the width of the face of the
principal building which is parallel or nearly so to the principal street
frontagesproviding access to the subject building. All permanent signs, :m!ess
speoifioally exempted by the tenns of this artiole, shall be eoanted in the oaleulation
of maxim,1m aeernnalative sign area. In no event shall the aggregate cumulative
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wall sign area for a building, or for an individual tenant space if the building
consists of multiple attached units, be allowed to exceed 240 square feet.
(5) The maximum allowable height of free-standing signs shall be as specified by the
regulations established herein. If the adjoining road surface elevation is more than
five (5) feet above the average finished grade at the location where the sign will be
located, then the sign height maybe increased by one (I) foot for each two (2) feet
of elevation difference in excess of five (5), up to a maximum additional height
allowance often (10) feet.
_(fil_(o)
The height of signs shall be the vertical distanoe measured from the average
finished grade ground elevation of the frfea surrounding and within ten feet ( I 0') of
to the highest point of the sign. The maximum allowable height of free-standing
signs shall be as specified by the regulations established herein. If the adjoining
road surface elevation is more than five (5) feet above the average finished grade
at the location where the sign will be located, then the sign height may be increased
by one (1) foot for each two (2) feet of elevation difference in excess of five (5), up
to a maximum additional height allowance often (10) feet.

(Qa)

No sign, unless herein exempted, shall be erected, constructed or altered until a permit has
been issued by the county. Fees for sign permits shall be in accordance with the schedule
of fees adopted by the board.

{.if)

Any sign which is accessOQ'1'Jertaining to a lawfully nonconforming b,isiness, eommeroial
er industrial use loeated within a residential distriet, shall be deemed a nonconforming
stmoturesign as defined herein. Such signs shall be subject to the provisions of Article VIII,
Nonconfonning Uses.

(Q-t)

No signs, unless exempted herein, shall be permitted in conjunction with any use or activity
until such time as site plan approval, or a Zoning Certificate in cases where no site plan is
required, has been issued for the subject use or activity.

(~)

No sign, other than a sign approved or installed by the Virginia Department of Transporta
tion, shall be located within or over any public right-of-way.

(_fh)

Ne sign shall be ereoted within the frfea eneompassed by aSign placement shall comply
with the sight triangle in aocordanee withset forth in Section 24.1-2252~ of this chapter.

(gi)

Except as specifically permitted in this chapter, nNo sign, whether permanent or temporary,
shall be attached to trees, or utility poles or other supporting stmctures, unless specifically
authorized by the zoning administrator.

(hl)

Except as specifically permitted in this chapter, in the ease of shopping centers, regional
medioal eenters, and oomer and through lets, not more than one (I) permanent free
standing sign shall be permitted for each lot or parcel. The minim,un setback of any free
standing sign, or any portion thereof, from any property line shall be ten feet (! O').

(ik)

Corner and through lots shall be entitled to one (I) permanent free-standing sign for each
public road frontage provided, hovlever, that this provision shall not apply along road
frontages vmere restricted aceess easements frFO in plaee.
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(jl)

Except as allowed in Section 24.1-703 in-for the IG district, no roof sign, whether
temporary or permanent, shall extend over or above the ridge line of any roof or the top of
any parapet wall of a buildingbe permitted.

.(mk)

Illuminance intensity of any illuminated sign shall be limited to not more than 0.5
footcandle at all perimeter property lines abutting non-residentially zoned property and not
more than 0.1 footcandle at all perimeter property lines abutting residentially zoned
property. The ligbt from.any ilhminateEl signExtemal lighting fixtures shall be so sliaEled,
shielded er-and directed that the ligbt intensity or brigbtoess sliall not aElversely affeot
surro~:tiEling premises nor adversely affect safe vision of operators of vehioles moving on
public or private roaEls, liigbways, or parking areas. Ligbt sliall not sliine or reflect in an
offensive manner on or into resiElential struotures or motels. Ne eKposeEl reflective type
bulbs or incanElescent lanaps sliall be uses on the eilterier surfaoe of any sign in such a
manner that will cause offensiveas to prevent glare onto adjacent roadways or propertiesy
er create a traffic liazarEl.

(1)

The following additional standards shall apply to all electronic message center signs,
whether they display a static message or image or a message/image that changes:
(l) Except as limited herein, free-standing electronic message center signs (changeable
message or image signs) which change more frequently than once every twenty-four
(24) hours shall be pennitted on the freestanding signage otherwise allowed on
properties zoned NB, LB, GB and EO, and in other zoning districts except the YVA
(Yorktown Historic District) and PDR/PDMU (Planned Development), on properties
occupied by Educational Uses, Institutional Uses, and Public and Semi-Public Uses, as
defined in article III of this chapter, provided that:
a.

each message or image shall remain fixed and unchanged for a minimum
period of eight (8) seconds;

b.

there shall be no appearance of movement, scrolling, dissolving or fading
in which images or messages "move" or in which part of one message or
image appears simultaneously with any part of a second or subsequent one;

C.

the maximum illumination intensity shall not exceed the limits prescribed
above or in Section (2) below, whichever is less, and any illumination
intensity, contrast or coloration of the message text or image shall remain
constant for each display period;

d.

when such sign is installed on property located in a Residential zoning
district it shall be designed and operated so that between dusk and dawn the
background field for any variable text message on the sign shall be black
and the lights constituting the message text or any image shall be amber or
orange; and

e.

the above provisions notwithstanding, messages may change no more
frequently than once every hour on signs located in a TCM-Tourist Corridor
Management Overlay district.

f.

building motmted electronic message center signs shall not be permitted;
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g.

the minimum separation between any two electronic message center signs
located on adjoining properties shall be fifty feet (50').

fBJ1Lilluminance intensity of any electronic message center signs, whether with a static
or changing message display, shall be measured with an illuminance meter set to
measure footcandles and accurate to at least two decimals. The maximum allowable
illumination intensity for such signs shall be determined relative to ambient lighting
conditions by measuring the difference between an intensity reading of the ambient
light taken with the sign illumination turned off and ene-an intensity reading of the sign
face taken-with the sign displaying a white image for a full color-capable electronic
message, or a solid message for a single-color electronic message. The difference
between the two readings shall not exceed 0.3 footcandles. All measurements shall be
taken perpendicular to the face of the sign at the distance determined by the total square
footage of the electronic message center sign as set forth in the following table:
SIGN AREA VERSUS MEASUREMENT DISTANCE
Area of Sign
Measurement
(sq. ft.)
Distance (ft.)

10
15
20
24
32
40
50
64
150

32
39
45
49
57
64
71
80
122

For signs with an area other than those specifically listed in the table, the measurement
distance shall be calculated using the following formula:
Measurement Distance

= .J Area of Sign sqft x 100

-hJ]l_Each permittedAll electronic message center sign§ shall be equipped with a sensor or other
device that automatically determines the ambient illumination and which is programmed
to automatically dim the illumination intensity according to ambient light conditions so as
to ensure compliance with the 0.3 footcandle standard.
f.Bf:!:LPrior to the County's final inspection and approval of an electronic message center sign,
the applicant shall provide written certification from the sign manufacturer/installer that
the sensor is working correctly to keep the sign's illumination intensity within the
prescribed brightness limitations set by this ordinance.
A landscaped planting area shall be provided aro1md the base of any permanent free-standing
identifioation sign having an area equal to or greater than twenty-four (24) square feet. The planting
area shall contain four (4) times the area of the sign, be a minimum of six feet (6') in width, be
protected from vehicular encroachment, and be landscaped with a combination of trees-;----low
growing shrubs and/or groundcovers (other than grass), including sufficient quantities to earn at
least 12 landscape "credits," pursuant to Section 24.1-242 of this chapter, in addition to any
required landscaping for the yard in which the sign is located. The landscape treatment shall be

York County Planning Commission Minutes
February 13, 2019
Page 24
designed and maintained to ensure that sight triangle standards specified in Section 24.1-226 of
this chapter are met.
(n)

Whenever this article permits a sign with commercial content, non-commercial content is also
permitted subject to the same requirements as to size, height, location, materials, construction,
illumination, color and movement.
Sec. 24.1-703. Permitted signs.

