
French Horse-Thieves, German Cattle-Rustlers, and 
Sticky-Fingered Virginia Militia: The Seedier Side of Life in 

and around Yorktown and Gloucester during the 
Siege of October 1781 

 
How did horses rescued from the enemy end up with Back-Country Virginia militia?  

What happened to all the tents surrendered by the Crown forces on the 19th of 
October?  Why do we still not know who Jacques Bergeot of Lauzun's Legion killed in 
Gloucester County?  And how did so many French officers leave Yorktown with Black 

servants even though they did not have any when they arrived? 
These are some of the questions that will be asked in this 

free, public presentation 
by renowned historian, scholar, lecturer, consultant, editor and writer, 

DR. ROBERT A. SELIG. 
 

 Friday, March 13, 2009 
7:00 pm 

York Hall Board Room 
301 Main Street 

Yorktown, Virginia 23690 
 

Complimentary refreshments will be served immediately following the presentation. 
 

Sponsored jointly by the York County Historical Museum and the 
York County Historical Committee. 

 

For information, call (757) 890-3508. 

Yorktown, Virginia (1781) 


