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SYLLABUS  
• INSPIRE AND INSTRUCT ON TIDEWATER STRAWBERRIES, BRAMBLES, 

BLUEBERRIES, GRAPES AND MINOR FRUITS 

 

• PROVIDE A RESOURCE LIST FOR EXPANDING FURTHER KNOWLEDGE  

 

• SHARE ACTUAL EXPERIENCE AND PICTURES OF SMALL FRUITS IN THE 
TIDEWATER.  

 



Fruit provides perennial opportunities for  
vertical development in the garden 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shift your mindset from annual veggies to long term...



REASONS TO PROMOTE FRUIT CULTURE 

• LOCALLY PRODUCED FOOD AND BEVERAGES  

• FAMILY’S QUALITY OF LIFE & HEALTH 

• OUTDOOR RECREATION 

• PRESERVE HEIRLOOM VARIETIES 

• SOCIAL INTERACTION INCLUDING CSA’S 

• VALUE AS LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

• FRUIT INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inspired by Nelson Co Agent Michael LaChance



INCREDIBLE EDIBLE BERRIES 
 

• REQUIRE MINIMUM SPACE FOR 
AMOUNT OF FRUIT PRODUCED   

 

• POWER HOUSE OF NUTRIENTS 

 

• LANDSCAPE VALUE  



STRAWBERRIES  
• EVERYONE LOVES STRAWBERRIES  
• Regular matted row planting ideal for 

home. Need 18” BETWEEN PLANTS 
• Straw mulch in the winter  

• TIP : TRY IN A CONTAINER  
• TIP : remove first flowers post planting  

• TIP: PLANT EARLIGLOW FOR BEST 
FLAVOR, PLANT CHANDLER FOR MOST 
BERRIES, PLANT ALBION FOR FALL 
FRUIT!  



STRAWBERRIES 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES BY 

STATE  
VIRGINIA Strawberry Varieties 
Recommended strawberry varieties for Virginia: Allstar, 
Delite, Delmarvel, Earliglow, Honeoye, Lateglow, Ozark Beauty, 
Redchief, Sunrise, Surecrop, Tribute, Tristar.  (According to 
the Virginia Cooperative Extension) 
 
 

NORTH CAROLINA Strawberry Varieties 
Recommended strawberry varieties for North Carolina: 
Albion, Bish, Camarosa, Camino Real, Chandler, Gaviota, Gem 
Star, Oso Grande, Seascape, Strawberry Festival, Sweet 
Charlie, Treasure, Ventana.  (According to the North Carolina 
Strawberry Association) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tidewater tip : always check NC recommendations as well

http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#allstar
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#earliglow
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#honeoye
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#lateglow
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#ozarkbeauty
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#redchief
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#redchief
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#sunrise
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#surecrop
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#tribute
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#tristar
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#albion
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#albion
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#camarosa
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#camarosa
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#caminoreal
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#caminoreal
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#chandler
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#chandler
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#gaviota
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#gaviota
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#gem
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#gem
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#gem
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#seascape
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#seascape
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#festival
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#festival
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#sweetcharlie
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#sweetcharlie
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#sweetcharlie
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#ventana
http://strawberryplants.org/2011/03/buy-strawberry-plants/#ventana


RASPBERRIES 
• RED RASPBERRIES  

• PURPLES RASPBERRIES  

• BLACK RASPBERRIES  

• FALL RASPBERRIES  

 

 



PURPLE RASPBERRIES 
CORNELL UNIV CROSS BETWEEN BLACK RASPBERRY AND RED RASPBERRY IN THE 

1970'S  - THIS IS THE VARIETY ROYALTY  



BLACK RASPBERRIES 
MUCH HIGHER HEALTH BENEFITS THAN BLUEBERRIES 

 



BLACKBERRIES  

-ACCLIMATED TO VA  
-GREAT NEW 

THORNLESS VARIETIES  
-OPTIONS FOR 4 SEASON 

HANDS ON 
MANAGEMENT ??? 

-NEW VARIETIES FOR 
FALL FRUITING   



BLUEBERRIES   

 

 
 

• PH IS A VITAL FACTOR HERE 

• MULCH IS CRITICAL 

• PLANT A 1 GAL NURSERY PLANT  



BLUEBERRY PEST CONTROL? 



GRAPES   
• FOR TIDEWATER, TRY MUSCADINES 

OR LIMITED PLANTINGS OF BUNCH 
GRAPES 

• PREPARE FOR PEST ISSUES 



CURRANTS, GOOSEBERRIES & 
ELDERBERRIES  



COMMON PESTS 
“PEST” HAS A VERY BROAD SCOPE IN 

BERRY CROPS! PEST = ANY INFLUENCE 
THAT CAN AFFECT THE PLANTS LIFE 
CYCLE 
PEOPLE, DEER, BIRDS, SUN, FROST, 

RAIN, HAIL, WIND, DROUGHT, DUST, 
CORN BIN DRYER…FLOOD 
APPLY “CROP PROTECTANTS” (NOT 

PESTICIDES) 



PLANNING : LOCATION LOCATION 
LOCATION 

• CONSIDER IPM : 3 M’S  

• MINIMIZE  

• MONITOR  

• MANAGE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New property 
Old homestead
Urban fringe 
Rural setting ; urban fringe ; sub division




Optimize your site when possible  

Well Drained Soil is KEY 



Irrigation 



Weed management 



2400 posts…18 miles of wire 



Ready for “Fall” Harvest 
Picked from May 12 - December 1 



Pruning in Feb, May, & 
September... 



Hail Damage 



Mites 



Cane Borer 



Verticilium Wilt  



Cane Blight 



Up to 66 known caneberry 
viruses… 



Leaf Curl Virus ? 



Fall Lady Beetles 



SWD Spotted Wing Drosophila  
New pest and 
now in most of US, 
including Virginia. 
Minimize with 
good sanitation 
Monitor with 
vinegar trap  
Manage with 
rotating pyrethrum 
insecticides  
 



Vole/Mole 



KEY RESOURCE : THE VIRGINIA FRUIT PAGE 
                   And www.smallfruits.org 

 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Small fruits .org is now better than VA fruit page



LEE REICH'S GARDEN PAGE 
“A FARMDEN IS MORE THAN A GARDEN AND 

LESS THAN A FARM, A UNIQUE DISTINCTION. MY 
FARMDEN IS A TEST SITE FOR INNOVATIVE 
TECHNIQUES IN SOIL CARE, PRUNING, AND 

GROWING FRUITS AND VEGETABLES.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I like to give resources early on ….Tip: please explore Lee’s Farmden



2005…NBCI VISION TO TRIPLE 
BERRY CONSUMPTION BY 2020? 
• WITHOUT LAND OR 

WEALTH -COULD I BE THE 
FIRST US BERRY FARM 
STARTED WITH A 
COMMUNITY SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE “CSA” 
MODEL? 

• COULD I FUND A FIRST 
WORKER TRAINING 
PROGRAM AROUND 
SUMMER RASPBERRIES 
AND BLACKBERRIES?  

• AWARE OF RICHMOND’S 
EMERGING LOCAVORE 
MARKET AND “FREE 
RESOURCES” FOR NEW 
BUSINESSES …SBA, SCORE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Had bought a house just north of Richmond – population over 100,000
4 high schools, with strong FFA for labor and training program
No other fruit CSA’s that I could find, because of the perennial nature of fruit crops…but sourcing from the former farm to build the new location!
S 



20 WEEK AGRIBERRY CSA  



Small fruit growing & marketing is what its 
all about for the Agriberry family farm!  
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