(a)

The following table indicates the functional class, structural class, area, height, and type of
illumination of permanent signs permitted within each of the zoning districts prescribed by
this chapter. All such signs shall be in accordance with the general provisions established
in section 24J.-702.
SECTION 24.1-703. DISTRICT SIGN REGULATIONS
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= PERMITTED

Unless otherwise sti ulated in the PD a

roval documents.

Home occu ations shall be limited to a sin le si n which ma be either a freestandin or a wall si n.
Roof si ns shall not exceed 10 feet in hei ht above the rid eline or ara et elevation or the maximum buildin hei ht for
he IG District whichever is less
Monument si ns are re uired i.e. free-standin si ns are rohibited in the TCM Overla Districts and are limited to 32
uare feet for uses enerall and 96 s uare feet for sho in centers unless otherwise s ecified.

(b)

Other provisions of Section 24.1-703 notwithstanding, the following permanent signs shall
be permitted in accordance with conditions and requirements as stated and in compliance
with provisions of Section 24.1-702, imless otherwise specified herein.
(I)

On property occupied by a drive-in restaurant two (2) additional signs, wall or freestanding, may be installed along each drive-through lane (e.g., for menu or other
information). The maximum area of each sign shall be thirty-two (32) square feet,
and such signs shall not be legible from any public right-of-way.

(2)

On residentially zoned property containing a tourist home or bed and breakfast use,
one (l) non-illuminated freestanding sign not exceeding ffillf-three (34) square feet
in area and &three (3fi) feet in height, or one (1) non-illuminated wall sign not
exceeding four ( 4) square feet in area, may be installed unless otherwise specified
by the Board of Supervisors in conjunction with the approval of a special use permit
for such use.
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(3)

On property containing multiple office, retail or industrial buildings, additional
signs may be installed at vehicular or pedestrian intersections within the parcel,
provided that such signs are not legible from any public right-of-way and do not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height if freestanding,
or thirty-two (32) square feet if building-mounted. Such signs shall be exempt from
the landscaping requirements set forth in Section 24.1-702(m) above.

(4)

Supplementary sign regulations applicable to shopping centers.
The following regulations shall apply to shopping centers, as defined in section
24.1-104, notwithstanding the zoning district in which located:

a.

All signs shall comply with the general provisions specified in section 24.1702 unless otherwise specified herein.

b.

Permanent free-standing signs shall be allowed as follows:
I.

One (1) free-standing sign shall be permitted for each street
frontage.

2.

The maximum area of any one (1) free-standing sign shall be one
hundred fifty (150) square feet, except in the TCM overlay where
the maximum shall be ninety-six (96) square feet.

3.

The maximum cumulative free-standing sign area per shopping
center shall be two h1mdred (200) square feet.

C.

Signs hanging 1mder a marquee or canopy shall be limited to one for each
individual tenant, not to exceed a maximum area of three (3) square feet and
having a minimum ground clearance to the bottom of the sign of not less
than eight (8) feet. Such signs shall count toward the maximum allowable
wall signage area for each establishment.

d.

The cumulative area of all building-mo1mted signs for each individual
tenant space in the center shall not exceed the maximum allowed for the
district in which located, as specified in section 24.1-703.

e.

Individual free-standing signs for individual shopping center tenants shall
not be pennitted. For the purposes of this section, lawfully subdivided
outparcels which have been depicted on the approved shopping center site
plan shall be considered as separate and independent parcels with respect to
permitted signage.

f.

In addition to the signage opportunities set forth above, a regional shopping
center having in excess of350,000 square feet of tenant space and which is
located on a parcel having at least 1,500 feet of frontage on an Interstate
System highway, and having direct access to a Primary System highway
intersecting the interstate, shall be entitled to the following special signage
allowance:
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(5)

1.

Subject to compliance with the tenns of Section 33.2-1217 of the
Code of Virginia, the shopping center may install one (1)
freestanding monument-style sign along its Interstate System
frontage. One (I) such sign may also be installed along the
intersecting Primary System frontage.

2.

Individual signs shall not exceed 600 square feet in area and 45 feet
in height and shall be exempt from any sign area or sign height
limitations applicable to the regional shopping center pursuant to the
TCM - Toirrist Corridor Management regulations established in
Section24.1-375 of this chapter.

3.

Such signs shall not count against or negate the signage
opportunities otherwise available to the center along any other
public street/highway frontages of the shopping center parcel.

Supplementary sign regulations applicable to regional medical centers.
Regional medical centers, as defined in section 24.1-104, shall be permitted to erect
signage in accordance with the following provisions and all general provisions
specified in section 24.1-702:

d) One (I) free-standing monument sign shall be permitted at the primary driveway entrance to
the medical center. Such sign shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area, or
fifteen feet (15') in height.
e) Additional free-standing momunent signs shall be permitted at secondary driveway entrances
to the medical center provided that no such sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area
or six (6) feet in height and provided further that the maximum cumulative free-standing sign
area for all driveway entrances to the medical center shall not exceed two hundred (200) square
feet.
(6)

Supplementary sign regulations applicable to residential communities or business,
office or industrial parks.
Non-commercial Connnunity Identification signs shall be permitted at the
entrance(s) to residential develepments (subdivisions, apartment/eendominium
communities-) and business/office/industrial park developments in accordance with
the following provisions and all general provisions specified in section 24.1-702:
a.

Signs shall be limited to monument-style designs.

b.

A maximum of two (2) such signs, located on opposite sides of the
entryway, may be installed at each vehicular entrance to the development.

C.

Maximum individual sign area shall be limited to thirty-two (32) square feet
for residential communities and forty ( 40) square feet for
business/office/industrial park developments, and maximiun sign height
shall be limited to six (6) feet
If illuminated and located in residential districts, illumination shall be by

d.
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external lighting fixtures only, and such fixtures shall be shielded and
directed in such a manner as to prevent glare onto adjacent roadways or
properties.

e.

Such signs must be located within the boundaries of the residential
development or business/office/industrial park being identified. The sign
shall be located within an easement on one of the lots within said
development or on property which is owned and controlled in common by
the owners of individual lots and/or 1mits within the development. An
affidavit affirming the responsibility for maintenance of the sign shall be
filed with the application for a sign permit.

Sec. 24.1-704. Temporary signs.
In addition to the permanent signs permitted in accordance with Section 24.1-703, The zoning
administrator, upon applica-tion, may iss,1e pennits for the following temporary signs and
bar.nersshall be pennitted. Such signs shall not count against the normalpcrmanent signage area
allowances for the property on which located. All-Itemporary signs and banners shall be exempt
from the I 0-foot minimum subject to the setback from property lines, but all placements shall
comply with the and-sight-triangle clearance standards applicable to permanent signs unless
otherwise exempted by other provisions of this article. Freestanding temporary signs and bar.ners
shall be limited to one (1) per street frontage per individual parcel; building mounted temporary
banners shall be limited to one per basiness esta!Jlishmentrtenant space ·.vitb its ovm individaal
exterior entranee:
a)

The following table indicates the structural class, area, and height of temporary signs
permitted on individual properties within each of the zoning districts prescribed by this
chapter. Such signs shall comply with the 12rovisions established in section 24-702 unless
otherwise specified herein.

