
 COUNTY OF YORK 
 MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
DATE: September 5, 2014 (BOS Mtg. 9/16/14)  
 
TO:  York County Board of Supervisors    
     
FROM: James O. McReynolds, County Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: Application No. ZT-156-14, York County Board of Supervisors – Political 

Signs 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
This application, sponsored by the Board of Supervisors, proposes amendments to the 
Zoning ordinance provisions pertaining to political signs. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The County Attorney has advised the Board of Supervisors that the current Zoning Ordi-
nance provisions addressing political signs are not fully consistent with the terms of Sec-
tion 15.2-109 of the Code of Virginia (copy attached) which, in summary, require that 
political campaign signs be subject to zoning and right-of-way restrictions that are no 
more stringent than those applicable to temporary nonpolitical signs.  Current Zoning 
Ordinance provisions dealing with political signs are as follows: 
 

 An unlimited number of non-illuminated temporary political signs not exceeding 6 
square feet in area may be placed on properties (i.e., not in a street right-of-way) 
and must be removed within seven (7) days following the election, canvass, or 
primary;   
 

 A temporary sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area, is permitted at any cam-
paign headquarters located in a commercial or industrial district; the sign can be in 
addition to the signage, whether permanent or temporary, otherwise allowed for 
that property; it may be installed not earlier than 60 days prior to the election, can-
vass, or primary and must be removed within seven (7) days following. 

  
The inconsistency which must be addressed is due to the fact that the Zoning Ordinance 
provides various opportunities for temporary nonpolitical signs of up to 40 square feet in 
area.  The opportunities for business and civic-related temporary signs and banners were 
increased (to cover additional situations and to increase allowable size from 32 to 40 
square feet) at the request of the business community through several Zoning Ordinance 
text amendments adopted over the past five years.  The allowances vary somewhat by 
district and circumstance, but for at least one situation in each of the County’s zoning 
districts (whether residential, commercial, or industrial) one (1) forty (40) square foot 
temporary sign would be allowed for each street frontage of a parcel.  Accordingly, and 
based on the advice of the County Attorney, this text amendment application proposes 
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amendments that would allow the same 40-square foot opportunities for temporary politi-
cal signs, thus making the County’s requirements consistent with the State Code provi-
sions.   
 
Note that the proposed amendments would group all provisions dealing with political 
signs into a new section (24.1-704.1) for convenience of review.  As a result, the two ex-
isting provisions dealing with political signs are shown as deletions and are transferred 
into the new section [subsections (a) and (b) 1)] while subsection (b) 2) provides the new 
40-square foot opportunity for consistency with what is allowed for other types of tempo-
rary signs, whether they are real estate, civic/cultural, or business-related.   
 
For comparison purposes, the attached chart summarizes the political signs opportunities 
available in surrounding jurisdictions.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 
In sponsoring this application the Board specified an expedited processing schedule un-
der which the Planning Commission must complete its review and finalize its recommen-
dation at its September 10th meeting, thus allowing the application to be scheduled for 
public hearing and action by the Board at it September 16th meeting. The Commission’s 
recommendation will be reported to the Board as soon as it is available. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S RECOMMENDATION  
 
I concur with the County Attorney’s recommendation that the inconsistency with the 
State Code be corrected and the proposed amendments will accomplish that. It should be 
noted that considering this adjustment in an expedited process to address the inconsisten-
cy with the State Code does not foreclose the opportunity for the Planning Commission 
and Board to take a more in-depth look at the temporary and political signs relationships, 
if so inclined, as time is available.  
 
I recommend adoption of proposed Ordinance No. 14-16. 
  
Carter/3337 
Attachment 

 Excerpt, Section 15.2-109, Code of Virginia 
 Summary Comparison of Political Sign Provisions in Adjoining Jurisdictions 
 Proposed Ordinance No. 14-16 

 


