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Overview 
• Help Desk is Not Scary it is Easy- I don’t know, 

but let me help you figure it out by getting some 
more information. 

• Diagnosis- Narrow Down Suspects, Prepare a 
Good-Sample of the Problem, History of the 
Problem PMG -1-5 and 1-6 

• VCE/PMG Updated Annually 
• Three versions 

– Horticultural and Forest Crops 
– Field Crops 
– Home Grounds and Animals 



Why? 
• It is your Pest Management bible. 
• If you recommend any control, chemical or 

otherwise, it must be in the PMG, esp. 
Home Grounds and Animals. 

• You are legally required to give 
recommendations that align with the PMG 

• We recommend active ingredients, not 
trade names with some exceptions  

• Remember, you aren’t alone 



Where is it? 

• Extension Office 
• Online 

– http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/456/456-018/456-
018.html 

– Or: Google “Home Grounds and Animals” 
– Or: Ext. website 

http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/456/456-018/456-018.html
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/456/456-018/456-018.html


 





Navigating the Guide 



• Instead of pages being numbered 1-295, 
they are numbered by chapter 

• 1-1 through 1-42 for chapter 1 
• 2-1 through 2-22 for chapter 2 
• When you find your pest, read remarks, 

there are important notes and non-
chemical options 

• Hold “Control Key- Ctrl” then hit “F” key for 
Find 

• Organic options are italicized  





Table of Contents 



1-14 Regulations and Basic Information: Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides 







Organic Control sections 





Vegetables 
Chapter 2 



Insects 

• Split by crop and each pest 
• A few “dissertations” specific insects 

2-9 



Diseases 

• Split  
– General controls/ cultural/ mechanical 
– Crop/ disease management 

• Potatoes= Irish Potatoes 

2-2 



Fruit 

Chapter 3 



Disease and Insect 

• Emphasizes cultural control 
• General discussion of fungicides and 

insecticides 
• Provides a spray calendar for each crop 

(3-11 for apple) 
 

3-1 



Weeds 

• Cultural controls emphasized 
• Gives post emergent herbicide rec. for 

specific weeds 
• Also spray calendar 
• Drift!!!! 

 

3-24 



Ornamentals 

Chapter 4 



Diseases 

• Grouped 1st by host species 
– Great to help diagnosis 
– What problems does this plant have? 

• Gives fungicide recommendations by 
disease 

• Special section on disease in trees 
– Most homeowners will need to consult with an 

arborist 
 

4-1 

4-11 



Insects 
• Again, organized by host species 
• Gives timings for relevant insects 
• General controls for other insects 
• Probably the longest section 
• Includes sections on Organic Controls and 

Houseplants 

4-27 

4-74 4-73 



Weeds 

• Gives general controls 
• List of herbicides OK to use with specific 

ornamentals and to control specific weeds 
– Read label for additional considerations 

4-79 





Lawns 

Chapter 5 



Diseases 

• Discusses Active Ingredients and what it 
works against 

5-1 

5-3 



Insects 

• Brief, but useful 
– Includes ants 

5-5 



Weeds 

• Cultural controls 
• Organic controls 

– Not always effective 
• List of common AI’s and their use 
• Discussion of pre and post control 

5-8 

5-11-12 



Nuisance Insects 

Chapter 6 



Includes 

• Recreation areas 
• Wood destroying insects 
• Indoor pests 

– “How to kill everything” 
 

 



Other chapters 

• Dog and Cat External Parasites 
– “Call the Vet” 

• Other Animals: Vertebrates as Pests 
– Not PETA friendly  
– DGIF 1-855-571-9003 9am-4pm M-F 
– Deer planting lists 



Process 
• Try to know plant 
• Get positive ID on problem 
• Check PMG index 
• Google, look for more info from land 

grants 
• Ask agent if you need to 
• Recommend to client, offer assistance in 

interpreting label 
• What if I don’t like pesticides? 



PMG Exercise 



• 1. What are the infection conditions for 
Apple Scab? 
 

Page 3-9: Extended Wet Periods 33-76F 



• 2. What herbicides can be used for the 
groundcover Ajuga? 
 

Page 4-77: Acclaim, Pendulum 2G, Pennant 



• 3. A client has a crape myrtle with a 
damaging insect infestation. Can the 
PMG help you to narrow down what the 
possible problem could be? What are the 
possible problems? 
 
 

Page 4-26: Aphid, scale insects and weevils 



• 4. Is Malathion recommended for use 
against Mexican Bean Beetle in beans in 
the vegetable gardens? Can you legally 
spray Malathion despite the pest 
recommendation? 
 
 Page 2-9: No, not recommended. Yes, you 

can spray Malathion since it is 
recommended for other pests, as long as 

other label directions are followed.  



• 5. What does the PMG recommend for 
slugs in the vegetable garden? 
 

Page 2-15: Several options as outlined in 
PMG.  



• 6. A client comes to you and has a 
deciduous azalea branch that shows 
signs of an azalea lace bug infestation. It 
is the end of October. Can you use Sevin 
(Carbaryl) for this pest? Is this the best 
time of year to control this pest? If not, 
why, and when would be a better time? 

 
Page 4-46: Yes, you can use Sevin. No, 
since it is a deciduous azalea, you would 
want to treat in late May and repeat at 3 

week intervals 



• 7. A client loves their Bermuda lawn, but 
they have been fighting lespedeza 
unsuccessfully for three years. They 
have sprayed and sprayed, but just can’t 
seem to gain any ground. You know this 
to be a “HARD TO KILL” weed. What are 
two active ingredients that you could 
recommend to combat this and other 
“HARD TO KILL” weeds? 
 Page 5-21: Use Index for lespedeza. 

Heading “Hard to Kill” Triclopyr or 
penoxsulam 
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