SECTION 24.1-704. DISTRICT SIGN REGCLATIONS; TEMPORARY SIGNS
Structural Class
Zoning Districts

Free-

standing
on-residential
l"'nd uses in
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X
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1 See
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Hanging
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X
)S

X

Maximum
freestanding
sign area

Maximum
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number of
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(;!er lot or
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Maximum
number of
freestanding
signs (:;!er lot
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Maximum
wall sign
area
(§gJjJ

40

§

40

1
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120 days 1

40

§

20

1'

40

§

40
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ft.\

free-

standing
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Two per
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fronta"ne
Two per
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frontane
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frontarie

YES

120 da;ts 1

YES

120 da;ts 1

YES

120 da;ts 1
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Section 24.1-704(b) for disQla)' time allowances
See section 24.1-704(b )(1) for commercial QroQerties with multiQle buildings and/or multiQle tenant
SQaCeS
2

b)

Permit
Reguired

Additional Temporary Signs Permitted in All Zones. During the time period extending
from sixty (60) days prior to and ten (10) days after a National, State or Local election
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additional temporary signs are permitted on any property with the permission of the
property owner in accordance with the following quantity and dimensional provisions;

(I) Maximum area of six (6) square feet and maximum height of four (4) feet:
unlimited number of signs.
(2) Maximum area of forty (40) square feet and maximum height of six (6) feet: one
sign per street frontage.
(a)

BannefS or other tell'lf)orary signs not eiweeding forty (10) sq-aare feet in area, which
promote a special civic, cultural or religious event sach as a fair, ellposition, play, concert
or meeting sponsored by a governmental, charitable, not for profit or religioas
organization. The duration of such permit shall not mrneed thirty (30) days.

(aa)

Banners or other tGll'lf)orary signs not eirneeding forty (10) sq-aare feet in area which
identify and are assoeiated with a temporary business activity im'olving the sale of seasonal
commodities as pOimitted purs:1ant to sections 21.1. 306 and 21.1 110 of this chapter and
vrhich may be displayed for the daration of the seasonal commodities sales operation.

(b)

Banners or other tell'lf)orary signs not eirneeding forty (10) square feet in area, and sill (6)
feet in height if freestanding, when ased in conj:mction with the opening of a nev,c business
or
establishment going out of business in any commereial or industrial district or a
legally mlisting nonconforming
business in any other district. Tho daration of s:1ch
pennit shall not mrneed siicty (60) days and only one sash sign, either freestanding or
building mounted, shall~~permitted" -~''Grand-Opening" tell'lf)orary signage shall be
permitted only within the one year period after the actual b:1siness opening oceurs. Tho
completion of a major interior or eKterior remodeling or a change in ovmership for a pre
mdsting b1.1siness shall be deemed eligible for temporary "grand opening" banners within
the one year period after the renovation or ovmership change.

an

(bb)

(c)

In addition to the above, businesses may install temporary banners or signs, not eirneeding
forty (10) sq-aare feet in area, and sill (6) feet in height if freestanding, for the following
purposes:
(1)

anno:mcing ell'lf)loyment opportunities (e.g., "Now Hiring" or "Help '.¥anted");

(2)

announcing ''Now Enrolling" in the ease of a childcare or daycare center:

(3)

announcing a sales event sach as a "Clearance Sale" or "Truckload Sale", an
anniversary of the business operation (e.g., "25tl1 Year in Business"), or other
basiness related messages, inelaeing those that refer to a specific item, prodact or
brand that is offered by the basiness;

(4)

identifying/advertising a temporary business activity as pennitted under Section
24.1 306 Category 8 Tell'lf)orary Uses.

Such tell'lf)orary signs or barmers 1m1st be on the site of sach basiness. Only one (1)
building moanted or one (I) freestanding sign shall be pennitted per street frontage. Such
sign may be displayed for a maidm:;m period of 120 days in any single 12 month period.
In the case of temporary signs subject to a The 120 days maximum allowable display
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duration of one-hundred twenty (120) days, the maximum display allowance may be used
as 120 consecutive days or may be broken into as many as six (6) separate time periods
during the course of a 12-month period. The permit application for such sign shall specify
the time period(s) during which the sign will be displayed.
(d)

011 propertiesy occupied by ~ or more buildings with multiple tenant spaces
(e.g., a ~shopping center or office park), each business establishment/tenant space with
its own individual exterior entrance shall be eligible for its own temporary building
mountedwall sign or banner, which shall be subject to the 120-days per 12-month period
allowance. The host property also shall be eligible for one (1) freestanding temporary sign
or banner per street frontage, provided hov,cever that such freestanding sign may not be
displayed at any time during whieh building mmmted signs or banners allowed by this
subseetion are being displayed by businesses within the eenterand such sigp,(s) shall also
be subject to the 120-days per 12-month period.

(§2

Temporary business freestanding signs as allowed above and associated with properties
having access to and from a road undergoing reconstruction may be displayed for the
duration of the road construction project and shall not be limited to the 120-day display
period set forth in this subsection. Properties eligible for this allowance shall be those
located within the official project corridor as defined by and identified on the approved
project plans. The project duration shall be considered to be the time between the actual
commencement ofland or pavement disturbing construction activity and the re-opening of
all lanes of travel in their state of final completion.

(f)

Temporary cloth or vinyl signs may be placed over the face of an existing permanent free
standing or wall sign face on parcels for which permanent free-standing signage is on order,
as evidenced by presentation of a copy of an executed order fonn for such permanent
sigp,age to the Zoning Administrator. Sigp, location, area, quantity, and height shall be in
conformance with pennanent sign regµlations and standards applicable to the property
where located, and total sigp, area and nun1ber shall count toward permanent signage
allowances for the property. Permits for such signs shall expire and the temporary sigp,
shall be removed upon erection of the permanent sign or 120 days, whichever shall occur
first.

{ge)

Temporary placement of a portable signs, not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area
or one (1) per pareel, v:hich are intended to identify or display infonnation pertaining to an
establishment for vlhiehshall be permitted for commercial messaging purposes when there
is no permanent freestanding sign on a parcel and documentation of an executed order for
l! permanent free-standing signage is on order as evideneed by presentation of a espy of an
exeouted order form for sach pmmanent signagepresented to the Zoning Administrator.
Such permit shall expire and the portable sign shall be removed upon ereotion installation
of the permanent freestanding sign or 120 days whichever shall occur first. In addition,
tOfllporary ba1mers or sign sleeves, neither of which exeeed normal sign area allo'Nanees,
may be ased '.vhen pennanent signage is on order, as evideneed in the manner desoribed
above or when in the opinion of the zoning administrator other temporary basiness
eireumstanoes, sach as reloeation due to fire or disaster, 'Narrant sach ,1se and the size of
the tOfllporary banner/sleeve does not mweed normally permitted sign area allowanees.
Sueh signage may be authorized for terms ofup to 120 days, and maybe renewed for good
eause shown.
TI1e 120 day maxinnnn display limit shall not apply in the ease ofproperties having aoeess
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to and from a road undergoing reconstruction, and instead the allowable display period
shall be the duration of the road construction prajeot. Properties eligible for this allowance
shall be those located within the offioial prajeot corridor as defined by and identified on
the approved praject plans. The prajeot duration shall be oonsidered to be the time betvieen
the actual oommenoement of land or pavement disturbing construction activity and the re
opening of all lanes of travel in their state of final completion.
(d)

Temporary signs and banners when ,:sod to announce the grand opening and initiation of
sales or leasing of lots and/or dvlelling units ,.vithin a newly developing residential praj eat
having at least ten (10) lots or units. The cumulative area of all such signs and bar.ners
ereoted for any single residential praj eat shall not exoeed forty (4 0) square feet. Signs and
banners shall not be illuminated. The duration of such permit shall not mrneed 120 days.

