Historic Routes & Trails Mapping Project

The Peninsula
(Update 121112)

Last March | set goals for 2012. Specifically, | indicated | would continue to seek additional
funding/institutional assistance, would spend time working with ArcGIS and LP360 (LiDAR
viewing software) and would try to begin an online presence for the project.

While | have not yet located sufficient funding to further the project UVA has indicated an
interest in hosting a summer internship to advance technical aspects of the project once
funding is secured. Additionally, | am currently seeking funding/a partnership to produce a
“Peninsula in Maps” type book that would combine historic maps, computer generated
predictions, GIS and remote sensing data to tell the story of the last 400 years on the
Peninsula. | have already spent time working with ArcGIS and LP360, but plan to spend more
over the holidays. Specifically, | will continue to carefully analyze each creek and river within
the Peninsula and the roads that cross them. Naturally occurring drainage patterns share
topographic similarities with roads that travel downhill, but there are also differences. |intend
to spend a couple days analyzing and defining these differences. | have not had the time |
anticipated to develop an online presence. However, the York County Historical Museum
agreed to post worksheet maps for the project on its website.

It seems every time | think | can push to ramp things up life slows me down. But | keep my legs
moving forward and try to do a little bit more every day. Over the next several weeks | intend
to spend some time looking through everything | have acquired over the past 6 years to further
evaluate my present organizational strategy. While saying | need to do this makes me feel
disorganized | have had to do this already 3 or 4 times for different reasons. The initial
reorganizations were significant. For example, | started off with a three-ring binder labeled
“maps.” | now have more maps from the 1600s alone (and notes concerning those maps) than
would fit in several binders and about 10 gigabytes of maps on my mapping project laptop.
While | am not certain | need to reorganize (other than to integrate differently a few research
folders) | have about 25 folders full of maps, surveys and other documents and about 90
gigabytes of data and documents on my laptop and would get lost in the weeds if | didn’t
occasionally consider/reconsider what work | plan to do in the coming days/weeks/months and
how | would adjust that plan if (and it always does!) something comes up.

Otherwise, | keep doing a little bit of this and a little bit of that. | am almost finished reading
John Smith’s works and am about to begin reading an 1859 derivative dictionary of
geographical names | found online (through GoogleBooks). Also, | must travel to Richmond for
business, tomorrow, and plan to spend some time at the Library of Virginia researching a bridge
ordered to be built in 1648. Could life be more fun? | will prepare and send a more
comprehensive update early next year once | have had an opportunity to re-digest all we have



done so far. At that time | will describe what we have done to date, what we need to do
moving forward and how what | have been doing has changed in the past couple years. Also, |
will spend some time thinking about what | can do to maximize the reach of the project. There
are many people outside the Peninsula (including folks in numerous states) that are interested
in the progress of things and how what we are doing might be done elsewhere. | think thisis a
good sign and will spend some time thinking about steps we can take to maximize this
potential.

After that | will try to send updates on a quarterly basis, which will focus on subjects that will be
outlined in my update early next year.

As always, feel free to email me if you have any questions or would like to share something.

Thank you,
Paul



