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N ew Q u a rte r Steve Living, Watchable Wildlife

Park??

Yep. But coyote are elusive
and normally avoid humans.
However, coyote are
medium-sized carnivores
that are very territorial and
generally will not tolerate
other coyote or dogs.

Coyote show aggression and
attack free-roaming animals
in their territory, especially
if they have young or are
provoked. Keep your dog
leashed.

Coyote can
be active at
anytime of
day or night,
but are more
typically
observed at
dawn

and dusk.
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Biologists with the Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries says that while fears
shouldn’t be exaggerated, caution is necessary.
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“We have Coyote
confirmed throughout
the Commonwealth and

The coyote popilation in Virginia contimees 1o
Bev abundam

their populations continue
to grow. As with any wild
animal, they should never
be approached and should
NEVER be fed (even
unintentionally: i.e. don’t
leave pet food outdoors).
While Coyote are
typically shy around
humans they can become
habituated and
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potentially become a

problem. Should visitors
encounter a coyote that does not quickly melt into
the woods or brush, yelling and generally

making a racket should convince the animal to
move along. Keeping these animals wild is in
everyone's best interest.

“While extremely rare, Coyote attacks on small
children have been documented in the East.
Small children should be closely supervised

in areas frequented by coyotes. Keep dogs on
leash. Small dogs are especially at risk.”

See the VDGIF flyer at www.dgif.virginia.gov/
wildlife/habitat_partners/infosheets/coyote.pdf.
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