(e)

Temporary signs and banners when used to announce special events suoh as new home
shows being oond1.10ted ,.vithin a residential s..Jbdivision or development. The eumalative
area of all such signs and banners erected for any single event shall not mweed forty (40)
square feet. Signs and bar,ners shall not be illuminated. Such signs shall not be erected
more than fourteen (14) days prior to the event and shall be removed within seven (7) days
following the closing of the CY.'ent; provided, however, that no sign or banner shall be
permitted to remain in place for any event for more than thirty (30) days behveen the first
appearance and its removal.

(f)

1Nith the approval of the Virginia Department of Transportation, the 2oning administrator
may authori2e banners to be saspended above a public road right of >,vay for a period not
~GlffiOOd seven (7) days or the duration of the event being mmouneed or promoted plus
three (3) days, whichever shall be greater.

Sec. 24.1-704.1.

Sidewalk signs (A-frame signs).

The 2oning administrator, upon application, may issue permits for sidewalk signs subjeot to the
follmving standards and conditions.Sidewalk signs shall be permitted in accordance with the
following provisions -Such signs shall not count against the normal temporary sign area allowances
for the property on which located nor shall the following provisions apply to mobile food vending
operatrions. Signage opporhmities for mobile food vending operations are set forth in Section 24.143 of this chapter.
(a)

One non-illuminated sidewalk sign is allowed per business commercial establishment
having an exterior customer/client entrance. In the event a structure houses multiple
businesses sharing a common customer entrance, two sidewalk signs may be authorized
provided that the two signs are no closer than 3 0 feet to one another. Nothing shall prevent
the identification of more than one of the b ..:sinesses looated on the premises on a single
filgfr.

(b)

The placement of sidewalk signs shall be limited to a location within fifteen feet (15') of
the front (i.e., between the imaginary extension of the side walls of the building) of the
establislnnent to which it refers and not more than thirty feet (30') from the main
customer/client entrance or service window of the establishment.

(c)

Sign area shall not exceed 6 square feet (e.g., each face of a double-sided or A-frame sign).
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Maximum height shall be 4 feet. Maximum width shall be 2'6".
(d)

Sidewalk signs shall be constructed of durable materials, sufficient to withstand inclement
weather, as well as color fading due to sunlight. Sidewalk signs shall not be constructed of
glass.

(e)

The sign face may include permanent/fixed copy (e.g., painted on the surface) and
changeable copy. Acceptable materials for changeable copy sidewalk signs may include
chalk, dry-erase, removable letters, or other similar types of boards on which the messages
can be easily and frequently changed.

(f)

The sign shall be of sufficient weight to prevent it from becoming a hazard in windy
conditions or from being overturned by contact. Weights, if required, must be incorporated
into the sign design and construction. The use of sandbags, bricks or similar items to add
weight to the sign is not allowed.

(g)

No temporary posters, letters, flyers, balloons, pennants, flags, or other attention-getting
devices may be attached to the sign. Mobile or moving sign copy or sign parts shall not be
permitted.

(h)

The sign placement shall not prevent the sidewalk from being accessible as required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act, nor shall it cause the tmobstructed, clear-path of the
walkway to be less than four feet (4 ') in width.

(i)

No sign shall be located within or closer than two feet (2') from curbs, driveways, parking
lots or any other vehicular circulation or parking surfaces. No such sign shall be located
in conflict with sight distance/sight triangle standards.

(j)

No such sign shall be pennitted within a public road right-of-way.

(k)

The sign must be removed from the sidewalk or display location during times when the
identified business establishment is closed. Storage during non-business hours shall be
indoors.

(1)

When such sign is to be located on a sidewalk or walkway not tmder the sole control of the
business owner, such as on a walkway within the common area of a multi-tenant shopping
center or retail complex, the application for approval shall be accompanied by
documentation indicating that the sidewalk owner has approved the use, design and
placement of the sign.

See. 24.1 704.2. Pelitieal Signs
Political signs shall be permitted subject to the following provisions and to the general regulations
set out in Section 24 .1 702, elleopt as specifically noted, and provided further that no permits shall
be reqaired.
(a)

In commercial m,d industrial districts, one sign, not eiweeding forty (4 0) sqaare feet, may
be erected/installed on property serving as a political headquarters. 8aoh sign shall be
installed no earlier than sixty (60) days prior to the eleetion, canvass, or primary to which

York County Planning Commission Minutes
February 13, 2019
Page 33
it ?ertains &11d shall be removed vfithin seven (7) days following the eleotion, canvass or
pnmary.

(b)

Nan ilh1minated political signs &11d posters may be plaoed on individnal properties in
aesord&11ce with the following provisions &11d vlith the owner's permission:
1)

Signs or posters not eiweeding six (6) square feet eaeh in area &11d not limited as to
the number of sueh signs;

2)

One sign or poster not eiweeding forty (4 0) square feet may be installed on eaeh
street frontage of &11y property.

8ueh signs shall be mrnmpt from the normal ten foot (10') minim:nn setback requirement
for signs &11d shall be removed within seven (7) days following the eleotion, c&11vass or
primary to vmieh they pertain.

Sec. 24.1-705. Exempt signs.
In addition to the signs allowed by sections 24.1-703 and 24.1-704, the following signs may be
erected, altered or maintained in any zoning district when in accordance with the general
provisions established in section 24.1-702, except as noted, and provided further, that pennits shall
not be required unless specifically noted.
(a)

Signs erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any federal, state or county
governmental function, or as may be required by law, ordinance or governmental
regulation including official traffic signs and signals, warning devices and other similar
signs, as well as street addresses required to be posted pursuant to the terms of the York
County Code.

(b)

For single-family detached and attached dwelling units, one (1) permanent nonilluminated wall sign not exceeding one (1) square foot in area and one (1) pennanent non
illuminated free-standing sign not exceeding one (1) square foot in area and four (4) feet
in height shall be allowed for each unit.

(c)

For multi-family dwelling units, one (1) permanent non-illuminated wall sign not
exceeding four (4) square feet in area and one (1) permanent non-illuminated free-standing
sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height shall be permitted
for each building containing apartments.

(d)

Cornerstones or plagues, when when incorporated with or affixed to facade materials of a
building and not exceeding six (6) square feet in area.

(e)

Non-illuminated signs on property for which building permits or land development
approvals are active, not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area and six feet (6') in
height and limited to three signs for each street frontage. No such signs shall be permitted
unless a building permit has been issued or unless a site plan for the proposed development
has been submitted to the county for official review. Such signs shall be removed at the
completion of construction.

(f)

Non-illuminated signs on property for sale, lease, or rent, not exceeding six (6) square feet
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in area and four feet (4') in height in all single family residential districts, and thirty-two
(32) square feet and six (6) feet in height in all multi-family, commercial and industrial
zoning districts, and limited to one sign for each street frontage. Such signs shall be exempt
from the 10-foot minimum setback requirement.
(g)

Non-illuminated signs as required by Virginia Administrative Code section 19VAC30-7010 on property occupied by official state automobile inspection stations, provided that such
signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area and shall be limited to one sign for
each street frontage. "A-frame" designs shall be considered as a single sign for the purposes
.of this section.

(h)

Bulletin boards on property occupied by places of worship, commtmity uses as set forth in
section 24.1-306 category 4, or public or semi-public uses as set forth in section 24.1-306,
category 7, provided that such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area and
six feet (6') in height. If such sign is free-standing or illuminated, a permit shall be secured.

(i)

Traffic control and safety-related signs within parking areas and/or along vehicle access
driveways or aisles, when not exceeding three (3) square feet in area and three feet (3') in
height. A permit shall be secured for anv such that are to be illuminated. Such signs shall
be exempt from the I 0-foot minimum setback requirement.

(i)

Signs displayed in the windows of establishments permitted in commercial and industrial
districts provided, however, that if such signs occupy more than twenty-five percent (25%)
of the total area of the window in which they are displayed and are legible from any public
street, the area in excess of the 25% limit shall cotmt toward the maximum signage
allowance for the subject property/building.

(k)

For commercial land uses, one sign, not exceeding four (4) square feet in area and attached
to a building or a freestanding sign, for the display of infonnation concerning the types of
credit cards accepted on the premises, group affiliations of which the business is a member,
or clubs or organizations which utilize, recommend, inspect or approve the business for
use by its members.

(1)

Signs located on property occupied by public or private recreational uses and which are
not legible from adjacent streets or adjacent properties.

(m)

Flags not exceeding sixty (60) square feet in area, and limited to one (l) per parcel whether
on a freestanding flagpole or on a pole or staff motmted on a building. The height of
flagpoles shall not exceed the maximum building height specified for the zoning district in
which located. Flags shall be mounted such that the lowest point of the flag at rest is above
the finished grade directly beneath it, or above the building to which it is mounted, and that
the flag's horizontal projection from the pole does not impede vehicular travel.

(n)

Non-illuminated signs warning against trespassing or announcing property as posted,
pursuant to Virginia Code Title 18.2, not to exceed four (4) square feet per sign. Such signs
may be located on trees or, with the permission of the owner, utility poles. Such signs shall
be exempt from the 10-foot minimum setback requirement.

(o)

Historical markers erected by duly constituted and authorized public authorities or
nonprofit organizations.
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(p)

Banners, not exceeding 24 square feet each, that are affixed to light poles located within a
shopping center parking lot/circulation system, provided that the banners are mounted such
that the bottom edge is not less than eight (8) feet above the finished grade directly beneath
it and that the banner's horizontal projection from the pole does not impede vehicular
travel.

(q)

Seasonal or holiday decorations.

{r)

Non-illuminated temporary signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet each, displayed not
more than seven (7) days prior to a yard/garage sale being conducted on a residential
property. Such signs shall indicate the dates of the sale and, if placed off-premises, the
address where the sale is being conducted. Such signs shall be removed not more than
seven (7) days after the sale.

See. 24.1 79S.

Speeial sign regulations applieable to shopping eenters.

Shopping centers, as defined in section 24 .1 104, shall be sulJ:iect to the following sign regulations:
(a)

,\II signs shall colllf)ly ,.vith the general provisions specified in section 24 .1 702 unless
otherwise specified herein.

(b)

The following provisions shall apply to
notwithstanding the district in vmich located:

shopping center free standing signs,

(1)

One (1) free standing sign shall be permitted for each street frontage.

(2)

The maxim,un area of any one (1) free standing sign shall be one lmndred fifty
(150) square feet.

(3)

The maximum cum,1lative free standing sign area per shopping center shall be two
kmdred (200) square feet.

(c)

Each individual tenant vlithin a shopping center shall be permitted one (1) marquee or
canopy sign provided that such sign shall not exceed a mmlimum area of three (3) square
feet and shall have a minimum ground clearance to the bottom of the sign of not less than
eight (8) feet.

(d)

In addition to the marcpee er canopy sign, wall signs shall be permitted provided that the
cllillUlative area of such signs, inclading the marcpee sign, shall not exceed the mmdmum
cmmalative sign area allowable in the district in which located, as specified in section 24 .1
-7-00o

(e)

Individaal free standing signs for individual shopping center tenants shall net be permitted.
For the parposes oftbis section, lmvfully subdivided m1tparcels which have been depicted
on the approved shopping center site plan shall be considered as separate parcels and may
be signed as sach.

(f)

In addition to the signage oppertanities set forth above, a regional shopping center
containing in eilCess ef350,000 square feet of tenant space and which is located on a parcel
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having at least 1,500 feet of frontage on an IntefState System highway and having direst
aeeess to a Primary System highway interseeting the interstate shall be entitled to the
following speeial signage allowanee:
(1)

Sub:jeet to eomplianee with the terms ofSeetion 33.1 370 of the Code of Virginia,
the shopping eenter may install one (1) freestanding mom±ment St)1e sign
identifying the name of the eenter and sueh tenants as desired along its Interstate
System frontage. One (1) sueh sign may also be installed along the interseeting
Primary System frontage.

(2)

Sueh signs shall not eKeeed 600 square feet in area and 45 feet in height and shall
be exempt from any sign area or sign height limitations applieehle to the regional
shopping eenter p:rrsuant to the TCM Tourist Corridor Management regulations
es,tehlished in Seetion 24.1 375 of this ehapter.

(3)

Sueh signs shall not eount against or negate the signage opportunities otherwise
availehle to the eenter along any other publie street/highway frontages of the
shopping eenter pareel.

See. 24.1 705.1.

Speeial sign regulations applieable te regional medieal eenters.

Regional medieal eenters, as defined in seetion 24.1 104, shall be permitted to creel signage in
aeeordanee with the follo\ving provisions and all general provisions speeified in seetion 24. I 702:
d) One (1) freestanding mom±ment sign shall be pennitted at the primary entranee to the medieal
eenter. S,10h sign shall not exeeed one h:mdred fifty (I 50) square feet in area, or fifteen feet
(15') in height.
e) l,dditional freestanding monume!lt signs shall be permitted at soeondary entranees to the
medieal ee!lter provided that no sueh sign shall eiweed thirty two (32) square feet ill area or
six (6) feet in height and provided fi.rrther that the maximum eumulative sign area for all
entrances to the medical center shall not exceed two lnmdred (200) square feet.

Sec. 24.1-706. Off-premises directional signs.
(a)

The zoning administrator may authorize, by permit, the installation of permanent off
premises directional signs for ehurches, civic organizations, governme!ltal functio!lS,
hospital based emergoocy centers and similar activities or estehlishments, subject to the
following findings and conditions:
(1)

The location of the use to which the sign pertains prevents adequate identification
by such signs as are !lormally otherwise permitted.

(2)

The function of such signs shall be limited to directional or identification purposes.

(3)

The loeation of sach signs shall be eonsistent with the uses CJcisting or pennitted o!l
the site of sueh sign. A written authorization from the owner of the property on
which such sign is proposed to be located or a recorded easement pem1itting the
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placement of the sign shall be submitted to the zoning administrator at the time of
application for necessary permits.
~4)

(b)

Such signs shall be limited to a maximum area of eight (8) square feet and a
maximum height of six (6) feet and shall comply with all other applicable
provisions of this article. Not more than tflfe&one QJ) such signs shall be permitted
for any single aseper parcel. All off-premises directional signs, except those
permitted under section 24.1-706(b) below, shall have a background color of green,
blue or brown with white letters.

When an open house is being conducted for a dwelling unit being offered for sale or rent,
QGff-premises direetional open housotcmporary signs may be erected in any zoning district
when in accordance with the following conditions:
(!)

The funetion of sueh signs shall be limited to direetional purposes, as opposed to
advertisement of an individual realtor or realty firm. No speeifie realtor or realty
firm name(s) shall appear on sueh signs provided, hov,ce,,er, that the registered
trademark of the National ,'\ssoeiation of Realtors and the equal housing
opportunity logo shall be permitted.

(2)

Sueh signs shall refer only to real estate open houses ·.vhose purpose is to sell, lease,
or rent residential property.

(lJ)

No such sign shall exceed three (3) square feet in area and three feet (3') in height.

(24)

Such signs shall be located only at intersections where a turning movement is
indicated.

(}3)

No more than two (2) such signs shall be located at any one intersection, nor shall
such signs at the same intersection point in the same direction.

(:!:6)

Such signs shall be displayed only when the residential tmit is open for public
viewing under the direction of an on-site representative of the owner.

0.+)

Such signs shall be placed only on privately owned property and only with the
express consent of the owner of said property.

(6)

Each sign shall contain an identification tag, either attached or permanently affixed
to the sign, which contains the name, address and phone number of the signs owner.
The identification tag shall not exceed four square inches in area.

(1&)

The provisions of Section 24.1-702ffi notwithstanding, such signs shall not be
subject to the minimum ten-foot (1 0') setback from property lines when placed on
private property.

See. 24.1 797. Exempt signs.
The following signs may be ereeted, altered or maintained in any zoning distriet ·.vhen in
aoeordanee with the general provisions established in seotion 24. I 702, mrnept as noted, and
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provided further, that pemiits shall not be roEfHired unless specifically noted.
(a)

Signs erected and maintained pllFsuant to and in discharge of any federal, state or county
governmental function, or as may be reEfHired by law, ordinance or governmental
regulation itieluding official traffic signs and signals, warning devices and other similar
mgn&.-

(b)

Memorial signs or tablets, cornerstones or names of bl!ildings when cut into masonry or
when constructed of bronze or other noneomb::stible material, but not to exceed six (6)
SEfHare feet in area.

(c)

Non illllffiinated constrnction signs, not exceeding thirty two (3 2) square feet in area and
sil, feet (6') in height and limited to three signs for each street frontage. No sach signs shall
be permitted unless a building permit has been issued or :mless a site plan for the proposed
development has been submitted to the county for official reviev,c. Such signs shall be
removed at the completion of constrnctien.

(d)

l'!on illmninated realty signs, not mrneeding six (6) SEfHare feet in area and follF feet (1 ') in
height in all single family residential districts, and thirty r.vo (3 2) scpare feet and sii, (6)
feet in height in all ffilllti family, commereial and industrial zoning districts, and limited to
one sign for each street frontage, and only when displayed on the premises to vihich s1.1ch
sign refers. S1.1ch signs shall be eirnmpt from the 10 foot minimum setback reEfHirement.

(e)

Non ilhnninated signs identifying official state aL:tomobile inspection stations and the
inspection n::mber v:hich is then due, provided that such signs shall not eirneed sii,teen (16)
SEfHare feet in area and shall be limited to one sign for each street frontage. "A frame"
designs shall be considered as a single sign for the puFJ3oses of this section.

(f)

Bulletin boards for charches or other pemianent places of worship, or for public buildings,
when located on the same premises as the building to which they refer, and provided that
such signs shall not eirneed twelve (12) square feet in area and siK feet (6') in height. If
such sign is a free standing or illmninated sign, a pemiit shall be seclJfed.

(g)

Non illuminated signs and posters of less than follF (4) SEfHare feet in area advertising or
providing directions to a residential, civic or comm,mity operated yard or garage sale or an
estate sale or auction. Such signs shall be ei,mnpt from the 10 foot minimum setback
requirement.

(h)

Signs attached to maehinery or ecpipment v.11.ich is necessary or eustomary to a business
inebding, but not limited to, devices s::ch as gasoline pmnps, vending machines, ice
machines, etc., provided that such signs refer excbsively to products or serviees offered
on the premises.

(i)

On premises directional signs, not mrneeding three (3) square feet in area and three feet (3 ')
in height and not containing any advertising material or diseernible basiness logo. ,\ pennit
shall be seemed for any illmninated signs. S:wh signs shall be e~rnmpt from the 10 root
minimum setback reEfHirement.

(j)

Signs displayed in the windows of establishments pennitted in comrnereial and industrial
districts provided, however, that sach signs shall not ooc:1J3y more than twenty five pereent
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(25%) of the total a,rea of the '.vindow in whieh they a,re displayed and shall not be legible
from any publie street.
k)

MenEI boa,rds vmieh a,re either free standing or wall signs providing information on food
and beverages offered for Elrive in sales on the premises, provideEI that sueh signs anEI any
business logos thereon a,re not legible from any public right of way anEI Elo not e,rneed an
aggregate or inEliviElual area of thirty hvo (32) squa,re feet per drive thru lane. /, permit
shall be seeureEI.

(1)

Signs or scoreboards within a ball pa,rk or other simila,r public or private reereational use
v,chieh a,re oriented to tho faeility and a,re not designeEI or intendeEI to be legible from a
public street or aEljaeent properties.

(m)

Flags, emblems or insignia of the United States, the Commomvealth of Virgirna, York
County, religious groups, civic organizations, service clubs anEI simila,r orgarnzations,
grollflS, agencies, etc. One (l) corporate logo emblem flag per pa,reel shall be permitteEI;
provideEI however, that sueh sign shall eKmt towa,rEI the maximum allowable sign a,rea for
the s,Jbject pa,reel. Flagpoles shall conform ,,,cith the height regulations of the Elistriet in
whieh located. Placement of flags in saeh quantities and locations as to be for attention
gettin§1advertising p::rposes, in the opirnon of tho zoning aElministrator, shall not be
eonsiElered exempt under this seetion.

(n)

Non illuminateEI signs wa,rrnng trespassers or a,rmouneing property as posteEI, not to exceed
four (4) squa,re feet per sign. Sueh signs may be located on trees or, with tho permission
of the owner, :rtility poles. S:1eh signs shall be exempt from the 10 foot minimum setbaek
requirement.

(o)

On premises safety and directional signs within a business or inElustrial Elistriet which a,re
not visible from a p:Jblie right of >,vay or abutting property lines. A permit shall be seeureEI
for any free stanEling or ilhnninated sign.

(p)

Special notice plaea,rEls, not to exeeeEI a total of four (4) squa,re feet in &rea for all s:10h
plaea,rds of any establishment, attaeheEI to a b::ilEling or to a free stanEling sign indicating
ereElit ea,rds whieh &re accepted on the premises, group affiliations ofwhieh the business is
a member, or clubs or groups which utilize, reeommonEI, inspect or approve tho business
for use by its members. l\. permit shall be seeureEI for any ill:nninateEI signs.

(q)

IElentifieation anEI Elireetional boa,rds, Vlhieh are either free stanEling or Viall signs, ElesigneEI
as an oatEloor moans of providing information concerning the name anEI location of
inEliviElual establishments or offices within an office, retail or inElustrial eolllfllex, provideEI
that such signs a,re not legible from any p1.1blie right of '.Vay and do not CJrneeEI thirty two
(32) squa,re feet anEI proviEled further that the location of saeh signs shall be limited to
major vehieula,r or pedestrian intersections, Eleeision points anEl/or major sub a,reas of s:10h
OOillfllex. i\ permit shall be secmred for any free stanEling or illuminated sign.

(r)

IElentifieation signs for ehurehes anEI sehools, rega,rdless of the Elistriet in ,.vhieh located,
shall be pem1itted proviEleEI that they a,re of a ground mounted monument type anEI do not
CJrneeEI forty (40) square feet in a,rea anEI six (6) feet in height. A permit shall be obtaineEI.

See. 24.1 708.

Speeial standards for eeml1lffnity, business/effiee/industrial park
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identifieation signs.
(a)

Residential community or business, office or industrial park identification signs shall be
ereeted in aecordance with seetion 21.1 703 and the following standards:
(1)

(2)
(3)

Such signs must be loeated '.vithin the subdivision, apartment eomplei, or other
residential development being identified. The sign shall be loeated on one (1) of
the lots 'Nithin said development or on property which is owfled and controlled in
eommon by the owners of individual lots and units within the development and an
affidavit affirming the responsibility for maintenance of the sign shall be filed v;ith
the applieation for a permit.
A permit as required by section 24 .1 702 shall be secured;
The sign shall be of masoray, wood or other material eonstruetion, but not plastie
or similar material, so as to be permanent in nature;

(1)

,A,ny mlternal illumination shall be by lighting fo,tures plaeed at grollfld level and
directed in such a marmer as to prevent flare onfo adjacent roadvia,ys or properties.

(5)

'Nben the development ineludes a symmetrieal design feat:re on both sides of the
entranee street or driveway such as a decorative '.Vall or fence, identieal eommllflity
identifieation signs may be mo,mted on the decorative feature on both sides of the
streetldrive.

Sec. 24.1-707. Maintenance and removal of signs.
(a)

f)

Signs shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with all applicable provisions of
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code and, in general, in a neat and clean
condition.
The Building Official may order the repair or removal of any sign which is determined to
present an immediate threat to the safety of the public because it has become insecure, in
danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe. A failure to comply shall be cause for the Building
Official and Zoning Administrator to pursue such remedies as are prescribed by the applicable
codes.

g) On-premises signs associated with uses that cease operation shall, within ninety (90) days of
the cessation of operations or activities, either be removed entirely, including frames and
supports, or, if left in place for potential use by a future occupant of the property, sha!l---be
modified-ta-; by either removinge all copy (text, symbols, logos, etc.) from the sign facej-er, ts
replacinge the sign face with a blank face, or placing a blank temporary cloth or vinyl sign
over the wall sign face. If the sign structure is left on site, sueh signfs)it shall continue to be
maintained in good repair.
h) In the event a sign is nonconforming as to size, height, location or some other factor and the
and the land use to which such sign is accessory has not been active for a period of at least two
(2) years, such sign shall be considered abandoned and shall be considered to be in violation
of this chapter and shall be removed completely from the premises. The Zoning Administrator
shall provide written notice of such violation to the property owner of record and shall provide
an opportunity for the property owner to correct the violation within 3 0 days by removal of the
sign. In the event the property owner fails to comply with such notice, the zoning administrator
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may cause the abandoned sign to be removed at the owner's expense. The cost of the removal
shall be chargeable to the owner of the property and shall be collected by the County as levies
are collected and if such charge remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against the property
See. 24 .1 709. },bandoned signs.
A sign, iHeluding its supporting struernre or liraekets, shall lie removed liy the owner or lessee of
the premises upon whieh the sign is !seated wh6Il tho liusinoss whleh it advertises is no longer on
the premises. In. tho ovOHt a noHeoHfofffiing sign refers to a liusiness that has not lieon in operation
for a period of at least two (2) years, saeh sign shall lie eoHsidered aliandoHed and shall lie
eonsidered to lie in violatioH of this ehapter. After reasonalile efforts to provide Holies to tho
property ovmer of tho need to remove the violatioH, and faih!fe of the property ovmer to do so, tho
zomHg admiHistrator may eause the aliandoned sign to lie removed at tho ovmer's OllflOHse.
Sec. 24.1-71-0708.

Prohibited signs.

Unless specifically stated othorwisepennitted by this chapter, the following signs shall not be
permitted in the county:
(a)

Signs with moving, revolving or rotating parts, optical illusions of movement, mechanical
movement of any description, or other apparent movement achieved by electrical,
electronic, mechanical or natural means, but not including time, temperature, and date
signs, and traditional liarlier poles.

(b)

Signs with lights which flash, move, rotate, blink, flicker, or vary in either intensity or
color, or which change the message or image more frequently than once every 24 hours
except as permitted by the terms of section 24.1-702 of this article.
The aliove provisions notwithstanding, oleetrome message eenter signs (ehaagealilo
message or image signs) whieh ehange more frequeatly than oHee every 24 ho,lfs shall lie
pennitted OH the freostandiHg signage otherwise allowed for places of worship and for
eolflfHUnity, regional, or speeialty shoppiHg eelllers, as defiaed in this chapter, provided
that;

(1)

eaeh message or image shall remain fixed and rn1ehanged for a miaimum period of eight
(8) seeoHds;

(2)

there is no appearance of movemOHt, serolliag, dissolviag or fadiag ia ·.vhieh images or
messages "move" or ill ·.vhieh part of OHO message or image appears simultaneously with
any part of a second or s:1lisequ0Ht oHe;

(3)

the maximam illumiaatioH inteasity shall Hot eirneed the limits prescrilied in 8eetioa 24 .1
702(m) and any illumination illlensity, eolltrast or eoloratioH of the message teilt or image
shall remain eonstant for eaeh display period;

(4)

when s11eh sign is iHstalled at a place of worship loeatod in a Residelllial ,rnning distriet it
shall lie designed aad operated so that lietween d,wk and davm the liaekgro,md field for
any varialilo tmlt message OH the sign shall lie lilaek aad the lights eonstituting the message
text or any image shall lie amlier or orange; and
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(5)

provided further, that this speeial signage opportunity shall not be pemiitted for any plaee
of worship or shopping oenter lo eated in a TCM Tourist Corridor Management Overlay
district.
Message or image changes on any other changeable message/image signs shall occur no
more frequently than once every 24 hours.

(c)

Moored Bballoons or other floating or fan-inflated signs that are tethered to a structure or
the ground.

(d)

Pennants.

(e)

Portable signs, except those ,JSed in the spooifie instanees authorized by permit by the terms
efas permitted pursuant to section 24.1-704. This provision shall not be construed to
prohibit signs of reasonable size and proportion as determined by the zoning administrator,
painted on or attached to operative automobiles, trucks, buses, trailers or other operative
vehicles which are used for transportation purposes in the normal course of business and
when such sign is mounted on or affixed to such vehicle or trailer in such a way that the
vehicle or trailer can physically and legally travel on a public roadway. It shall, however,
be constrned to prohibit the parking of vebieles or trailers on whieh signs are hung, or
otherwise attaebed, vihen such parking is for display purposes intended to eir&:;mvent the
provisions of this ehapter. The removal of wheels, towing connections ana----QL chassis
assemblies from a portable message board sign with the intent of mounting it on posts or
some other ground- or building anchored support shall not be sufficient to cause the sign
to be permitted as a freestanding or wall sign.

(f)

Any sign which by reason of position, shape or color may interfere with, be confused with,
or obstruct the view of any traffic sign, signal or device.

.(g)

Advertising Off-premised signs with commercial content, other than directional signs .

(h)

Neon signs in the TCM- Tourist Corridor Management Overlay zone, pursuant to Section
24.1-375.

See. 24.1 711. Maintenanee and removal of signs.

All signs shall be maintained in good condition and appearance and shall be removed from the
premises when they can no longer be repaired.
Sec ..24.141i709.

Standards for increases in sign area and height.

The board may authorize, by special use permit issued in accordance with all applicable procedural
requirements:
(a)

increases in sign area and sign height when unusual topography, vegetation, parcel shape,
or the distance from the road right-of-way would impose substantial hardship by making a
sign otherwise permitted by the terms of this chapter ineffective and unreadable from
vehicles on adjoining (i.e., abutting) roadways; or
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(b)

an increase in the number of allowable signs in the case of shopping centers or other large
commercial uses having more than 100,000 square feet of retail floor area, and having in
excess of 1,000 feet of frontage and more than one entrance drive on the same street
frontage, when it is determined that distance, topography, or other factors prevent adequate
and timely recognition by motorists of the available entrance points to such shopping center
or commercial use.

In authorizing signs in either of the above situations, the board shall limit the area, height, and
location of such signs to that which, in its opinion, is reasonably in keeping with the provisions of
Article VII.

Secs. 24.1-71Q3-24.1-799. Reserved.

***
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Appendix A of Chapter 24.1, Zoning, of the York
County Code be amended to include Figures VII-4, VII-5, and VII-6 depicted as follows:
On roll call the vote was:
Yea:
Nay:

(6)
(0)

King, Criner, Jons, Titus, Phillips, Peterman

***
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Cross gave a presentation on the FY 2020-FY 2025 Capital Improvements Program (CIP)
process, stating that the purpose of the briefing was to involve the Commission early enough in
the process to allow the members to recommend changes to the CIP that will be presented to the
Board in March. He explained the CIP is a multi-year funding plan for repair or replacement of
existing local government infrastructure and construction or acquisition of new facilities or
equipment and that capital projects are those that have a multi-year useful life and a cost generally
in excess of$50,000. He stated that the process began last summer with the submission of potential
CIP projects on the part of the various departments and agencies of the County. He stated that the
project submittals were referred to and evaluated by a multi-disciplinary review committee with
representation from ten different County agencies and the school division. This connnittee, he
stated, conducted a ranking projects and submitted a recommended listing of proposed projects
and funding amounts to the County Administrator, who reviewed the recommendations with a
senior-level management team and then prepared his preliminary recommended CIP, which was
presented to the Board of Supervisors on February 5. Mr. Cross then highlighted some of the major
construction projects in that document, which include a new Law Enforcement Center, expansion
of the Yorktown Library, renovation of the current Public Safety Building, and a building addition
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between the current Development Services and Parks and Recreation Building to create a new
Planning and Development Services Building. In addition, he gave a brief summary of all of the
projects recommended for funding in the first year of the six-year CIP, which represents the
County's capital budget for FY 2020. He further noted that some of the major projects would be
debt-financed but that the amount of County debt will still be well within the Board's goals and
guidelines. Lastly, he stated that the County Administrator's proposed CIP will be presented to the
Board at its March 19 meeting and that the Commission will be asked to consider a resolution at
its April meeting to certify the proposed CIP as being in conformance with the goals and objectives
of the Comprehensive Plan.
·
STAFF REPORTS
Mr. Cross referred to the February Development Activity Report, stating that at its February 19
meeting, the Board of Supervisors will consider the proposed home day spa in Running Man that
the Commission considered favorably at its January meeting but that the application to authorize
a Wawa convenience store in Lightfoot is being deferred at the request of the applicant, who
wanted additional time to address concerns that were raised by the James City County Planning
Commission when it considered the application. He added that at its March 13 meeting, the
Commission will consider an application to rezone a half-acre parcel on Pocahontas Trail from RR
(Rural Residential) to GB (General Business).
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mr. King reported that the York 2040 Committee met on Febrnary 6 and received a presentation
on the Capital Improvements Program and talked about the scientific citizen survey that will be
conducted as part of the Comprehensive Plan review. He stated that the next meeting will be March
6 at 7:00 PM, and Mr. Cross added that the meeting will be in the meeting room at the Tabb
Library.
COMMISSION REPORTS AND REQUESTS
Mr. Jons noted that the Commission has considered a number of tourist home applications over
the past year or so, and he thought it might be a good idea for the Commission to have some
discussion about its approach to these applications. For example, he wondered about whether the
Commission should consider an application for a tourist home in a subdivision where there is an
active homeowners association (HOA) that does not support it. He noted that the City of
Williamsburg has recently adopted such a policy. Another question, he stated, is whether or not
there should be a requirement for people operating a short-term rental to be present in the home
while rooms are being rented.
Dr. Phillips responded that as Mr. Barnett has stated, the County is not a party to private covenants
and that he does not feel the County should be involved in enforcing them.
Mr. Jons asked if staff knows the outcome of situations where tourist homes have been approved
over the objection of the HOA.
Mr. Cross responded that he is not aware of any such situation. He stated that in his recollection,
the applications in which HOA's have expressed opposition were not for tourist homes but rather
for home occupations. He noted that last month the Commission considered a home day spa that
was opposed by the HOA Board of Directors. He stated that staff does not do follow-up
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investigations but has heard anecdotally of cases where the differences between the parties were
resolved and others where they were not.

Mr. Titus stated that he thinks it would be helpful to have a precise set of criteria to be used in
evaluating applications for tourist homes. He stated that he is concerned that the Commission has
not been consistent in its approach to these applications and has often made its recommendations
based on the opinions expressed by those who spoke at the public hearings.
Chair Peterman stated that these are situational decisions based on the unique circumstances of
each application and that he does not know that specific criteria can be developed that would apply
to each situation uniformly.
Mr. Titus responded that he agrees it would be difficult but that he would like to find a way to
take the emotional element out of the decision-making process.
Mr. King stated that some kind of uniform guidelines would be helpful. He added that it might be
helpful to know how other localities are addressing this issue.
Mr. Cross stated that a while ago staff did take a look at recommending guidelines for tourist
homes and that the problem is that every case is situational. He noted that there were two tourist
home applications on tonight's agenda, one located on a five-acre lot in a building that is at least
five hundred feet from the nearest neighbor and surrounded by lots that are at least two and a half
acres in size, with an applicant who would be on the premises while rentals are taking place, and
it received a recommendation of denial. Meanwhile, he noted, the other application involved a
very small lot with houses nearby, where the applicant would not be on the premises while rentals
are taking place, and it received a unanimous recommendation of approval. He stated that given
the fact that the success of an application in a residential area often depends on the individual
neighborhood and neighbors in question, it would be very difficult to develop general criteria that
would help the Commission make its decisions.
Chair Peterman asked Mr. Cross if staff can look at other localities to see how they approach
these applications.
Mr. Cross responded that staff will contact other localities.
Dr. Phillips stated that he was contacted by a citizen who wanted to know what her chances of
success would be before submitting an application for a tourist home. He said he told her that it
would depend on her neighbors and whether or not they come out to oppose it. He said he is
reluctant to create neighborhood friction by approving things that the neighbors do not approve of.
ADJOURN
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:28 PM.
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